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Nation

Methodist defrocking: A Methodist
minister who was defrocked for declar-

ing that she’s a lesbian living with her
partner is taking her case to a church ap-

peals court.
The Rev. Irene Elizabeth Stroud, of Phila-

delphia, was ousted Dec. 2 for violating the
United Methodist Church’s law against
“self-avowed practicing homosexuals” in
the clergy.

She decided last week to appeal but de-
layed the announcement until after Christ-
mas weekend. Notice of appeal must be
filed this week.

She said one factor in her decision was
something retired Bishop Joseph Yeakel,
the judge who presided at her church trial,
said to her after the verdict. Yeakel told
Stroud, “The day will come when the
church apologizes for this decision.”

World

China and Taiwan: China lashed out at
Japan on Monday for allowing former Tai-
wanese President Lee Teng-hui to visit the
country despite threats from Beijing that it
could damage ties between the Asian rivals.

China sees Lee, who arrived in central Ja-
pan’s Nagoya city Monday for a weeklong
visit, as a symbol of Taiwan’s independence
movement.

Lee, 81, made no remarks on his arrival,
but waved to a cheering crowd of more than
200 Taiwanese living here. He plans to visit
a hot springs resort and the ancient capital
of Kyoto, where he attended university in
1943 when Taiwan was a Japanese colony.

China swiftly issued a statement express-
ing “strong dissatisfaction.”

Taiwan and China split amid civil war in
1949, but Beijing considers the self-ruled is-
land to be part of its territory and opposes
contact between the self-ruled island’s lead-
ers and other countries.

Pinochet indictment: Chile’s Supreme
Court has postponed until after New Year a
decision on whether to uphold the indict-
ment and house arrest of Gen. Augusto Pi-
nochet on human rights charges, a judge re-
ported Monday.

Justice Enrique Cury said a ruling will be
announced next week, but he did not give a
date.

No reasons were given for the postpone-
ment, but two justices of the five-member
panel are on vacation
for the last week of the
year.

Pinochet, 89, re-
mained at his subur-
ban Santiago, Chile,
mansion Monday re-
covering from a stroke
he suffered Dec. 18,
and that forced his hos-
pitalization for five
days. No reports on his
condition have been
made public by his doc-
tors or the family since
he was discharged from hospital Dec. 22.
Prosecution lawyers insisted that while Pi-
nochet has health problems, he is mentally
fit to face trial.

Suspected Moroccan terrorists: A
Madrid judge has charged three Moroccans
with belonging to a radical cell that was
planning to buy explosives for a terrorist at-
tack in Spain or Morocco, a court official
said Monday.

Investigating magistrate Fernando An-
dreu charged Majid Bakkali, Mohamed
Douha and Mustafa Farhaoui with being
members of a terrorist group and conspira-
cy to buy explosives. Bakkali and Douha

were arrested in northeastern Spain on Dec.
22. Farhaoui was picked up three days later.

The charges are provisional and stop
short of a formal indictment, but suggest the
court has strong evidence against them
men. Another Moroccan, who was detained
with the pair, was freed. The Interior Minis-
try said police began watching the group in
September when they made contact with a
suspected intermediary in an unspecified
central European country to buy explosives.

Munch theft: Police questioned a suspect
for the first time in the bold robbery of two
Edvard Munch masterpieces, but declined
to say Thursday how close they might be to
finding the missing paintings.

“The Scream” and “Madonna” were sto-
len in a brazen daylight raid from an Oslo
museum on Aug. 22 by three masked rob-
bers. There has been no sign of the paint-
ings, although Norwegian media have re-
ported that one painting, “Madonna,” may
have been seriously damaged.

Oslo Assistant Police Chief Iver Stensrud
confirmed that a man was brought in for
questioning Wednesday in connection with
the theft. The man, whose name was with-
held, was released but was still considered
to be a suspect, Stensrud said. The suspect’s
lawyer, Sverre Naess, said his client has an
alibi for the time of the theft.

Naess said police had questioned his cli-
ent about a car used in the robbery and later
found abandoned.

Philippines’ Estrada: Former Philippine
President Joseph Estrada arrived in Hong
Kong on Monday for knee surgery, and he
promised that he would return to his coun-
try to face corruption charges.

Estrada looked relaxed in a denim jacket,
jeans and sunglasses as he made his first
visit overseas since being ousted amid mas-
sive anti-corruption protests in 2001. He has
been under virtual house arrest at his holi-
day home east of Manila.

The 67-year-old former film star told re-
porters at Hong Kong’s airport that he
wouldn’t try to abscond. An anti-graft court
allowed Estrada to leave for the surgery
after he posted a $17,800 bond, and formally
pledged to return.

Estrada denied making any deal with the
government to get permission to go to Hong
Kong.

Imperial succession in Japan: Japan will
set up a task force to consider allowing a
reigning empress, an official said Monday
— the government’s first review of a
post-World War II law that limits imperial
succession to men.

Japanese law bans women from ascend-
ing to the Chrysanthemum Throne. But no
boy has been born to the Japanese royal fam-
ily since the 1960s, and government officials
have been fretting about how to solve the
royals’ most serious succession crisis in cen-
turies.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Hiroyuki Hosoda
said a 10-member task force comprised of
former government officials, legal experts
and scholars would begin meeting in Janu-
ary to examine legal revisions. They will
compile a recommendation for the govern-
ment by late 2005.

Opinion polls have shown that more than
80 percent of Japanese would welcome a
reigning empress.

Public concerns for Naruhito’s wife, Masa-
ko, have pressured the government to con-
sider amending the succession law.

Taliban attack in Afghanistan: Suspected
Taliban forces set off explosions as Ameri-
can military convoys rumbled down two
roads in southern and eastern Afghanistan,
injuring one Marine and damaging a vehi-
cle, officials said Monday.

The first attack occurred Friday in east-
ern Kunar province, said Maj. Mark Mc-
Cann, an army spokesman. Some 40 rebels
set off a roadside bomb, then opened fire on
the convoy, injuring the Marine.

His name was not disclosed, but McCann
said his injuries were not life-threatening.

Fighting between Taliban rebels and Af-
ghan forces left at least four people dead
last week, while 17 rebels were captured.

The Taliban was unable to carry through
on its threat to disrupt October elections or
the inauguration earlier this month of
Hamid Karzai as Afghanistan’s first demo-
cratically elected president, leading to spec-
ulation that the group is in decline.

Stories and photo From The Associated Press

Middle East peace: Palestinian men wave as they and others are greeted by friends and

relatives Monday after being released by Israeli authorities at the Tarkumiyeh checkpoint

near the West Bank town of Hebron. Israel released 159 Palestinian prisoners Monday,

most of them with only months or weeks left of their sentences, in what Israel called a “ges-

ture to the new Palestinian leadership.” Meanwhile, Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon said

he would seek final Cabinet approval to his Gaza Strip withdrawal plan by February, months

ahead of schedule, officials said. Lawmakers also quoted Sharon as saying Israel will use

harsh force if Palestinian militants try to disrupt the pullout.

Pinochet
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The Associated Press

As of Sunday, Dec. 26, 2004, at least 1,323 members of the U.S. military have died
since the beginning of the Iraq war in March 2003, according to an Associated Press
count. At least 1,034 died as a result of hostile action, the Defense Department said.
The figures include three military civilians.

The AP count is seven higher than the Defense Department’s tally, last updated at
10 a.m. EST Thursday.

The British military has reported 75 deaths; Italy, 19; Poland, 16; Spain, 11; Ukraine,
nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia, three; Estonia, Thailand and the Netherlands, two
each; and Denmark, El Salvador, Hungary and Latvia one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President Bush declared that major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,185 U.S. military members have died, according to AP’s count. That
includes at least 925 deaths resulting from hostile action, according to the military’s
numbers.

The latest deaths reported by the military:
� No new deaths reported.
The latest identifications reported by the Defense Department:
� No new identifications reported.

AP

A guard stands amid rubble in front of the residence of Abdul Aziz al-Hakim, head of the Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in

Iraq, the country’s most powerful Shiite political group. A suicide bomber detonated his car at the residence’s gate, killing 15 people

and injuring dozens, police said. Al-Hakim was unharmed.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

BY SLOBODAN LEKIC

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — In a double blow to plans
for a Jan. 30 parliamentary election, a sui-
cide car bomb aimed at the head of Iraq’s
strongest Shiite party killed 15 people Mon-
day, and the largest Sunni Muslim political
grouping announced its withdrawal from
the campaign for the Jan. 30 elections, cit-
ing the rapidly deteriorating security situa-
tion.

The suicide bomber tried to drive his car
into the gate of the residence of Abdul Aziz
al-Hakim, head of the Supreme Council for
the Islamic Revolution in Iraq — the coun-
try’s most powerful Shiite political party.
He detonated his explosives when guards
blocked his way.

Fifteen people died and at least 50 were
wounded in the explosion, which shook the
Jadiriyah district and sent a cloud of
smoke high above the area, police Capt.
Ahmed Ismail said.

Thirty-two cars on the street were de-
stroyed or damaged. Al-Hakim was not
hurt.

Hakim also heads the candidate list of
the 228-member United Iraqi Alliance coa-
lition, which is widely expected to domi-
nate the postelection constitutional assem-
bly and play a key role in formulating
Iraq’s new national charter. The coalition
is backed by Iraq’s top Shiite cleric, Grand
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani.

Just hours later, the leader of the moder-
ate Sunni Iraqi Islamic Party announced
that the group had reversed its earlier deci-
sion to take part in the elections.

“The security situation keeps going from
bad to worse and has to
be dealt with,” said
Mohsen Abdel-Hamid.

The two events un-
derline the difficulty of
holding credible nation-
al elections — the first
free ballot since the
overthrow of the mon-
archy 46 years ago —
amid the instability
caused by the escalat-
ing armed insurrec-
tion.

The prospect of attacks and intimidation

had led senior Sunni political and religious

leaders to call for a postponement of the

vote until the insurgency is brought under

control.

The Iraqi Islamic Party said its decision
to pull out of the race does not mean that it
would not take part in a future ballot.

“The party’s desire is to take part in the
future, should the requirements for its suc-
cess be available,” it said.

Party Secretary Gen-
eral Tarek al-Hashemi
acknowledged that the
withdrawal will leave
minority Sunnis under-
represented in the as-
sembly, but noted: “We
believe when a house is
on fire, you should first
put out the fire before
working on decorating
and arranging it.”

Shiites comprise
about 60 percent of
Iraq’s population, with

Kurds and Sunni Arabs making up 20 per-
cent each. Many in Iraq and abroad fear
the legitimacy of the election would be
compromised if the Sunni community re-
frains from voting.

Shiite leaders also have been sharply
critical of the U.S.-led response to the insur-
gency, saying the Iraqis themselves would
have been more effective in countering the
mainly Sunni rebels.

Political and religious leaders of the Shi-
ite community, who strongly back the hold-
ing of next month’s vote, have been repeat-
edly targeted by the mainly Sunni Muslim
insurgents since the ouster of Saddam Hus-
sein.

Monday’s suicide attack was the second
on a leader of the party on the same block
in the Jadiriyah district of Baghdad. On
Nov. 7, a car bomb exploded near the home
of Iraq’s finance minister, Adil
Abdel-Mahdi. One of his guards died but
the minister escaped unharmed.

Speaking after Monday’s blast, al-Hakim
denounced the interim government’s secu-
rity apparatus, claiming it had been infil-
trated by Saddam loyalists.

“We hold the Iraqi government responsi-
ble for such criminal acts. This govern-
ment has adopted the same wrong policies
that were adopted by the occupation forces

in dealing with security,” al-Hakim told
Iraq’s Al-Furat Television.

The residence, where Hakim has his
home and office, was previously the house
of Tariq Aziz, the former senior aide to Sad-
dam who has been in prison since April
last year.

In August 2003, a suicide bomber killed
Ayatollah Mohammed Baqir al-Hakim,
elder brother of Abdul Aziz and former
leader of the Supreme Council for the Is-
lamic Revolution in Iraq. Like his late
brother, Abdul Aziz Al-Hakim is a Shiite
cleric who opposed Saddam from exile in
Iran before returning to Iraq.

Meanwhile, a U.S. soldier died of
wounds Monday and another was injured
in a roadside bomb explosion in Samarra,
60 miles north of Baghdad, the U.S. mili-
tary said in a statement.

And in northern Iraq, gunmen shot dead
an Iraqi working as translator for the U.S.
military, police Brig. Gen. Sarhad Qader
said. The shooting of Ali Ahmed took place
in the town of Tuz, some 105 miles north of
Baghdad.

Bin Laden endorses al-Zarqawi as his deputy
The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — In an audiotape broad-
cast Monday by Al-Jazeera satellite televi-
sion, a man purported to be Osama bin
Laden endorsed Abu Musab al-Zarqawi as
his deputy in Iraq and called for a boycott of
next month’s elections there.

The voice on the tape described al-Zar-
qawi as the “emir” of al-Qaida in Iraq and
called upon Muslims there “to listen to
him.”

Speaking of a statement last month in
which al-Zarqawi declared allegiance to bin
Laden and changed his group’s name to
al-Qaida in Iraq, the voice on the tape called
it “a great step on the path of unifying all
the mujahedeen in establishing the state of
righteousness and ending the state of injus-
tice.”

The voice sounded like bin Laden but
there was no way to independently confirm
who the speaker was.

Al-Jazeera broadcast excerpts of the tape
while showing a still photo of the bearded
bin Laden, wearing a white robe and head
covering.

Al-Zarqawi’s group is responsible for nu-
merous car bombings and beheadings of for-
eign hostages in Iraq.

This was the second tape by bin Laden to
surface this month. An audiotape posted on
an Islamic Web site Dec. 16 had a man iden-
tified as Osama bin Laden praising mili-
tants who attacked a U.S. consulate in Saudi
Arabia earlier this month and calling on mil-
itants to stop the flow of oil to the West.

Bin Laden is believed to be hiding in the
mountains along the Pakistan-Afghanistan
border.

Assassination attempt kills 15 in Baghdad
Sunni Muslim
party pulls out
of Iraq election

The security

situation keeps

going from bad to

worse and has to

be dealt with.

Mohsen Abdel-Hamid

leader, Sunni Iraqi Islamic Party
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BY JOSEPH GIORDONO

Stars and Stripes

TAJI, Iraq — Local leaders in
this mostly rural area on the out-
skirts of Baghdad are telling U.S.
military commanders that securi-
ty is still the most important issue
to be resolved.

Military officials largely agree,
and say the fastest fix is to get
more cooperation from those
same leaders and townspeople in
ongoing efforts to root out insur-
gent fighters.

Last week, several battalion
commanders and civil affairs per-
sonnel from the 256th Brigade
Combat Team who patrol the Taji
region sat down with local Iraqi
officials at a khada, or regional
council meeting. Working
through the morning, the two
groups exchanged thanks, sought
information and worked to find
common ground.

“If you point out to me who the
bad guys are, I will capture or kill
them,” Lt. Col. Geoffrey Slack,
commander of the 1st Battalion,
69th Infantry Regiment, told the
council members. “We want your
input to improve the security pic-
ture.”

U.S. officials say the Taji area
could be particularly important
because it lies between Baghdad,
Fallujah and Mosul, cities that
have become centers of the
months-long insurgency. Military
leaders say insurgents pushed
out in last month’s offensive in
Fallujah could be training or seek-
ing refuge in the area.

At the khada, local officials ech-
oed those sentiments.

“If you secure this area, you
can make Baghdad more and
more safe,” one of the council
members said through an inter-
preter. Insurgents have already
threatened many on the council,
he said.

One of the difficulties, the Iraqi
leaders said, is that new U.S.
units continually rotate through
the local area, bringing different

methods and troops than previ-
ous units. One council member
said he has met with five differ-
ent U.S. commanders since June
2003.

Some soldiers have the same
complaint, saying they are some-

times only in one area long
enough to get to know the local
population, then are moved.

“The vast majority of people
here are on the edge,” Slack, a di-
rect and plain-spoken Long Is-
lander, said in an interview earli-

er in his command post. “They
aren’t sure yet whether working
with the coalition is a good thing
or bad thing.”

Insurgents have warned the
local population against cooperat-
ing with the U.S. military and

have attacked troops with road-
side bombs on several routes
throughout the area. In addition,
Slack said, criminals have ha-
rassed truck drivers and other
merchants.

Meeting with local political
leaders and sheiks is one of the
tactics to find the fighters, who
council members claimed were
largely foreigners. Another tactic
is patrolling the countryside.

On Christmas Eve, a day after
the council meeting, the unit sent
out several patrols. One, a convoy
of armored vehicles riding along
one of the many irrigation canals
around Taji, stopped in a palm
grove near a farm complex.

The soldiers quickly searched
the buildings. Then they asked
the residents — nearly two dozen
women and children and one teen-
age boy — about the situation.
The people in the compound said
they had enough gas to run their
generator only 30 minutes a day.

Sgt. Javish Rosa, 25, of New
York City, said the compound re-
minded him of Afghanistan,
where he served an active-duty
tour with the 10th Mountain Divi-
sion. Rosa surveyed the scene,
quietly slipping pieces of candy to
the children.

The family offered the soldiers
tea, and the troops returned with
a box full of presents — stuffed an-
imals, plastic flutes, crayons and
other gifts. The encounter ended
with smiles all around.

Out in the palm grove, soldiers
discovered freshly dug trenches
that could be either fighting posi-
tions or used to hide recently-un-
earthed weapons caches. Insur-
gents have been known to bury
munitions in outlying areas be-
fore digging them up to use in
later attacks on U.S. troops, mili-
tary officials have said.

But Friday, as is often the case,
all of the people living nearby
said they didn’t know how the
trenches were used or who dug
them.

E-mail Joseph Giordono at:
giordonoj@pstripes.osd.mil

LYNNE STEELY/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Maj. Andrew T. Johnson, civil affairs officer with the 18th Military Police

Brigade out of in Mannheim, Germany, visits with Iraqi children during a joint

civil-military medical operation this month at the Shatt al Arab School in Bagh-

dad. Several brigade soldiers handed out school supplies, first-aid kits, hy-

giene supplies and toys to the students. The children also were given physi-

cal examinations and treated for minor ailments.

Goodwill visit brings treatment, toys

The Associated Press

DAMASCUS, Syria — Syria on Monday de-
manded that the United States produce any evi-
dence that Syria is meddling in Iraq’s internal
affairs and assisting the insurgency against
U.S.-led coalition troops in the
country.

The state-owned Tishrin daily
said Syria has repeatedly called
on U.S. envoys and Iraqi offi-
cials to put forth evidence to
prove their accusations and said
Syria was “still waiting” for
proof.

“The U.S. accusations are nil,
void and baseless,” Tishrin said
in the front-page editorial.

Iraqi and U.S. officials, including President

Bush, have accused Syria of meddling in Iraq’s

affairs and aiding the insurgency.

Information Minister Mahdi Dakhlallah said

such accusations were meaningless and were
harmful “to the general situation and Syri-
an-Iraqi relations” in particular.

“The situation is difficult in Iraq. The [Ameri-
can] occupation faces a big problem there and

the easiest thing is always to try
and export the problem, to try
and blame others,” he said in an
interview with Al-Arabiya satel-
lite station Sunday.

Earlier this month, Iraq’s De-
fense Minister Hazem Shaalan
accused Syria and Iran of sup-
porting an al-Qaida-linked
group in Iraq and insurgents
linked to Saddam Hussein’s
former security forces. Later,
Iraqi Interim Prime Minister

Ayad Allawi said Shaalan’s comments did not
reflect his government’s policy.

Syria denies the charges and says it is doing
all it can to control its long and porous border.

Syria challenges U.S. to prove
alleged terrorism link in Iraq

PHOTOS BY JOSEPH GIORDONO/Stars and Stripes

Above: Staff Sgt. Feliberto Rivera, left, and Sgt. Javish Rosa, both of
the 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry Regiment, clear buildings in a farm

compound near Taji on Christmas Eve. Right: Soldiers from the 1st

Battalion, 69th Infantry Regiment ask local residents about a trench

found in a palm grove. Soldiers say the trench could have been either a

fighting position or a hiding place for a weapons cache.

Lt. Col.
Geoffrey
Slack, 1st
Battalion,
69th Infan-
try Regiment
commander,
talks with
two local
sheiks dur-
ing a region-
al council
meeting in
Taji, Iraq.
Local lead-
ers say
security is
still the most
important
issue to be
resolved.

U.S. asks for local help after sheiks say security in area could make other cities safer

Troops call for cooperation in strategic Taji

The U.S.

accusations are

nil, void and

baseless.

Syria’s state-owned

Tishrin daily
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BY JOSH WHITE

The Washington Post

TIKRIT, Iraq — Gen. Peter Schoomak-
er, the Army’s chief of staff, made a sur-
prise visit to a small group of soldiers here
at Forward Operating Base Danger, and
said in an interview that the war in Iraq is
“going pretty well.”

“Everybody I talk to has a balanced view
and understands a challenge is ahead of
us,” Schoomaker said. “It’s an important
time. It’s tough, it’s a battle of wills, and
we’re going to stick with it.”

In an unannounced visit, Schoomaker ar-
rived at this northern Iraq city late Sunday
and shared dinner with a group of about
two dozen Army soldiers who have recent-
ly decided to re-enlist. Schoomaker ar-
rived at the base’s mess hall after 7 p.m. to
a band softly playing Christmas songs and
soldiers eagerly awaiting a seat next to
him.

“I don’t know of a time when an army
could do its job as well as this one is
doing,” Schoomaker said after a quick
meal with a gaggle of soldiers, officers, and

Maj. Gen. John R.S. Batiste, who com-
mands the 1st Infantry Division. “I’m very
proud of you.”

Schoomaker’s visit was the third on the

part of top Pentagon officials in recent
days. Soldiers in Tikrit also met with De-
fense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld during
his whirlwind Christmas Eve tour of Iraq

on Friday, and Gen. Richard Myers, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, ushered a
USO troupe through Iraq earlier this
month.

Schoomaker, wearing the Army’s newly
designed all-purpose camouflage uniform,
presented each of the soldiers he met with
a commemorative command coin in the
shape of a dog tag.

He said the dog tag symbolizes “what
armies are for; armies are there to fight.”

“You’ve made an important commit-
ment,” Schoomaker told the soldiers as
they stood around a dining table in a cor-
ner of the mess hall. “The thing that gives
me the most optimism for our country is
you. I know some of you are going to be
members of Congress, leaders of industry,
leaders of the Army. You’re just extraordi-
nary.”

Schoomaker spent his holiday weekend
visiting troops in Afghanistan and Iraq, per-
sonally re-enlisting soldiers in both coun-
tries and awarding some soldiers their pur-
ple heart awards for combat injuries.

Earlier in the day, he visited soldiers
with the 1st Cavalry Division in the Bagh-
dad area.

Army chief says Iraq war ‘going pretty well’

BY JOSEPH GIORDONO

Stars and Stripes

CAMP LIBERTY, Iraq —
Down on the street, a pair of Iraqi
men linger by the side of the road.
One holds a shovel.

Nearby, another man fusses
with a beat-up, stalled car, push-
ing it close to the side of the road
and putting up the hood.

Up in the watchtower, Spc.
John Basco and Pfc. Ronald Bou-
dreaux note the behavior and
radio it to their command post.
Any other place, the activity
would seem normal. But on the
heavily traveled road next to the
perimeter of a large U.S. base
near Baghdad, everything is sus-
pect.

The man with the shovel could
be burying a roadside bomb.

The stalled car could hold a
bomb, waiting for a passing U.S.
convoy.

Eight hours a day, Basco and
Boudreaux, of Battery B, 1st Bat-
talion, 141st Field Artillery, man
one of more than a dozen rein-
forced watchtowers along the pe-
rimeter wall. Other members of
their battery, like many artillery-
men in Iraq who have been shift-
ed to other duties, man the other
towers.

Basco and Boudreaux’s unit is
known as the Washington Artil-
lery, founded in New Orleans and
now the oldest artillery battalion
outside the 13 original colonies.
Today, it’s part of the National
Guard’s 256th Brigade Combat
Team, serving a one-year tour in
central Iraq. Other artillerymen
from the unit work in the bri-
gade’s detention facility and at
base gates.

“It’s not like being outside the
wire every day, but to me it’s al-
most worse,” said Basco, a
23-year-old reservist from New
Orleans of the watchtower duty.
“We don’t see the danger coming.
We’re stationary, eight hours a
day.”

A typical shift on the tower is

enough to keep the
boredom away.
The tower over-
looks an agricultur-
al college and is ad-
jacent to an Iraqi
police station; both
military and civil-
ian vehicles use
the road between
the two.

One of the first
crews to man the
tower, Boudreaux said, was at-
tacked by insurgents with a rock-
et-propelled grenade; one soldier
lost an arm in the fight. A few
weeks back, says the 20-year-old
from Gramercy, La., a backpack
bomb was detonated at the police
station, sending body parts flying
into the street.

They’ve seen roadside bombs
detonate and have watched a
fierce firefight about 900 yards

down the road. At night, they
often hear mortar rounds hitting
nearby.

“You didn’t see it, but you
heard it,” Basco says of one.
“This tower was shook, let’s put it
that way.”

Sometimes, children come
close to the wall. One little girl
threw a rose onto the top of the
wall, which Basco saved and sent
home to his wife. Another time, a
group of kids tossed one of their

photo albums up
to the tower.

Inside, picture
after picture
showed the Iraqi
family with a
group of soldiers.
It’s obviously
from a less dan-
gerous time —
the soldiers are
without weapons,
helmets and

body armor, eating meals with
the family in their home. In one
series of pictures, which Basco
filmed with his own small video
camera while paging through the
album, the family presents a sol-
dier with birthday cakes, candles
and all. It’s a heartbreaking re-
minder for the soldiers in the
tower that things weren’t always
the way they are now.

On the street, a dozen men pile

into a taxi van. A group of boys
start teasing one another, which
escalates into a shoving match.

“Oh, they threw his hat on the
ground. It’s on now,” laughs Bou-
dreaux.

“They’re fixing to scrap.”

Later, a convoy of armored ve-
hicles rumbles by; the man with
the stalled vehicle is still there.
Nothing happens.

At sunset, the call to prayer ech-
oes from a nearby mosque. Soon,
it’s almost completely dark. The
street lights on one side of the
road don’t work; the traffic slows
to a crawl, pedestrians head for
home.

Basco and Boudreaux have five
hours left on their shift, then an-
other team relieves them. For
them, the talk turns to football
and the New Orleans Saints.

E-mail Joseph Giordono at:
giordonoj@pstripes.osd.mil

Army Chief of

Staff Gen. Peter
Schoomaker,

left, awards the
Purple Heart

medal to
Sgt. Douglas
McManama of

Sandston, Va.,
at Forward

Operating Base
Marez in Mosul,

Iraq, on Sunday.
McManama was
injured during

the suicide
bomber attack in

the dining facility
last Tuesday.

AP

Ever vigilant in Camp Liberty’s watchtowers

PHOTOS BY JOSEPH GIORDONO/Stars and Stripes

Above: Spc. John Basco, left, and Pfc. Ronald Boudreaux, of Battery B, 1st Battalion, 141st Field Artillery Regiment, man a watchtower as the

sun sets behind Camp Liberty, outside of Baghdad. Right: Pfc. Ronald Boudreaux, of Battery B, 1st Battalion, 141st Field Artillery Regiment,

heads up to his post in a watchtower at Camp Liberty.

It’s not like being outside the wire

every day, but to me, it’s almost

worse. We don’t see the danger

coming. We’re stationary, eight hours

a day.

Spc. John Basco

Battery B, 1st Battalion, 141st Field Artillery
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BY LOUISE ROUG

Los Angeles Times

FORWARD OPERATING BASE CALD-
WELL, Iraq — Army 1st Lt. Lawrence Jud-
kins had just sat down to eat with a couple
of fellow soldiers at this base in Kirkush
when he noticed six Iraqi workers enter-
ing.

As the men sat down at the next table, he
and his friends got up and left.

It took only a few glances between the
U.S. soldiers to communicate what played
on their minds: Mosul.

“I didn’t recognize them,” Judkins said
later.

Last week, a suicide bomber killed 22
people, including 18 Americans and three
Iraqi guardsmen, in a mess tent at For-
ward Operating Base Marez near Mosul.
The United States has been investigating
how the attacker penetrated the base’s se-
curity, and military officials said they sus-
pected that the attacker was wearing a uni-
form of the Iraqi security forces, who
share facilities with U.S. troops.

“If it turns out that it’s a suicide bomber
dressed in Iraqi National Guard uniforms,
it would have no effect on the relationship
with the Iraqi National Guards that we
work with here,” said Maj. Gen. John Ba-
tiste, commander of the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion, when he visited the Caldwell base Sat-

urday. “We fully understand that those uni-
forms are available. That’s a potential risk
that we take.”

Although military commanders said the
bombing would not change relations be-
tween Americans and Iraqis, it has in-
creased tensions and distrust. Soldiers said
they were taking an
extra look at security
forces, as well as
translators and con-
tractors.

“Everybody is
watching everybody,”
said Spc. Clay Wright,
from Knoxville,
Tenn., with the 278th
Regiment.

Along a chain-link
fence in a corner of
the Caldwell post, 50
miles northeast of
Baghdad, U.S. sol-
diers live in rows of tents side by side with
Iraqi interpreters. In another part of the
base, Marines train Iraqi security forces.
At night, Iraqis clean the bathrooms by the
soldiers’ housing.

Iraqi security forces man entry check-
points.

One soldier mentioned what appeared to
be a new security measure.

For a ceremony where high-ranking U.S.
officers and Iraqi security forces were

present, soldiers were told to wear body
armor. At previous ceremonies, such as
memorials or graduations, that had not
been the case.

“Mosul ... forces us to change our tempo,
change the way we do business,” said Lt.
Col. Gerald Waddle, who is in charge of

troop security at Cald-
well and oversees the
training of the Iraqi
national guard there.

He didn’t want to
specify what changes,
if any, had taken
place.

On this base, Ameri-
cans and Iraqis play
soccer together, ex-
change joke e-mails
and share endless cig-
arettes, but their rela-
tionship is complicat-
ed.

“We trust them,” one Iraqi interpreter
said. “But we don’t know if they trust us.”

After the attack near Mosul, many U.S.
soldiers said that while they might know
and like the Iraqis they dealt with daily,
they were wary.

“You can’t get into that mind-set that it
can’t happen here — because it can,” said
Tim Norrod, a soldier with the 278th Regi-
ment.

Another soldier put it this way: “It’s like

Attila the Hun,” poisoned by his wife on
their wedding night, he said. “You always
have to be on guard.”

U.S. officials prefer working with Kurdish
security forces “because they trust them
more. Americans don’t even like to use Ira-
qis in the kitchens, because they worry they
might poison the food,” according to Sabah
Kadhim, spokesman for Iraq’s Interior Min-
istry.

Working with Iraqi soldiers in the past,
U.S. commanders have said they worried
that the Iraqis might turn their guns on
American soldiers on the battlefield. When
joint operations are planned, U.S. soldiers
frequently don’t inform their Iraqi counter-
parts about the details or the target until a
couple of hours before because they worry
about leaks from the Iraqi side.

While the United States continues mili-
tary operations and trains Iraqi security
forces in preparation for the eventual han-
dover of power, part of the U.S. strategy is
economic. Creating jobs for local Iraqis
and pumping money into the local econo-
my help fight the insurgency, commanders
said.

The attacks near Mosul cast a shadow
for incoming soldiers, who had yet to make
any Iraqi friends on the base.

Judkins said: “They’re still a little
jumpy.”

Edmund Sanders of the Los Angeles Times contrib-
uted to this report.

BY STEVE LIEWER

Stars and Stripes

KITZINGEN, Germany — The 417th
Base Support Battalion has spent nearly $2
million on a welcome-home present for the
soldiers from the 1st Infantry Division’s
headquarters and support staff based in
Würzburg and nearby Kitzingen.

It has leased nine aluminum-sided porta-
ble buildings for use as reception and rein-
tegration centers at Leighton, Harvey and
Larson barracks in the two communities.

Capt. Larry Wright Jr., the BSB’s plans
and operations officer, said the heated
buildings will fill in for gyms, hangars and
meeting rooms during the division’s busy

homecoming from Iraq, which is expected
to peak in February.

That will free up those rooms for use by
the rest of the community, Wright said.

Thousands of family members will greet
returning soldiers for the first time in the
three reception centers, one of which has
been built at each base. Wright said each
contains 500-seat bleachers, office space, a
children’s play area and a movie room.

The large buildings are divided by cur-
tains, so spouses and children can wait on
one side while troops fill out paperwork
and turn in weapons on the other. Then the
returning soldiers line up, and the curtains
are pulled back to dramatically reveal
them standing at attention, Wright said.

The six reintegration buildings are being
erected in a motor pool on Leighton Bar-
racks and should be completed by this
week.

Soldiers will attend seven half-days of
mandatory reintegration training in the
new tents before heading off on 30 days of
block leave, Wright said.

“In January and February, when we
have the big rush, we’ll have different
units in every tent,” he said.

Wright said 417th BSB leaders decided
to rent the tents after observing the 1st Ar-
mored Division’s homecoming at Baum-
holder from Iraq last summer.

“They were using gyms and other facili-
ties,” of different sizes and shapes, he said.

“It was just felt that is was better to have
standardized facilities.”

The support battalion spent $1.8 million
from a special fund dedicated for expenses
related to the war on terrorism to rent the
tents until late spring, Wright said. If the
tents work well they may be purchased for
permanent use.

The tents got their first test Dec. 18
when the first 53 soldiers from the Division
Support Command returned to Harvey
with the 1st ID’s advance party.

“I thought they worked well,” said Maj.
Christopher Chun, the support command’s
rear-detachment commander. “Once they
get a larger number of soldiers [coming
home], that’ll be the real test.”

E-mail Steve Liewer at:
liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

LARRY REILLY/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Friends and family catch their first glimpse of returning 1st Infantry Division’s Division Support Command and 701st Main Support Battalion soldiers this month in the reception tent
on Harvey Barracks last week in Kitzingen, Germany. The BSB spent $1.8 million to lease nine “reintegration tents” for division homecoming events from Iraq this spring.

Americans don’t even

like to use Iraqis in

the kitchens, because

they worry they

might poison

the food.

Sabah Kadhim
Spokesman, Iraq’s Interior Ministry

Kitzingen buys tents to host flood of 1st ID homecomings

Mosul attack lessens trust in Iraqi troops
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A motorist dodges traffic after parking his truck at right and moving to assist a car that went into a ditch

during a snowstorm Sunday on Virginia 10 between Chuckatuck and Smithfield, Va.

Snow, sleet falls along East
Coast, causing more delays

BY MARK PRATT

The Associated Press

BOSTON — A storm spread
sleet, freezing rain and more than
a foot of snow along the Eastern
seaboard, knocking out power
Monday to thousands in New En-
gland, stranding hundreds of mo-
torists along icy highways in the
Carolinas and causing airport de-
lays.

At least two traffic deaths were
blamed on the weather in North
Carolina.

Fourteen inches of snow had
fallen Monday in Virginia and 18
inches fell in eastern Massachu-
setts as the storm skimmed the
coast on a northeasterly track. Up
to 20 inches of snow was possible
in southeastern Massachusetts,
the National Weather Service
said.

Just over 8 inches fell on the
eastern tip of New York’s Long Is-
land.

The snow limited Boston’s
Logan International Airport to a

single runway until a second was
opened late in the morning. That
caused “substantial” flight de-
lays, said Logan spokesman Phil
Orlandella. Rhode Island got up
to 10 inches and T.F. Green Air-
port in Warwick had flight delays
Monday after shutting down late
Sunday night so crews could
clear runways.

Among the travelers affected
were the New England Patriots,
who arrived in Boston by bus
early Monday after a seven-hour
ride from New Jersey, where
they defeated the New York Jets
23-7.

“We were all loaded on the
plane in Newark and ready to
leave and there were some long
discussions” about deteriorating
airport conditions in Boston and
Providence, said WBZ sportscast-
er Gil Santos, the team’s radio
play-by-play announcer. The play-
ers got off their plane and board-
ed four buses, he said.

The snow was accompanied by

stiff wind, and as many as 22,000
customers lost electrical service.
Most of them were back on line
by late morning, said NStar
spokesman John Milton. Scat-
tered outages were reported else-
where in eastern New England.

The storm’s combination of
wind, freezing rain and snow hit
parts of the Carolinas on Sunday,
snapping tree limbs and power
lines.

About 2,100 customers were
still without electricity Monday in
North Carolina, down from a
peak of 14,000. More than 16,000
homes and businesses were
blacked out Sunday in South Caro-
lina, but that number was down to
less than 5,000 Monday morning.

Traffic resumed moving early
Monday on Interstate 95 in east-
ern North Carolina after Sunday’s
ice and more than six inches of
snow slowed cars and trucks to a
crawl and made some motorists
give up altogether.

Hundreds of travelers spent
the night in hotel lobbies and shel-
ters.

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — An online casino
will pay a man $5,300 for his
naughty children’s Christmas
gifts.

The same casino made head-
lines buying a cheese sandwich
said to bear the Virgin Mary’s

image and a plate that supposedly
came from the Titanic.

The Pasadena man said last
week that he decided to auction
the three Nintendo D-S game sys-
tems because his sons, ages nine,
eleven, and 15, had misbehaved.

The man says his family will use
the money to buy a new heating

system for his Pasadena church.
He spoke to The Associated Press
on condition of anonymity.

GoldenPalace.com has paid
about $108,000 for eBay oddities
in just more than a month. Its
spokesman says it plans to donate
the game systems to a needy
Houston family.

BY KATHERINE

PFLEGER SHRADER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — U.S. coun-
terterrorism agencies are shop-
ping for talent at job fairs, dan-
gling generous scholarships and
luring staff from each other in a
race to overcome a shortage of an-
alysts that may only get worse
with America’s new intelligence
overhaul.

The problem existed even be-
fore Congress and the White
House approved an intelligence
restructuring this month that cre-
ates positions for people whose
skills already are in high demand.

There is no consensus across
the nation’s 15 intelligence agen-
cies on where staffing needs are
the most acute. But few dispute
that many more analysts are need-
ed, particularly in the depart-
ments and agencies created since
Sept. 11, 2001. The nearly
two-year-old Homeland Security
Department is a prime example.

“If you had a hundred, we’d
take them,” Pat Hughes, the
Homeland Security Depart-
ment’s top intelligence official,
said in an interview earlier this
year. “We have to look, search,
test, assess. You don’t just get ana-
lysts off a tree. ... We need people,
but we need good people.”

To find them, Homeland Securi-
ty and other agencies are heading
to job fairs, often looking near mil-
itary bases where civil service is
part of the culture and people
may have security clearances.

They’re also trying to snag peo-
ple from the private sector.

Congress also is offering sweet-
eners.

Senate Intelligence Committee
Chairman Pat Roberts, a Republi-
can from Kansas, has created mil-
itary-style scholarships for the in-
telligence community. Under the
program, undergraduate and
graduate students can receive up
to $50,000 of tuition if they agree
to take needed jobs in an intelli-
gence agency for up to three
years.

This year, slots for 150 students
were divided among the agen-
cies, using $4 million. Being an an-
alyst is almost an academic pro-
fession — part taught, part ab-
sorbed, part intuition — that re-
quires weighing volumes of infor-
mation and boiling it down into re-
ports for policy-makers in the ex-
ecutive branch and Congress.

Among the most classified and
most important reports are na-
tional intelligence estimates,
which draw on information
across government and are writ-
ten by leading analysts at the Na-
tional Intelligence Council.

U.S. intelligence
agencies coping
with shortages

Online casino strikes again, buying
naughty children’s Christmas gifts

IN THE STATES
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Church
closures
go on as
planned

BY KEN MAGUIRE

The Associated Press

NATICK, Massachusetts — A
protest vigil at a parish slated for
closure by the Boston archdio-
cese ended when police sealed
off the 114-year-old church fol-
lowing its final Mass and or-
dered parishioners to leave.

About a dozen parishioners
had resumed the vigil at Sacred
Heart Church on Sunday morn-
ing after two church members,
Anne Green and Leo Ryan, were
arrested for refusing to leave fol-
lowing Christmas Eve Mass on
Friday night.

But after several hours, police
entered the building and told the
parishioners they would be ar-
rested if they didn’t leave. No ar-
rests were made.

The closure is part of a reorga-
nization plan announced last

spring by Archbishop Sean O’-
Malley. The move was in re-
sponse to declining attendance,
a shortage of priests and finan-
cial pressure caused in part by
the clergy sex abuse crisis. The
archdiocese is shutting down or
consolidating 83 churches by
year’s end.

Brendan Melchiorri, 14, who
left Sacred Heart weeping with
the other evicted parishioners,
said the closure was “one of the
worst days of my entire life.”

“I was baptized in this church,
and I’ve grown up in this

church,” he said. “It’s wrong. It’s
horrible. This shouldn’t be hap-
pening. I can’t believe I’m never
going to see the inside of my
church ever again.”

Kelly Lynch, a spokeswoman
for the archdiocese, said there
was no decision to take a harder
line against the protests.

“The decisions made at Sa-
cred Heart were based on cir-
cumstances particular to this
parish,” she said.

Parishioners at eight other
churches continued around-the-
clock vigils to stave off their clo-
sures.

BY ANNE D’INNOCENZIO

The Associated Press

Merchants are slashing post-
holiday prices even deeper, hop-
ing to squeeze the last bit of sales
from a shopping season that
many retailers are finding unim-
pressive.

The nation’s malls and stores of-
fered discounts on coats, cash-
mere sweaters and other items
Sunday as Americans en masse
returned unwanted and ill-fitting
presents and redeemed gift
cards.

After struggling with disap-
pointing sales throughout the holi-
day season, retailers and mall op-
erators like J.C. Penney Co. Inc.
and Taubman Centers Inc. report-
ed a pickup in sales this past
week, though winter storms in
the Midwest stymied shopping in
the affected regions. Now, mer-
chants are focusing on the week
after Christmas, relying on shop-
pers to do more buying — and
less returning — to meet their
modest sales goals.

With gift cards increasingly
popular, plenty of stores includ-
ing Penney and Target were en-
couraging consumers in advertis-
ing on Sunday to spend them im-
mediately — gift cards are record-
ed as sales only when they are re-
deemed.

“The holiday season will be
told on how many gift cards get re-

deemed in the week after Christ-
mas,” versus how many will be re-
deemed in January and Febru-
ary, said Ellen Tolley, a spokes-
woman for the National Retail
Federation, which estimated
$17.24 billion worth — or roughly

about 8 percent of holiday sales
— will be sold in gift cards this
season.

The industry association is
sticking with its forecast of a 4.5
percent gain in total sales for No-
vember and December. That ex-

cludes restaurant and auto sales.
Other bright spots this season

have been online shopping, with
sales at the high end of projec-
tions, and luxury stores, which
have continued with robust sales.

About 400 people endured the

cold and snowy roads to shop at
Kaufmann’s at Polaris Fashion
Place in Columbus, Ohio.

The early bargain-hunters
were treated to 50 to 60 percent
off everything from coats to shoes
to gold jewelry. Many also came
in the door with a newspaper cou-
pon offering $10 off if they spent
more than $25.

Among the crowds were Tomi
and Ira Campbell of Columbus,
who arrived at Kaufmann’s at
about 6:30 a.m., with their
3-year-old son, and an ad with a
circled listing for cashmere sweat-
ers discounted to $29.99.

“You can’t beat that. I’ve
watched the cashmere sweaters
for months,” Tomi Campbell said.
“I got two cashmeres for less than
the price of one.”

Even luxury stores like Saks
Fifth Avenue and Bergdorf Good-
man, which have held back on
price cutting amid strong sales, of-
fered generous discounts of up to
70 percent. C. Britt Beemer, chair-
man of America’s Research
Group, believes those cuts were
unplanned and were an attempt
to recoup what he believes was
lost business last week.

The full picture for the holiday
shopping season won’t be known
until Jan. 6, when the nation’s re-
tailers are slated to report their
December sales figures.

Consumers, retailers hope post-Christmas sales bring good cheer

AP

Brendan Melchiorri, 14, left, prays with his father, Rocky, center, on

the steps of Sacred Heart Church in Natick, Mass. A vigil at the

church ended Sunday without arrests after police sealed off the

church and ordered out parishoners who had refused to leave after

the final Mass.

Mass. parishioners’
vigil ends peacefully

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The airplane is a Gulfstream V turbojet, the sort
favored by CEOs and celebrities. But since 2001, it has been seen at
military airports from Pakistan to Indonesia to Jordan, sometimes
being boarded by hooded and handcuffed passengers.

The plane’s owner of record, Premier Executive Transport Services
Inc., lists directors and officers who appear to exist only on paper.

And each one of those directors and officers has a recently issued So-
cial Security number and an address only of a post office box, accord-
ing to an extensive search of state, federal and commercial records.

Bryan P. Dyess, Steven E. Kent, Timothy R. Sperling and Audrey M.
Tailor are names without residential, work, telephone or corporate his-
tories — just the kind of “sterile identities,” said current and former in-
telligence officials, that the CIA uses to conceal involvement in clandes-
tine operations. In this case, the agency is flying captured terrorist sus-
pects from one country to another for detention and interrogation.

The CIA calls this “rendition.” Premier Executive’s Gulfstream
helps make it possible. According to civilian aircraft landing permits,
the jet has permission to use U.S. military airfields worldwide.

Since Sept. 11, 2001, secret renditions have become a principal weap-
on in the CIA’s arsenal against suspected al-Qaida terrorists, accord-
ing to congressional testimony by CIA officials. But as the practice has
grown, the agency has had more difficulty keeping it secret.

According to airport officials, public documents and hobbyist plane
spotters, the Gulfstream V has been used to whisk detainees into or out
of Jakarta, Indonesia; Pakistan; Egypt; and Sweden, usually at night,
and has landed at well-known U.S. government refueling stops.

Human rights groups are working on legal challenges to renditions,
said Morton Sklar, executive director of the World Organization for
Human Rights USA, because one of their purposes is to transfer cap-
tives to countries that use harsh interrogation methods outlawed in the
United States. That, he said, is prohibited by the U.N. Convention on
Torture.

AP

Shoppers — like these crossing Geary Boulevard in San Francisco — headed to the nation’s malls and stores

Sunday to grab post-holiday bargains as merchants slashed prices even deeper in hopes of squeezing more

sales out of what’s winding up to be an unimpressive holiday season.

Shoppers go back to the mall for bargains

Mission of plane
is an open secret
CIA uses Gulfstream jet to transport detainees
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BY JOHN NOLAN

The Associated Press

HEBRON, Ky. — Regional air-
line Comair will need several
days to resume a full schedule of
flights that were grounded over
the busy holiday weekend due to
a computer failure, a company of-
ficial said.

A day after all 1,100 of Co-
mair’s flights were canceled, cus-
tomers frustrated from days of de-
lays and cancellations got some
relief Sunday when the airline re-
sumed 172 flights, about 15 per-
cent of its normal schedule.

“We anticipate Comair will be
able to operate on a full schedule
by Wednesday,” said Nick Miller,
a spokesman for the Delta subsid-
iary based at Cincinnati/Northern
Kentucky International Airport.
“That is our goal.”

About 100 people stood in line
Sunday at the ticket counter
shared by Comair and Delta, wait-
ing to be helped by two dozen
agents. Nearby in the terminal
were huge piles of lost luggage.

Comair wasn’t the only airline

that experienced problems dur-
ing the holiday travel rush. US
Airways started chipping away
Sunday at a mountain of
backed-up luggage, part of what
its chief executive called an “oper-
ational meltdown.” Hundreds of
US Airways flights were canceled
from Friday to Sunday, the result

of severe weather Thursday and
large numbers of baggage han-
dlers, ramp workers and flight at-
tendants calling in sick.

US Airways was operating at
near-normal levels by Sunday,
when it had canceled 43 of about
1,200 flights systemwide. That
was down from 143 scratched

flights on Saturday and 176 on Fri-
day.

Comair’s computer shutdown
forced the airline to cancel all of
its Saturday flights. Miller did not
know how many customers were
affected, but said the airline
serves 30,000 travelers in 118 cit-
ies on a normal day.

Jackson Lashier, 26, and wife
Julie, 27, of Wilmore, Ky., called
Comair about 50 times Saturday
before finally reaching a worker
who told them their flight to Des
Moines, Iowa, on Sunday was can-
celed.

Comair booked the couple on a
Delta flight to Minneapolis,
where Lashier’s parents would
pick them up.

“We feel very fortunate that we
are able to get out today,” Lashier
said Sunday. “A lot of people here
today are under much worse cir-
cumstances.”

Maryclaire Dale and Joann Loviglio of
The Associated Press contributed to
this story from Philadelphia.

GROUNDED: Comair and
US Airways were still trying to
get their normal schedule of
flights off the ground after hun-
dreds of cancellations over the
holiday weekend.

WHAT HAPPENED?: Co-
mair blamed a failed comput-
er that manages flight assign-
ments. US Airways blamed
Thursday’s severe weather
and a large number of employ-
ees calling in sick.

BACK ON TRACK: US Air-
ways was mostly up and run-
ning, but was still delivering a
mountain of late luggage. Offi-
cials at Comair — which was
only about 15 percent opera-
tional by Sunday — said their
goal for a return to a full flight
schedule was Wednesday.

— The Associated Press

Travel woes

THE (CINCINNATI) ENQUIRER/AP

A Transportation Security Administration worker stands among lost luggage Sunday at Cincinnati/Northern
Kentucky International Airport in Hebron, Ky. A spokesman for Cincinnati-based Comair, which was forced to
cancel flights over the holiday weekend, said the airline expects to operate on a full schedule by Wednesday.

US Airways still
sorting through
piles of luggage

Comair looks to resume operations
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BY JOE MILICIA

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Ever since she claimed
to lose that winning lottery ticket, Elecia
Battle’s reputation has been on the ropes.

Still struggling with disgrace a year after
insisting that Mega Millions jackpot was
rightfully hers, Battle says she’s had a hard
time landing a job.

Now she’ll be looking to land jabs — in
her new career as a boxer.

Her ring name? “Mega Battle.”
The 41-year-old said she’s been training

for seven months and will be ready to
make her debut next month.

She still insists that she thought she
bought the winning ticket worth $162 mil-
lion. The mother of four grabbed national
headlines by saying she lost the ticket for
the Dec. 30, 2003, drawing when she
dropped her purse outside a convenience
store in suburban South Euclid.

Police said they had no reason to believe
Battle was lying; her description of picking
the winning numbers based on family

birthdays and ages seemed plausible. And
it was known that the winner picked their
own numbers.

But after the real winner, hospital work-
er Rebecca Jemison, claimed the prize,
Battle had some explaining to do.

She tearfully apologized, saying, “I want-
ed to win so bad for my kids and my fami-
ly.” She was convicted in April of filing a
false police report, a misdemeanor, put on
one year’s probation.

Battle said since then she’s struggled to
find work.

“It’s been complicated getting a job.
‘Aren’t you that lady ... ?’ I can’t go any-
where without people knowing who I am,”
she said.

She trains with Romeo Conner, who has
taught boxers for 20 years. He said he’s
never talked to her about the Mega Mil-
lions fiasco. He said he believes in Battle
because of her dedication to training.

“If she was pretending, I would have
known by now,” Conner said. “I deliberate-
ly make stuff extremely hard and she
keeps coming back the next day.”

The Washington Post

For some, the diagnosis comes out of the
blue. For others, it arrives after a long battle.
Either way, the news that death is just a few
months away poses a daunting challenge for
both doctor and patient.

Drugs can ease pain and reduce anxiety,
but what about the more profound issues
that come with impending death? The wish
to resolve lingering conflicts with family
members. The longing to know, before it’s
too late, what it means to love, or what it
meant to live. There is no medicine to ad-
dress such disease.

Or is there? This month, in a little-noted
administrative decision, the Food and
Drug Administration gave the green light
to a Harvard proposal to test the benefits of
the illegal street drug known as Ecstasy in
patients diagnosed with severe anxiety re-
lated to advanced cancer.

The drug, also known as 3,4-methylene-
dioxymethamphetamine, or MDMA, has
been referred to by psychiatrists as an “em-
pathogen,” a drug especially good at put-
ting people in touch with their emotions.
Some believe it could help patients come to
terms with the end of life.

The FDA’s approval marks a milestone
for a small but increasingly effective move-
ment favoring a more open-minded atti-
tude toward the therapeutic potential of
psychedelic drugs, virtually all of which
have been criminalized and disparaged for
decades as medically useless.

In the coming year, advocates also hope
to submit to the FDA an application to test
psilocybin and LSD as treatments for a de-
bilitating syndrome known as cluster head-
aches.

The Record (Bergen County, N.J.)

HACKENSACK, N.J. — For Marlene
Ware, a teacher at Teaneck High
School, Kwanzaa is an opportunity to de-
mystify Africa.

“A lot of African-Americans to this
day really don’t acknowledge the role
that Africa has in the world,” Ware said.

As organizer of the high school’s annu-
al Kwanzaa celebration, which was held
earlier this month, Ware uses the holi-
day to demonstrate the importance of
Africa to people of all races.

Families and educators look to Kwan-
zaa as a way to educate young people,
particularly young African-Americans,
about Africa as well as the struggles
blacks have faced in the United States.

“It invites family time and family
unity and it gives them another sense of
who they are,” said Keli Drew Lock-
hart-Ba of Trenton, a psychologist who
celebrates the holiday with her family.

Kwanzaa was first observed in 1966.
It was created by Maulana Karenga,
now the chairman of the black studies
department at California State Universi-
ty at Long Beach, as a way for Afri-
can-Americans to celebrate their roots
in Africa. It is now observed by millions
of people around the world.

BY FREDERIC J. FROMMER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Three de-
cades after the end of the Viet-
nam War, the United States is in-
creasing aid to help remove unex-
ploded ordnance that continues to
kill people in the former war zone
— especially in Laos, where 2 mil-
lion tons of bombs were dropped.

During the war, the United
States bombed Laos relentlessly
for a decade in an effort to cut off
North Vietnamese supply lines.

Though the war ended 30 years
ago, the carnage from those bomb-
ings continues.

Nearly a third of the bombs
failed to explode, lying in wait as
“de facto anti-personnel mines,”
according to a Human Rights
Watch report. The bombs have
killed roughly 6,000 Laotians
since the end of fighting.

“Every time I go to Laos, I meet
fresh bomb victims who have lost
an eye or a leg or two,” said Jim
Harris, a retired Wisconsin
school principal who helps edu-
cate people about the experience
of Laotian refugees in his state.

U.S. pilots dropped 2 million
tons of bombs on Laos from
1964-1973, double the amount
dropped on Germany in World
War II.

The United States has agreed to
nearly double the amount of aid it
provides to help remove those
bombs, known as unexploded ord-
nance, or UXO. Congress ap-
proved $2.5 million for bomb re-

moval in Laos next year, up from
$1.4 million, as part of a move to
normalize trade relations with the
impoverished Southeast Asian
country.

But the improvement in trade
relations and even the increased
funding for bomb removal were
opposed by some critics who said
Laos continues to persecute its
Hmong minority that fought
alongside the CIA during the Viet-
nam War.

“Why should the U.S. taxpayer
pay to remove land mines and un-
exploded ordnance from the Viet-

nam War, when the Lao govern-
ment and military are involved in
military operations against the
Hmong people?” asked Philip
Smith, the Washington director of
Lao Veterans of America.

But Rep. Betty McCollum, a
Minnesota Democrat, said the
United States “has a moral obliga-
tion to partner with the people of
Laos to help eliminate the ord-
nance and put the land back into
productive use for this impover-
ished nation.”

Many of the Hmong people
who fled Laos settled in Minneso-
ta and Wisconsin.

While the Laotian government
is in charge of bomb removal, it
relies on help from other coun-
tries and outside groups to help
pay for it. The Laotian bomb re-
moval agency, UXO Lao, hit a cri-
sis point a couple of years ago.

“Money wasn’t coming in in suf-
ficient numbers, and UXO Lao
had to let go of half of its employ-
ees,” said Douglas Hartwick, the
U.S. ambassador to Laos from
2001 until last July. “So there was
a big push on the part of donors,
and the Lao government to put to-
gether a long-term coherent strat-

egy to clean up the unexploded
bombs.”

The agency’s annual budget is
around $4 million, according to
its Web site. Officials with UXO
Lao did not respond to e-mails
seeking comment.

Hartwick said the explosives re-
moval process, using metal detec-
tors, is painstakingly slow.
“You’re getting constant hits with
a metal detector,” said Hartwick.
“You’ve got shrapnel like you
wouldn’t believe, plus bullets,
mortars and grenades.”

The Mine Advisory Group, a
non-governmental organization
in Great Britain that helps de-
stroy land mines and unexploded
ordnance worldwide, is one of sev-
eral private groups that receive
U.S. money for work in Laos.

Sean Sutton, the group’s spokes-
man, said, “It’s welcome news
that the United States is doing
more to help.”

During a visit to Laos in Octo-
ber, he said, seven people were
killed when a man hit a bomb
while chopping wood. Just a few
days later, he said, two boys were
killed when playing with ten-
nis-ball-sized cluster bomblets.

He said many of the injuries
and fatalities occur when poor
Laotians are attracted to the ex-
plosives in search of scrap metal.

They can get $1 for seven
pounds of steel or about two
pounds of aluminum.

“For a typical family making
$400 a year farming, a dollar is
worth an awful lot,” Sutton said.

Elecia Battle
poses in a
Cleveland gym
on Dec. 15.
Battle gained
fame in 2003 by
falsely claiming
she lost a
winning Mega
Millions ticket
worth $162
million. Battle
said it’s now
hard for her to
hold down a job.

AP

Lottery liar takes job battle to the ring

FDA OKs study of
Ecstasy for anxiety
in terminal patients

Kwanzaa
celebrants
focus on
education

U.S. pledges more aid to Laos for UXO removal
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Relatives carry the body of child who was killed by waves at Silver Beach in Cuddalore, India, on Monday.

Massive waves triggered by an earthquake slammed into southern India on Sunday, killing thousands.

BY LEO SHANE III

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — A Navy sup-
port facility located near the cen-
ter of the Indian Ocean was
spared any damage from Sun-
day’s devastating ocean surges.

Officials said the Diego Garcia
Navy Support Facility, which
houses about 1,700 military per-
sonnel and 1,500 civilian contrac-

tors, suffered no damage related
to Sunday’s earthquake and ensu-
ing tsunamis.

Personnel at the facility’s billet-
ing office contacted by Stars and
Stripes on Monday reported no
unusual activity or problems over
the weekend.

Diego Garcia, the southern-
most island in the Chagos Archi-
pelago, sits about 1,000 miles
south of India and roughly 2,000
miles from the earthquake’s epi-
center.

But officials in Somalia, whose
coast is nearly 3,000 from the
earthquake’s center, reported
more than 100
deaths in coastal
areas as a result
of tidal waves.

Carolyn Bell, a
spokeswoman for
the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey, said
even though an
earthquake like
Sunday’s will radi-
ate destructive waves in all direc-
tions, the damage caused by the
water differs greatly depending
on the undersea topography.

She speculated that the numer-
ous coral reefs may have dissipat-
ed some of the waves’ impact on
the British-owned island, result-
ing in only a slightly higher tide
that residents might not necessari-

ly notice.
She said residents of coastal

areas in Australia reported no ef-
fects from the earthquake, even
though researchers know the sea
levels there rose several feet.

Diego Garcia is a horse-
shoe-shaped island about 39

miles long, sur-
rounded by coral
reefs on all sides.
Its highest point is
only 22 feet above
sea level.

Both Naval and
Air Force person-
nel are stationed
on the island.

During the first
Gulf War, the facil-

ity was used to support and
launch numerous strikes against
Iraq.

The Navy has eight ships active
in the Indian and Pacific Oceans,
and officials said none reported
any damage from Sunday’s disas-
ter.

E-mail Leo Shane III at:
shanel@stripes.osd.mil

BY DILIP GANGULY

The Associated Press

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — Res-
cuers piled up bodies Monday
along southern Asian coastlines
devastated by tidal waves that
obliterated seaside towns and
killed more than 22,000 people in
10 countries. With thousands miss-
ing and the death toll expected to
climb far higher, aid agencies and
nations rushed to help millions of
people left homeless or without
clean water.

Hundreds of children were bur-
ied in mass graves in India, and
morgues and hospitals struggled
to cope with the catastrophe.

Somalia reported hundreds of
deaths, some 3,000 miles away
from the earthquake off Indonesia
that sent tsunamis raging across
the Indian Ocean.

The International Red Cross re-
ported 23,700 deaths and ex-
pressed concern about waterborne
diseases like malaria and cholera.
Jan Egeland, the U.N. Emergency
Relief Coordinator, said millions
of people were affected — by lost
homes, polluted drinking water, de-
stroyed sanitation — and that the
cost of the damage would “proba-
bly be many billions of dollars.”

Government and aid officials
suggested the toll could jump even
further, citing unconfirmed re-
ports of thousands more deaths on
Sumatra and on India’s Andaman
and Nicobar islands, areas closest
to the quake’s epicenter.

Walls of water sped away from

the quake’s epicenter at more than
500 mph before crashing into the
region’s shorelines, sweeping peo-
ple and fishing villages out to sea.

The governments of Indonesia
and Thailand conceded that public
warnings came too late or not at
all. But officials insisted they could
not know the seriousness of the
threat because no tsunami warn-
ing system exists for the Indian
Ocean.

Rescuers converged on beaches
and islands throughout the region
to search for survivors, as troops
in the region struggled to deliver
urgently needed aid. Pakistan, In-
dia’s nuclear-armed rival, offered
assistance.

Chaos erupted at the airport in
Phuket, Thailand, as hundreds of
tourists, many wounded and weep-
ing, tried to board planes.

Sri Lanka said more than 10,000
people were killed along its coast-
lines, and Tamil rebels said 2,000
people died in its territory, raising
that country’s toll to more than
12,000. Indonesia reported about
5,000 deaths and India 4,000. Thai-
land said hundreds of people were
dead and thousands more were
missing. Deaths also were report-
ed in Malaysia, Maldives, Myan-
mar, Bangladesh and Somalia. The
Red Cross reported 6,000 deaths in
India and three deaths in the Sey-
chelles, part of its total of 23,700.

With communications still diffi-
cult with the areas closest to the ep-
icenter, officials predicted more
deaths there. Indonesian Vice Pres-
ident Jusuf Kalla said the death
toll on the island of Sumatra could
climb to 10,000.

The southern Indian state of
Tamil Nadu reported thousands of
deaths. Chief Minister Jayaram
Jayalalithaa called the scene “an

extraordinary calamity of such co-
lossal proportions that the damage
has been unprecedented.”

Nearby beaches resembled
open-air mortuaries. In Cuddal-
ore, red-eyed parents buried
more than 150 children in a mass
grave covered over by a bulldoz-
er.

The tsunamis came without
warning. Witnesses said sea wa-

ters at first retreated far out into
the ocean, only to return at a vi-
cious pace.

Aid agencies and governments
around the world began pouring re-
lief supplies into the region Mon-
day.

Associated Press reporters Lely T.
Djuhari in Banda Aceh, Indonesia, Sutin
Wannabovorn and Alisa Tan in Phuket,
Thailand, and S. Srinivasan in Cuddal-
ore, India, contributed to this report.

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The United States dispatched disaster teams
Monday and prepared a $15 million aid package to the Asian coun-
tries hit by a massive earthquake and tsunamis. U.S. officials were
seeking to contact hundreds of Americans who remain unaccounted
for in the region.

Secretary of State Colin Powell said eight Americans died and that
embassy officials were trying to locate other U.S. citizens who have
not been heard from since Sunday’s quake.

“We will do everything we can to immediately help,” he said.
The U.S. Navy said it sent three P-3 surveillance aircraft from

Kadena air base on the Japanese island of Okinawa to Utaphao, Thai-
land, to conduct survey operations, including a possible role in
search-and-rescue efforts.

The Navy said it had no reports of damage to any of its ships or
bases in the region.

President Bush expressed his condolences over the “terrible loss
of life and suffering.”

“As of now, we don’t detect any large impact on the U.S. military,”
White House deputy press secretary Trent Duffy said Monday from
the president’s ranch.

U.S. officials immediately sent $100,000 each to India, Indonesia,
the Maldives and Sri Lanka, and planned to donate $4 million later
Monday to help Red Cross disaster efforts, Powell said.

The initial U.S. aid package being crafted was expected to reach
$15 million, officials said. Powell cautioned that was a “quick infu-
sion” and that the administration was prepared to help with
long-term rebuilding.

State Department officials said embassies in the affected countries
are still open, and they are working to account for all Americans who
may have been vacationing or living near those countries’ coastlines.

Officials have created a toll-free hot line for U.S. citizens to get
more information on relatives who may have been in the affected
areas on Sunday. For Americans outside the United States, that num-
ber is (317) 472-2328.

Stripes reporter Leo Shane contributed to this story from Washington.

Asia quake death toll passes 22,000

U.S. sends disaster
teams off to nations

Diego Garcia Navy base
spared damage in quake

See related stories
on Pages 14-15

IN THE WORLD

Personnel at

the facility

reported no

unusual

activity.

Tuesday, December 28, 2004 · STARS AND STRIPES · MIDEAST EDITION · PAGE 11



THOMAS E. KELSCH, Publisher
THOMAS BIERMANN, General Manager, Europe

LT. COL. CYRIL J. SOCHA, Commander

News and Editorial
DAVID MAZZARELLA, Editorial Director

DOUG CLAWSON, Managing Editor
ROBB GRINDSTAFF, Associate Editor
SAM AMRHEIN, Europe Bureau Chief

SCOTT BURGESS, Middle East Bureau Chief
JOE GROMELSKI, Electronic Edition Editor

ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITORS:
Sharon Olson, News  Peter Photikoe, Photo/Graphics
Brian Bowers, Features  Sean Moores, Sports

Addresses
U.S. MAIL: Unit 29480, APO AE 09211
INTERNATIONAL MAIL: Postfach 1330, 64345 Griesheim,

Germany
FAX: DSN 349-8416; civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601416
E-MAIL: News: news@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Letters: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil
CENTRAL OFFICE: 529 14th Street NW, Suite 350, Washington DC

20045-1301. Phone DSN 312-763-0900 or civ. (+1) (202)
761-0900. Fax (+1) (202) 761-0890

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR: David Mazzarella, 529 14th St. NW, Suite
350, Washington, DC 20045-1301. Phone DSN 312- 763-0945 or
civ. (+1) (202) 761-0945.
E-mail:mazzarellad@stripes.osd.mil

OMBUDSMAN: Joe Ungaro. Send comments to: Ombudsman, Stars
and Stripes, 529 14th St. NW, Suite 350, Washington, D.C.
20045-1301. Phone civilian (+1) (401) 364-6032; fax
(+1) (401) 364-8696;
or e-mail: ombudsman@stripes.osd.mil.

How to call us
Editor: DSN 349-8237: civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601237
Letters: DSN 349-8400: civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601400
Sports: DSN 349-8225: civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601225
Circulation: DSN 349-8437; civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601437
Advertising: DSN 349-8335/443;

civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601335/443.

News Bureaus
GERMANY (country code +49)

Bamberg: Rick Emert, 279th BSB, Unit 27535, Box 23541, APO AE
09139-7535; tel. DSN 469-7957 or civ. (0) 951/36896; fax DSN
469-8007 or civ. (0) 951/300-8007;
e-mail: emertr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Baumholder: Terry Boyd, 222nd BSB, APO AE 09034; tel. DSN
485-6089, or civ. (0) 6783-900776; e-mail:
boydt@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Darmstadt: Kevin Dougherty, Unit 29480, APO AE 09211; tel. DSN
349-8406 or civ. (0) 6155-601406;
e-mail: doughertyk@mail.estripes.osd.mil; Ward Sanderson, Unit
29480, APO AE 09211; tel. DSN 349-8326 or civ. (0)
6155-601326; e-mail: sandersonw@mail.estripes.osd.mil; and
Jessica Iñigo, Unit 29480, APO AE 09211; tel. DSN 349-8290 or
civ. (0) 6155-601290; e-mail: inigoj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Heidelberg/Mannheim: Jon R. Anderson, Room 117, Romerstr. 104,
69115 Heidelberg; tel. DSN 370-7010 or civ. (0) 6221/600554;
fax civ. (0) 6221/23421; e-mail:
andersonj@mail.estripes.osd.mil;

Kaiserslautern/Spangdahlem: APO AE 09227-3717; tel. DSN
489-6585 or civ. (0) 631/52104 or (0) 631/57140; fax civ. (0)
631/50696

Stuttgart: Charlie Coon, CMR 423, Box 465, APO AE 09107-0465;
tel. DSN 421-2088 or civ. 0711-7292088; e-mail:
coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Würzburg: Steve Liewer, Tel. DSN 350-6508 or civ. 0931-467-7001;
fax civ. (0) 0931-700372; e-mail: liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

ITALY
Aviano/Vicenza: Kent Harris, tel. DSN (314) 632-7652 or civ. (39)

0434-66-7652; second line DSN (314) 632-4222 or civ. (39)
0434-66-4222; e-mail: harrisk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Naples: Sandra Jontz and Jason Chudy, PSC 810, Box 56, FPO AE
09619; tel. DSN 626-5157 or civ. (+39) (081) 568-5157; fax
DSN 626-5150 or civ. (+39) (081) 568-5150; e-mail:
jontzs@mail.estripes.osd.mil; chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

SPAIN
Rota: Scott Schonauer, PSC 819, Box 1, FPO AE 09645; tel. DSN

727-1099 or civ. (+34) (956) 82-1099; fax DSN 727-1034 or
civ. (+34) (956) 82-1034
e-mail: schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

UNITED KINGDOM
RAF Mildenhall: Ron Jensen, Building 465 ECSS-UK, RAF Mildenhall,

APO AE 09459; tel. DSN 238-4868 or civ. (+44) (0)
1638/544868; fax civ. (+44) (0) 1638/ 718013;
e-mail: jensenr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

WASHINGTON D.C.
Bureau editor: Patrick Dickson, 529 14th Street NW, Suite 350, Wash-

ington DC 20045-1301; tel. (+1) (202) 761-0859;
e-mail: dicksonp@stripes.osd.mil

Lisa Burgess, tel civ. (+1) (703) 692-1875; and Leo Shane, 529
14th Street NW, Suite 350, Washington DC 20045-1301; tel civ.
(+1) (202) 761-1183; fax civ. (+1) (202) 761-0890; e-mail:
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil and shanel@stripes.osd.mil

Printed in Italy by Editrice Telestampa

---
Stars and Stripes (USPS 017252) is published daily (except Christmas

and New Year’s) for 50 cents daily and $1 Sunday by the Stars and Stripes
central office, 529 14th St. NW, Suite 350, Washington DC 20045-1301. Peri-
odicals postage paid at Washington, D.C. Postmaster: Send address changes
to European Stars and Stripes, Unit 29480, APO AE 09211.

© European and Pacific Stars and Stripes 2004
---

This newspaper is authorized for publication by the Department of De-
fense for members of the Military Services overseas. However, the con-
tents of the STARS and STRIPES are unofficial, and are not to be consid-
ered as the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, includ-
ing the Department of Defense or the U.S. European Command. As a DoD
newspaper, the STARS and STRIPES may be distributed through official
channels and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote and isolat-
ed locations where overseas DoD personnel are located.

The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or
supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the Department of De-
fense or the STARS and STRIPES of the products or services advertised.

Products or services advertised in this publication shall be made avail-
able for purchase, use, or patronage without regard to race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affilia-
tion, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.

STARS AND STRIPES WEB SITE: WWW.STRIPES.COM

Tell us what you think
Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer’s address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330
APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Doonesbury  BY GARRY TRUDEAU

It’s only one of the holidays

The writer of “What ‘holiday’ is it?” (let-
ter, Dec. 22) is reminded that Christmas is
only one traditional day that is celebrated
during this international holiday period.

What does the writer do after the stroke
of midnight on Dec. 31st? Yell “Merry
Christmas” while all of the other revelers
are saying “Happy New Year”?

I believe that the Jewish people have a
right to celebrate the holidays without say-
ing “Merry Christmas” to each other. His-
tory reveals that it was the pagans who
started celebrating their holiday on the
21st of December a long time before the
Christians moved their icon’s birthday to
enhance their religion’s appeal.

Most people say “Happy Holidays” be-
cause they want to include everyone and
not unintentionally offend. It is very rude
to assume that everyone in an audience is
Jewish, pagan or Christian or to try to im-
pose your brand of religion on strangers.
However, if I know for sure what someone
is, I greet them with their traditional greet-
ing.

Also, I do not believe that biologists, doc-
tors and scientists can be classified as luna-
tics just because modern-day politicians
have caved in to far-right religious politi-
cal pressure in the pursuit of power. If peo-
ple such as the writer would learn to be a
little more tolerant of others’ rights to
choose what they want to celebrate, we
would be a lot closer to achieving hope,
peace and joy for everyone.

So, why does it matter how you are greet-
ed during this long-standing, pre-Chris-
tian end-of-the-year holiday season, as
long as you are included in the greeting?

Donald Phagan
Camp Anaconda, Iraq

Thanks for schedule change

I would like to thank Army leaders at
the 1st Infantry Division; Joseph Tafoya,
Department of Defense Dependents
Schools-Europe superintendent; and Har-
vey Gerry, DODDS-Europe chief of staff.
As a parent of a child in Würzburg (Germa-
ny) Elementary School, I am elated to
have my son’s spring break moved to coin-
cide with our block leave (“DODDS re-
schedules spring break for 1st ID
schools,” Dec. 21). I have spoken to a num-
ber of 1st ID parents and all are in agree-
ment. I would also like to say how sorry I
am that some individuals may be inconve-
nienced by this “terrible precedent for fu-
ture deployments.”

U.S. soldiers worldwide are currently
changing their lives for the Army. We can-
not take back the time lost from our loved
ones over the past 12 months. With previ-
ous deployments and training exercises,
some have not been with their families for
30 consecutive days in 24 months or more.
The very least we can do is take 30 days’
leave and try to catch up on the lost birth-
days, the lost holidays, bedtime stories,
skinned knees, baseball games and such.

What about the children? Are they bet-
ter off going to school during our block
leave, taking a week or two off during
block leave in addition to their spring

break (most undoubtedly would), or mak-
ing this change?

I understand there may be a need to re-
schedule some sports events, but would it
be better to have to forfeit due to the chil-
dren being absent? I believe the best op-
tion has been taken.

In this Army we all make sacrifices,
whether servicemember, family member
or Department of Defense employee. We
all need to take stock in our priorities and
remember why we do what we do.

Staff Sgt. Kevin Harvey
Forward Operating Base Danger, Iraq

Park that logic somewhere

I guess I should feel complimented
when people notice me walking with a
limp and often just assume that I only
sprained my ankle or injured my hip. The
reality of it is that I lost my leg and now
use a prosthetic limb to get around — but
you won’t hear me complain about that.

Twice in the last week, however, I have
arrived home only to discover that some-
one had parked in my clearly marked
handicapped parking spot. On both occa-
sions, I took the effort to locate the person
to ask them why they would park in a hand-
icapped spot. I was surprised when they
told me that they thought it was just a
“place holder” for work vehicles or just to
meet some regulations and that they knew
that “handicapped individuals were not as-
signed PCS [permanent change of station]
overseas.”

What? Talk about discrimination! This
sort of thinking couldn’t be further from
the truth. Under the Americans With Dis-
abilities Act, the military and all other fed-
eral agencies assign people with disabili-
ties and other physical challenges over-
seas. Stars and Stripes even ran recently a
front-page article explaining how the mili-
tary is allowing combat disabled soldiers
to remain on active-duty status (“For
some, loss of limb no reason to quit mili-
tary,” Dec. 5).

It’s more than just a matter of respect.
Most often, through no fault of their own,
our brave soldiers, people in general, and
certainly the elderly who have experi-

enced traumatic health problems have
earned the need for handicapped parking
spaces. Before parking in one of these re-
served spaces, people really should pause
to think about what they are doing. It’s far
from the same thing, but driving home and
finding someone parked in your reserved
spot is like finding some stranger sleeping
in your bed, or like someone using your
toothbrush.

Chuck Scholtz
Frankfurt, Germany

What determines gas prices?

Last month on American Forces Net-
work, an Army and Air Force Exchange
Service spokesman announced that the
price of gas was going up again. He stated
that price-per-barrel-of-oil increases were
the reason for the increase, but curiously
failed to mention AAFES’s policy to tie gas
prices to the average stateside price.

Guess what? For the past few days, AFN
has reported that gas prices have fallen
more than 10 cents a gallon in the States.
So tell me, AAFES, are your prices tied to
price-per-barrel-of-oil or average state-
side prices? Both of them are down signifi-
cantly, but today I heard that your prices
will increase again Jan. 1.

We’re already paying more than 40
cents more per gallon than the average
stateside price. When will AAFES quit
gouging us?

Master Sgt. Burl Stubblefield
Ramstein, Germany

Tired of AAFES’ reasoning

Well, here we are several months into
dropping gas prices in the States with the
Army and Air Force Exchange Service
still holding firm on its higher price.

I’ve been using AAFES gas stamps con-
tinuously since 1969 and I can tell you
there have been ups and downs. However,
even my willingness to accept its reason-
ing has worn out.

We, as customers, have been told sever-
al stories on how AAFES derives its pric-
ing method for gasoline. We were told it is
based on the average price in the United
States. Now on the radio, the AAFES
spokesman says it is now based on the
price of a barrel of crude. Everyone listen-
ing to AFN lately has heard that gas prices
have been falling in the United States for
more than 10 weeks and the average cost
in the States is $1.86. Unfortunately, I am
still paying $2.34 for my diesel coupons,
which can only be redeemed off base.

Oh, by the way, AAFES also tells us its
costs involve operation of the on-base gas
station and coupon printing. Then why is
diesel more expensive if I can’t get it on
base. Does printing diesel coupons cost
more than printing regular or premium
coupons? Why doesn’t AAFES come clean
to its customers on exactly how it does its
pricing?

I, for one, am writing my congressman
and senator, asking for a congressional in-
quiry into its pricing practices. Maybe
AAFES has outlived its usefulness and the
time has come to look into outsourcing.

Gene Campbell
Ramstein Air Base, Germany

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Mallard Fillmore  BY BRUCE TINSLEY

BY HARLAN ULLMAN

A
largely unnoticed report drafted
by an important and mostly invisi-
ble Pentagon advisory group con-
tained surprisingly strong and

probably unintended criticism of the Bush
administration’s approach to the global war
on terrorism.

The report by the Pentagon’s Defense Sci-
ence Board, a panel of outside technical and
defense experts, was titled “Strategic Com-
munication.” In plain English, it means wag-
ing and winning the war of ideas between
the United States and Islamic extremism.

The blunt conclusion of the report, which
was released in September, was that “U.S.
strategic communication must be trans-
formed” because it “is in crisis.” In plainer
English, the United States is simply not com-
municating its message at home or abroad
in the war on terrorism and is losing this con-
test of ideas.

The DSB also challenged key administra-
tion foreign-policy assertions. Americans
have been told repeatedly by the Bush ad-
ministration that terrorists are out to kill us
because they hate America and its democra-
cy. But the report observed that “Muslims
do not ‘hate our freedom’; they hate our poli-
cies” and, in particular, “what they see as
one-sided support” in favor of Israel and
against the Palestinians. …

Driving its point home, the DSB report
made clear that the United States “is en-
gaged in a generational and global struggle
about ideas, not a war between the West and
Islam” and that the fight is “more than a war
against the tactic of terrorism.”

Therefore, DSB Chairman William
Schneider Jr. advised, “To win [this] global

battle of ideas, a global strategy for commu-
nicating those ideas is essential” — a re-
quirement that senior government officials
clearly understand.

So why are we losing this battle? The an-
swer rests in three profound weaknesses
that afflict American government:

� a failure to understand reality as it is,
not as we might like it to be (this flaw was
central to the Sept. 11 commission’s critical
finding that “group think” produced intelli-
gence misjudgments over Iraq’s possession
of weapons of mass destruction);

� the difficulty in holding officials ac-
countable for policy choices that go wrong
(no one was fired or reprimanded for the in-
telligence or strategic communication fail-
ures, or for the handling of postwar recon-
struction of Iraq); and

� the dysfunctional nature of the U.S. gov-
ernment’s national security organization
that often prevents rational decision-making
and certainly confuses it.

The DSB made seven recommendations:
� Issue a presidential directive to

strengthen the nation’s capacity for conduct-
ing strategic communication;

� Establish a strategic communication
structure within the National Security Coun-
cil headed by a deputy national security ad-
viser supported by an independent, nonparti-
san “think tank-like” organization, the Cen-
ter for Strategic Communication.

� The remaining five recommendations
specified changes within the State and De-
fense departments regarding public diplo-
macy and planning for strategic communica-
tion, including tripling personnel for such
communication in the Pentagon.

In many ways, the report paralleled the
work of the Sept. 11 commission, whose rec-
ommendations were just enacted into law.

Intelligence suffers from similar dysfunc-
tional effects of government. … Even with
the Homeland Security Department, the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 and the vestiges
of the Cold War largely define our strategic
instincts and national security organization.
The DSB report concluded by predicting
that we will lose this war of ideas “if we tink-
er at the margins.” And we are tinkering.
The fact is, the administration does not have
a comprehensive plan for dealing with these
challenges.

The government and the public need a bet-
ter understanding of the dangers that con-

front the nation. This is the best reason for
enhancing strategic communication.

Then, elected leaders must have the cour-
age not just to tinker but to reform the over-
all national security structure, including
within the executive branch and Congress.
Otherwise, as long as we focus only on parts
and not the heart of the issues that test us,
we will never be successful in making the na-
tion safer and more secure, and we will
never reduce to a manageable level the cur-
rent dysfunctional nature of government.

Harlan Ullman, senior adviser at the Center for
Strategic Studies, is author of “Finishing Business:
Ten Steps to Defeat Global Terror.” This column
first appeared in The (Baltimore) Sun.

When blind hate drives reactions, humanity is lost
BY THOMAS J. RALEIGH

“O
oh Rahh! Kill them all and
let their god sort them out.”

This is one of many dis-
turbing comments (in this

case from someone who identifies himself as
a Marine named Clay) that have appeared in
an online petition that eventually will be
sent to Congress in support of the Marine in-
volved in last month’s shooting of a wounded
insurgent in a mosque in Fallujah, Iraq.

Many who signed this petition (more than
340,000) are, I’m sure, reasonable people
concerned about a military man in a tough
situation. But sadly, there are also those —
like the author of the sentiments above —
who believe that the deviousness of our ene-
mies would justify us in abandoning our val-
ues and principles on the battlefield. …

Clay’s comment, and others like it,
prompted me to recall the advice I once
heard from a battalion commander under
whom I served nearly 20 years ago — Lt.
Col. James S. Gribshaw Jr., a highly decorat-
ed Vietnam veteran. … One day in 1987, he
and I were observing a training exercise at
Fort Lewis, Wash.: a platoon setting an am-
bush. It was a textbook operation, save for
one glitch. After the assault, when the prison-
er-search team returned to the kill zone, a
soldier shot a wounded enemy role-player,
calling him an “[expletive deleted] gook.”

Gribshaw was to lead the discussion re-
viewing the lessons learned from the exer-
cise. I expected him to focus on the sound
tactics the platoon demonstrated during the
operation. He didn’t. … I’m reconstructing
his talk here from memory, but I’d vouch for
its being about 95 percent correct:

“A soldier in this platoon shot a wounded
man today. You cannot do that.

“You will find yourself in combat some-
day. And then you are going to go home,

where you will have to live with what you
have done — to accomplish your mission, to
stay alive, to keep your buddy alive.

“When you assault across a kill zone, you
do so violently; if you hesitate, you die. How-
ever, later, during the search — different
story. If an enemy soldier is wounded, you
can’t kill him. If the tactical situation does
not permit you to evacuate him, do what you
can to relieve his suffering, and continue the
mission.

“Your enemy is a combatant, a human
being. He is not a ‘gook’ or a ‘slope.’ If you de-
humanize your enemy, you will dehumanize
yourself, and you will do things that you will
regret. And you won’t go home with honor.
We made a mistake today. That’s why we
train. Learn from this. Questions?”

Silence. Gribshaw looked the platoon
over, nodded and walked away, in a mood I
couldn’t quite figure out. His command ser-

geant major later told me that Gribshaw
acted this way when something bothered
him and he wished, just for a moment, that
he hadn’t given up smoking Lucky Strikes.

Every soldier, at some point, hears similar
advice. Sometimes it comes from someone
like Jim Gribshaw, who faced an enemy that
— not unlike the insurgents in Iraq — intimi-
dated civilians, booby-trapped corpses and
engaged in other practices that were beyond
internationally recognized rules of war.

Abu Ghraib aside, U.S. soldiers in Iraq
have consistently demonstrated that they
fight with honor and with due restraint. As a
nation we can accept nothing less, because
an army in the field derives its moral authori-
ty as much from the values and principles of
the nation that sent it to fight as it does from
the conduct of each soldier.

Shortly after the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001,
we channeled a righteous rage into a firm re-

solve to take the fight to our enemies. Regret-
tably, rage and resolve now appear to be
turning, ever so surely, to blind hate. … This
transformation deepens and widens with the
death of every U.S. servicemember in battle
— or in a mess tent in Mosul. …

I write as someone who lost an Army com-
rade on Pan Am Flight 103 in 1988 and a
nephew and a cousin in the World Trade
Center on Sept. 11. That does nothing to
alter my belief that should we abandon our
values and allow ourselves to be overcome
by hatred because of our revulsion against
those who kill children, or office workers, or
a woman working to alleviate suffering,
such as Margaret Hassan, we risk losing our
humanity and undermine the moral authori-
ty of our troops overseas. And we risk losing
this war. Don’t take my word on this — ask
Jim Gribshaw.

Thomas J. Raleigh is a retired Army lieutenant colonel.
This column first appeared in The Washington Post.

State war goals, don’t ‘tinker at the margins’

OPINION

Tuesday, December 28, 2004 · STARS AND STRIPES · MIDEAST EDITION · PAGE 13



BY JOSEPH B. VERRENGIA

The Associated Press

DENVER — The catastrophic death toll
in Asia caused by a massive tsunami
might have been reduced had India and
Sri Lanka been part of an international
warning system designed to warn coastal
communities about potentially deadly
waves, scientists say.

The warning system is designed to alert
nations that potentially destructive waves
may hit their coastlines within three to 14
hours. Scientists said seismic networks re-
corded Sunday’s massive earthquake, but
without wave sensors in the region, there
was no way to determine the direction a
tsunami would travel.

A single wave station south of the earth-
quake’s epicenter registered tsunami ac-
tivity less than 2 feet high heading south
toward Australia, researchers said.

The northern tip of the earthquake fault
is located near the Andaman Islands, and
tsunamis appear to have rushed eastward
toward the Thai resort of Phuket on Sun-
day morning when the community was
just stirring.

“They had no tidal gauges and they had
no warning,” said Waverly Person, a geo-
physicist at the National Earthquake Infor-
mation Center in Golden, Colorado, which
monitors seismic activity worldwide.
“There are no buoys in the Indian Ocean
and that’s where this tsunami occurred.”

Researchers say the earthquake broke
on a fault line deep off the Sumatra coast,
running north and south for about 600
miles or as far north as the Andaman and
Nicobar islands between India and My-
namar.

“It’s a huge rupture,” said Charles Mc-
Creery, director of the Pacific Tsunami
Warning Center near Honolulu. “It’s con-
ceivable that the sea floor deformed all
the way along that rupture, and that’s
what initiates tsunamis.”

Tsunamis as large and destructive as
Sunday’s typically happen only a few
times in a century.

A tsunami is not a single wave, but a se-
ries of traveling ocean waves generated
by geological disturbances near or below
the ocean floor. With nothing to stop them,
these waves can race across the ocean like
the crack of a bullwhip, gaining momen-
tum over thousands of miles.

Most are triggered by large earth-
quakes but they can be caused by land-
slides, volcanoes and even meteor im-
pacts.

Most tsunamis occur in the Pacific be-
cause the ocean basin is rimmed by the
Ring of Fire, a long chain of the Earth’s
most seismically active spots. Marine geol-
ogists recently have determined that
under certain conditions, the U.S. East
Coast and other heavily populated coast-
lines also could be vulnerable.

The international warning system was
started in 1965, the year after tsunamis as-
sociated with a magnitude 9.2 temblor
struck Alaska in 1964. It is administered
by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

However, India and Sri Lanka are not
members.

The warning system analyzes earth-
quake information from several seismic
networks, including the U.S. Geological
Survey. The seismic information is fed
into computer models that “picture” how
and where a tsunami might form. It dis-
patches warnings about imminent tsuna-
mi hazards, including predictions how
fast the waves are traveling and their ex-
pected arrival times in specific geograph-
ic areas.

Associated Press writer Michael Casey contribut-
ed to this report.

BY MICHAEL CASEY

The Associated Press

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Asian officials
conceded Monday that they failed to issue
broad public warnings immediately after
a massive undersea earthquake in Indone-
sia, which could have saved countless
lives from the subsequent giant waves
that smashed into nine countries as far
away as Africa.

India said it would consider establish-
ing a warning system, and Australia and
Japan said they would help build it. One
Australian official said it would take at
least a year to set one up.

Also, Thailand’s Meteorological Depart-
ment said the country lacked an interna-
tional warning system and proper coordi-
nation to get messages of impending disas-
ters sent across the country.

“If we had the international warning sys-
tem, we could give real-time warning to
people,” said Seismological Bureau offi-
cial Sumalee Prachuab.

Governments around the region insist-
ed they did not know the true nature of the
threat because there was no international
system in place to track tidal waves in the
Indian Ocean — where they are rare —
and they cannot afford to buy sophisticat-
ed equipment to build one.

And what warnings there were came
too little, too late.

“No one ever told us that these things
can be predicted and we can be told about
them,” said Sumana Gamage, a shopown-
er in Colombo, Sri Lanka. “Next time, I
hope our government can do this.”

The magnitude 9.0 earthquake — the
largest in 40 years — shifted huge geologi-
cal plates beneath the sea northwest of
Sumatra island, causing a massive and
sudden displacement of millions on tons
of water.

Indonesia villages closest to the tem-
blor’s epicenter were swamped within

minutes, but elsewhere the waves radiat-
ed outwards, gathering speed and ferocity
until they made landfall. The waves
moved at speeds topping 500 mph.

Waves began pummeling southern Thai-
land about one hour after the earthquake.
After 2½ hours, the torrents had traveled
some 1,000 miles and slammed India and
Sri Lanka. Malaysia, the Maldives, Myan-
mar, and Bangladesh were also hit. Even-
tually they struck Somalia, on the east
coast of Africa, where hundreds were re-
ported killed.

The death toll Monday afternoon was at
least 22,000, with millions left homeless.

Indonesian officials said they had no

way to know that the earthquake had
caused the earthquake-driven waves, or
tsunamis, or how dangerous they might
have been.

“Unfortunately, we have no equipment
here that can warn about tsunamis,” said
Budi Waluyo, an official with Indonesia’s
Meteorology and Geophysics Agency.
“The instruments are very expensive and
we don’t have money to buy them.”

But Thammasarote Smith, a former se-
nior forecaster at Thailand’s Meteorologi-
cal Department, said governments could
have done much more to warn people
about the danger.

“The department had up to an hour to
announce the emergency message and
evacuate people, but they failed to do so,”
Thammasarote was quoted as saying in
The Bangkok Post newspaper.

“It is true that an earthquake is unpre-
dictable, but a tsunami, which occurs
after an earthquake, is predictable.”

Kathawudhi Marlairojanasiri, the de-
partment’s chief weather forecaster, said
it issued warnings through radio and tele-
vision beginning at 9 a.m. Sunday about a
possible undertow along the southwest
coast of Thailand, where tens of thou-
sands of foreign tourists were vacationing.

But the warnings came after the first
waves hit. A Web site warning went up
three hours later — but by then, at least
700 people had died in Thailand, includ-
ing a jet-skiing grandson of revered mon-
arch King Bhumibol Adulyadej.

Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shina-
watra refused to answer reporters’ ques-
tions Tuesday about tsunami alerts.

But Australian Prime Minister John
Howard said he would investigate what
role his country could play in setting up an
Indian Ocean warning system.

Scientists said seismic networks in the
region recorded Sunday’s earthquake, but
without ocean sensors tracking the path of
the waves, there was just no way to deter-
mine the direction a tsunami would travel.

Asia got no tsunami warnings

Big death tolls
caused by lack
of tidal gauges

AP photos

Top: A relative of a victim who was killed by powerful tsunamis grieves as she walks

away from a mass burial pit in Cuddalore, India, Monday.

Right: Refugees take their belongings to a shelter in Lancuk Village, Aceh Province, in

Indonesia on Monday. Dozens of bodies littered the streets of Banda Aceh city Monday

as soldiers and volunteers searched for survivors of the earthquake and tsunamis that

killed at least 4,991 in Indonesia, officials said.

Officials admit they failed to adequately warn public after quake

People look at a submerged truck in the

entrance of a supermarket at Patong

Beach, Monday, in Phuket, Thailand.
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BY D’ARCY DORAN

The Associated Press

LONDON — A British man in Sri Lanka
recalled clinging to a floating refrigerator
as massive tidal waves threatened to drag
him and his son out to sea.

A day after a 9.0-magnitude undersea
quake sent gigantic waves crashing into
some of the region’s most popular beaches,
hundreds of Europeans remained stranded
in Asia as their governments scrambled
Monday to tally their dead and missing and
to make arrangements to ferry the tourists
out.

Tour operators throughout Europe on
Monday canceled trips to Asian holiday
destinations devastated by massive tidal
waves following a huge earthquake in the
Indian Ocean.

Many European governments advised
their citizens against traveling to the
Maldives, an archipelago popular with tour-
ists, as well as tsunami-struck parts of Sri
Lanka, Thailand, Indonesia and India.

Thousands of Europeans had been vaca-
tioning in sunny Southeast Asia for the
Christmas holidays and governments re-
ported at least two dozens Europeans dead
among the thousands killed across six
Asian nations.

Duncan Ridgeley, from Hertfordshire,
north of London, recounted the horror Mon-
day. “I managed to get a hold of my son’s

hand and reach safety,” Ridgeley said in a

telephone interview with British Broadcast-

ing Corp. radio. “There are about 30 of us

Europeans stuck here with water all

around us, with crocodiles and the like sur-
rounding us.”

“We can’t get out,” he said. “No one
knows we’re here.”

Britain’s Foreign Office confirmed 11
deaths. Earlier Monday, Foreign Secretary
Jack Straw warned the country to brace
for more deaths.

“We have had a number of deaths of Brit-
ish nationals reported to our embassies
and high commissions but they have not

yet been confirmed. The numbers will be
higher,” Straw told BBC. Sixty-nine others
were hospitalized, the Foreign Office said.

At least 11 Italians were killed, the Ital-
ian Foreign Ministry said Monday, nine at
the Thai resort islands of Phuket and Phi
Phi, and two in Sri Lanka. Many more Ital-
ians were missing and dozens were being
treated in hospitals.

Norway’s Foreign Ministry said family
and friends reported 10 Norwegians dead
— eight in Thailand and two in Sri Lanka.
It was unable to immediately independent-
ly confirm the deaths.

Nine Swedes were reported killed and
three Danes vacationing on the Thai island
of Phuket, a popular holiday destination,
were killed, the Foreign Ministry said in
Copenhagen.

In Helsinki, Finland, the Foreign Minis-
try reported that a Finn was killed in Sri
Lanka.

At least two Swedes were killed in Thai-
land, Kaarlo Laakso, a Swedish Embassy
official in Bangkok, told state-run broad-
caster SVT, and the Danish Foreign Minis-
try said three Danes were killed in Phuket.

France’s deputy foreign minister
Renaud Muselier said three French had
died — one in Sri Lanka, one in Thailand
and the third in India.

BY MICHAEL DOBBS

The Washington Post

WELIGAMA, Sri Lanka — Di-
saster struck with no warning out
of a faultlessly clear blue sky.

I was taking my morning swim
around the island that my brother
Geoffrey, a businessman, had
bought on a whim a decade ago
and turned into a tropical paradise
200 yards from one of the world’s
most beautiful beaches.

I was a quarter way around the
island when I heard my brother
shouting at me, “Come back!
Come back! There’s something
strange happening with the
sea.” He was swimming be-
hind me, but closer to the
shore.

I couldn’t understand
what the fuss was about. All
seemed peaceful.

There was barely a ripple.
My brother’s house rests on
a rock 60 feet above the level
of the sea.

Then I noticed that the water
around me was rising, climbing up
the rock walls of the island with as-
tonishing speed. The vast circle of
golden sand around Weligama
Bay was disappearing rapidly, and
the water had reached the level of
the coastal road, fringed with
palm trees.

As I swam to shore, my mind
was momentarily befuddled by
two conflicting impressions — the
idyllic blue sky and the rapidly ris-
ing waters.

In less than a minute, the water
level had risen at least 15 feet, but
the sea remained calm, with bare-
ly a wave in sight.

Within minutes, the beach and
the area behind it had become an
inland sea that rushed over the
road and poured into the flimsy
houses on the other side. The
speed with which it all happened
seemed like a scene from the

Bible, a natural phenomenon un-
like anything I had experienced.

As the waters rose at an incredi-
ble rate, I half expected to catch
sight of Noah’s Ark.

I grabbed a wooden catamaran
that the local people used as a fish-
ing boat. My brother jumped on
the boat next to me. We bobbed up
and down on the catamaran as the
water rushed past us into the vil-
lage beyond the road.

After a few minutes, the water
stopped rising, and I felt it was
safe to swim to the shore. What I
did not realize was that the flood-
waters would recede as quickly

and dramatically as they had
risen.

All of a sudden, I found myself
being swept out to sea with star-
tling speed. Although I am a fairly
strong swimmer, I was unable to
withstand the current. The fishing
boats around me had been torn
from their moorings, and were
bobbing up and down furiously.

For the first time, I felt afraid.
I swam in the direction of a

loose catamaran, grabbed the hull
and pulled myself to safety. My
weight must have slowed the boat
down, and soon I was stranded on
the sand. As the water rushed out
of the bay, I scrambled onto the
main road.

Screams were coming from the
houses beyond the road, many of
which were still half full of water
that had trapped the inhabitants in-
side. Villagers were walking,
stunned, along the road, unable to
comprehend what had taken

place.
I was worried about my wife,

who was on the beach when I went
for my swim. I eventually found
her walking along the road, dazed
but happy to be alive. She had
been trying to wade back to our is-
land when the water carried her
across the road and into some-
one’s back yard. At one point she
was underwater, struggling for
breath. She finally grabbed onto a
rope and climbed into a tree, es-
caping the waters that raged be-
neath her.

Our children were still asleep
when the tsunami struck at 9:15.

They woke up to find the
bay practically drained of
water and their parents
walking back across the
narrow channel to safety.

The waves raged around
the island for the rest of the
day, alternately rising and
receding.

It took us many hours to
realize the scale of the disaster, be-
cause we could see only the tiny
part in front of us. The road from
Weligama to Galle was cut in
many places. The coastal road was
littered with carcasses of boats,
dogs and even a few dead sharks.
Helicopters flew overhead and
loudspeaker vans warned resi-
dents to leave low-lying areas for
fear of more tsunamis.

My brothers’ little island was
largely intact, although a piece of
our gate ended up on the seashore
half a mile away. The water rose
about 20 feet toward the house.

We have no water and no elec-
tricity and are cut off from the rest
of Sri Lanka. We are existing on
cold ham and turkey sandwiches,
leftovers from Christmas dinner.

The holiday that we planned
and dreamed about for many
months is in ruins. But we feel for-
tunate — fortunate to be alive.

Come back! Come back!

There’s something strange

happening with the sea.

Geoffrey Dobbs

Man recounts being caught
in tsunami off of Sri Lanka

BY DAVID N. GOODMAN

The Associated Press

DETROIT — Anu Go-
palakrishnan spoke to her moth-
er and friends in the southeast-
ern Indian city of Madras, but a
grim uncertainty looms for
many immigrant communities
in the United States as they
await word after tsunamis rav-
aged nine countries.

A 9.0-magnitude earthquake
struck beneath the Indian
Ocean off the coast of Indonesia
early Sunday, the most powerful
temblor in four decades, send-
ing walls of water crashing
ashore in the region’s water-
front communities.

Officials said the death toll
would rise, warning that disease
outbreaks were possible.

Meanwhile, in the Detroit sub-
urb of Westland, Gopalakrish-
nan was reflective. Residents of
Madras, a waterfront city, are
accustomed to seasonal storms
but have no experience with
tidal waves, she said.

“I was on that beach,” said Go-
palakrishnan, 29.

“I don’t know if those families
are still alive.

“It’s left all the people in Ma-
dras in a state of shock. I’m wait-
ing for a few of my friends to
call me and tell me what has
happened to them and to their
friends in beachfront proper-
ties.”

Immigrants from across
southern Asia were preparing

donations for friends, family
and strangers hit by the trage-
dy.

Anand Kumar, who founded a
Web site for Michigan’s Indian
community, said he was work-
ing to put together a relief cam-
paign in the state, which has
about 54,000 people of Asian In-
dian heritage.

In California, where roughly
half the Indonesians in the Unit-
ed States live, about 150 people
gathered at an Indonesian lan-
guage Catholic mass late Sun-
day at St. Stephen’s Church in
Monterey Park.

Many worshippers said they
were unaware of the disaster
until they arrived at Mass.

“Any natural disaster is be-
yond our control and all we can
do is pray for comfort for the
people,” the Rev. Yosef Dowa
said through a translator.

“It’s not only prayers — we’ll
see what material needs they
have and support them there as
well.”

Dowa, who is posted at the
Los Angeles Archdiocese until
2006, said he had not yet contact-
ed his family in Indonesia.

Clay Johnson, a native Minne-
sotan who now teaches in Japan,
was in Malaysia with friends on
Christmas break. He e-mailed
home soon after the waves
struck.

“It was kind of a scary mo-
ment for us, because we knew
that was where he was at,” his fa-
ther, Steve Johnson, said.

AP

Metropolitan Police staff in north London provide a call service for British people worried

about relatives or friends who may have been caught up in the earthquake which has

shaken southeast Asia.

Europe tallies missing, dead from Asia quake

Immigrants in U.S.
anxiously await word
from southern Asia

Officials ready to send aid, supplies
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A sundog shines in the subzero

temperatures as Don Baxter clears

snow on Alkali Creek Road in Bill-

ings, Mont. Sundogs form because

ice crystals refract each color of

light differently.

Generous gift

CO
DENVER — Resi-
dents of Samaritan

House didn’t know what to
expect when the bearded,
middle-aged man parked
his sport utility vehicle in
front of the downtown
homeless shelter Christ-
mas Eve.

The man walked into
the building, pulled
out a thick roll of
$100 bills and began passing them
out to each of the approximately
300 residents.

As a crowd gathered, the man
said he had once been homeless
and knew what it was like to be in
need. He did not identify himself
and said only that he lived in Den-
ver and had also distributed
money at a Las Vegas shelter.

Lutefisks support GIs

MN
GLENWOOD — Each
year, Mike Field ships any-

where from 200,000 to 300,000
pounds of lutefisk from his small
shop here to customers all over the
United States.

But his latest order of the stinky
fish crosses a new horizon.

One lutefisk-loving soldier has
ordered 25 pounds of the pungent
lye-soaked fish to be shipped to Af-
ghanistan as a “treat” for the ser-
vicemen and -women stationed
there.

The order came from Mike Lin-
demoe, a serviceman with the U.S.
Army stationed in Afghanistan —
and yes, Lindemoe’s the one who
called it a “treat,” Field said.

Field said that Lindemoe told
him he wouldn’t mind if it costs
$50 a plate, he wants the lutefisk,
which is a holiday tradition for
many with Scandinavian heritage.

Child welfare warned

FL
ORLANDO — Days before
a 4-year-old girl died from a

blow to the head in a filthy motel
room shared with five siblings and
her parents, the state child welfare
agency was told about her living
conditions but declined to investi-
gate, according to documents re-
leased Wednesday.

Kai Gadison was found dead
Monday after her mother called
911 to report the child wasn’t
breathing. She died of blunt force
trauma to the head, an autopsy re-
port said. The mother, 27-year-old
Kenya Hill, initially was held on
charges of child abuse and viola-
tion of probation, but was charged
Wednesday night with murder.

The other five children were
being cared for in a foster home.

Busting out the baton

RI
LINCOLN — A Woonsocket
man was restrained at gun-

point by a state Department of En-
vironmental Management officer
following a traffic dispute.

Stephen Chauvin, 24, was
charged with felony assault with a
dangerous weapon on Tuesday.
The DEM officer spotted him walk-
ing from his parked car toward an-
other motorist with a 2-foot-long re-
tractable baton on Route 116 short-
ly after 9 a.m.

Chauvin and the other driver
had both pulled over to the side of
the road.

The DEM officer witnessed the
confrontation and ordered Chau-
vin to put the baton down. When he
failed to comply, the officer drew
his weapon. Chauvin then stopped
and was later charged by police.

Locks of rehabilitation

HI
HONOLULU — Employees
at Salon Bobbi N’ Guy re-

ceived an unexpected Christmas
gift this season — locks of hair
from an inmate in jail on drug
charges.

Salon vice president Alex Choi
said the hair was a welcome gift be-
cause it will be sent to Locks of
Love, a nationwide nonprofit
group that collects hair to make
wigs for financially disadvantaged
children suffering from hair loss
because of illness.

The black hair — enough for
about five wigs — arrived on
Christmas Eve from a male inmate
at the Waiawa Correctional Facili-
ty who said he wanted to make a
sacrifice as proof of his sincere
wish to turn his life around, Choi
said.

Ominous message

NJ
ALLENHURST — The de-
cades-old message

scrawled on the bottom of a dress-
er drawer was ominous — alluding
to a murder and detailing the loca-
tion of the victim’s body.

But after fruitless
digging by police in a
back yard in the Mon-

mouth County borough
Wednesday, the mes-

sage may prove more use-
ful to a local author than to
authorities.

Shovels, a backhoe and
ground-penetrating radar

failed to unearth any human re-
mains from the yard of Rich-
ard Fernicola, a doctor and au-
thor who says he might use
the detail in his next book.

“My immediate decision was
that we had to resolve this because
I didn’t want people saying a
month or a year or 10 years from
now, ‘What happened to the body
in your backyard?’ ” he said.

Fast food hero

LA
BATON ROUGE — A Mc-
Donald’s worker ran to the

rescue of an allegedly drunk driv-
er whose car was rolling toward a
canal, pulling the man from behind
the wheel about 10 feet before the
vehicle fell into the water and sub-
merged.

“He saved that man’s life,” fel-
low McDonald’s employee Priscil-
la Morgan said of co-worker Tonio
Harris.

The pair were working early
Thursday morning when driver
Brian Broussard, 20, pulled up to
the drive-thru service window.

East Baton Rouge sheriff’s depu-
ties say when Broussard’s foot
slipped off the brake, the car
began to roll toward a canal across
the street from the McDonald’s.
Harris took off after it, pulling
Broussard from the still-moving
car just before it plunged into the
canal.

Advanced pews available

OH
AKRON — Joe and Kathy
Tricaso weren’t taking any

chances on not getting a seat for
Mass on Christmas Eve.

The couple, who live in the
Akron suburb of Green, spent $85
in a church auction last summer to
reserve a pew.

Their investment paid off. The
parking lot at Queen of Heaven
Catholic Church was filling fast
when they arrived an hour before
Friday’s 4 p.m. service.

“The rule is you’re not allowed
to save seats, and kind, loving
Christians can get pretty
mean-spirited if you tell them they
can’t sit down when they see an
empty seat on a pew,” Joe Tricaso
said.

Here’s mud in your way

VA
RICHMOND — An Ameri-
can Airlines plane prepar-

ing for takeoff went off the runway
and became stuck in mud Thurs-
day at Richmond International Air-
port, shutting the airport’s two
main runways to all incoming
flights, an airport spokesman said.

American Airlines Flight 1239
bound for Dallas-Fort Worth Inter-
national Airport was mired at the
grassy juncture of the airport’s two
main runways around 8:20 a.m.,
airport spokesman Troy Bell said.

None of the 129 passengers or
five crew members on the MD-80
was injured, Bell said. All passen-
gers had been evacuated by 10:30
a.m.

Ronnie Martinez of Calallen, Texas, takes a

ride down a hill at West Guth Park in Corpus

Christi.

Sundogs of winter

A snowman yard ornament seems to

relax on a bench as snow falls along

Quitman Street in Iuka, Miss.

Outta the way!

Floppy the snowman
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Hand prints are visible in the heavy frost cover-

ing a door at the Hippodrome in Eveleth, Minn.

Scalding death

MI ROCHESTER HILLS — A
pregnant woman was

charged with killing her boy-
friend’s toddler daughter by scald-
ing her in what prosecutors say
was 147-degree water, then ignor-
ing her suffering for several hours.

Letitia Ann Johnson, 27, of Orion
Township was charged Wednes-
day with second-degree murder in
the death of 22-month-old Jasmine
Phillips.

Johnson gave the girl a bath Sat-
urday night in scalding water, then
put her to bed, according to her
statements to police. Johnson was
aware Jasmine was in pain, accord-
ing to prosecutors.

Louie D. Phillips, 26, found his
daughter Sunday morning and
called 911, police said. She was pro-
nounced dead at a hospital. The
medical examiner ruled the death
a homicide caused by dehydration
from extensive third-degree
burns.

Traffic deaths analysis

HI HILO — Big Island motor-
ists died in traffic crashes at

more than three times the rate of
Oahu drivers from 2000 to 2003,
while the county’s frequency of ve-
hicle fatalities, when adjusted for
population, was nearly twice that
of Maui and Kauai counties during
that time, a state analysis found.

The statistics were contained in
a study recently released by the
state Department of Health.

The per-capita fatality rate for
vehicle occupants was similar
when figures were adjusted to ac-
count for the counties’ different
sizes. Deaths from motorcycle, bi-
cycle and pedestrian accidents
were excluded from the study.

State loses residents

MA BOSTON — Massachu-
setts was the only state in

the nation to lose residents in 2004,
U.S. Census data shows.

The state lost an estimated 3,852
people, or about 1.1 percent, in the
last year, despite continuing
growth in immigration to the Bay
State, the Boston Sunday Globe re-
ported.

Paul E. Harrington, an econo-
mist at Northeastern University’s
Center for Labor Market Studies,
attributed the fall to a stagnant job
market. He said the decline could
be an ominous sign for the state.

“Population loss is a pretty fun-
damental number,” he said.

Offsetting the trend is a boost in
foreign immigrants, Harrington
said, who are counted by the Cen-
sus but often don’t show up in job
or unemployment data. That sug-
gests that these workers are being
paid under the table, which could
create a “long-term economic
growth problem,” he said.

Line drawn at $104M

FL MIAMI — A Florida ap-
peals court threw out as

“shockingly excessive” a jury’s
$104 million verdict over a teenag-
er who was left severely
brain-damaged after becoming
trapped underwater by the suction
of a pool drain.

The 3rd District Court of Appeal
on Wednesday ordered a new trial
in the lawsuit brought by the fami-
ly of Lorenzo Peterson against

pump maker Sta-Rite Industries.

Peterson died earlier this year,
after the trial.

He nearly drowned while swim-
ming with friends at age 15 when a
Sta-Rite pump sucked his arm into
an uncovered drain at an apart-
ment complex in North Miami in
2000.

Six adults were unable to free
the teen. He was eventually re-
leased when a police officer ar-
rived and shut off the power.

West Nile virus down

NY ROCHESTER — Cases of
West Nile virus plummeted

in New York state in 2004, health
officials said.

The mosquito-borne illness
prompted some panic when it first
hit America in 1999, but drew little
attention this year in New York.

In all, 10 people tested positive
statewide for the virus in 2004,
compared with 71 last year.
Around 200 birds had confirmed
West Nile this year, down from
1,367 in 2003.

Experts aren’t sure yet if cases
will remain scarce or whether the
drop is simply part of a down cycle
in the virus’ lifespan.

Land preservation

VA CHARLOTTESVILLE — A
preservation agreement

will keep about 1,060 acres sur-
rounding Monticello — land that
was once part of Thomas Jeffer-
son’s plantation — much as it was
in his day.

The nonprofit Thomas Jefferson
Foundation announced a plan to
place the land surrounding the his-
toric house in permanent conserva-
tion easement, which cedes all de-
velopment and division rights to
the Virginia Outdoors Foundation,
a state agency committed to pre-
serving areas of scenic and histori-
cal value.

“The mission of the Thomas Jef-
ferson Foundation is preservation
and education,” said its president,
Dan Jordan.

The areas placed under ease-
ment include three separate tracts:
a 418-acre parcel known as the
Home Farm, the 560-acre Tufton
property and 80 acres bordering
the Rivanna River. All the land
was once part of the original Monti-
cello plantation site.

Chicago-centric auction

IL CHICAGO — Dyeing the
Chicago River green on St.

Patrick’s Day: $7,600. Placing the
winning bid for a hallowed city tra-
dition: Priceless.

The city’s eBay auction of Chica-
go-specific experiences and trea-
sures ended Wednesday night
after raising more than $242,000
for the city’s arts and cultural pro-
grams — including the winning
$7,600 bid for the opportunity to
dye the Chicago River green
March 17.

The top bid came in at $21,000
for a wedding package that in-
cludes catering for 100 in the city’s
ornate Chicago Cultural Center
overlooking Michigan Avenue.
The second biggest draw — dinner
for 10 with television broadcaster
Bill Kurtis, accompanied by a docu-
mentary about the winning bid-
der’s life — went for $18,600.

Stories and photos from The Associated
Press

People walk through the Wal-Mart Supercenter parking lot in Buckhorn,

Pa., towards their vehicles as a driver looks for one of the few empty spac-

es left in the lot while a shopper places bags into a SUV.

Frigid cold and wind from Lake

Michigan turn this shore marker at

31st Street Beach into a giant

icicle in Chicago.

A home occupied by Debbie Hunt and Frank Holzkamp burns in McCracken

County, Ky. The residents and their dog escaped and were not injured.

Icicles abound

Parking nightmare

Hands-on job

Consuming blaze
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Snoop Dogg, center,

performs his host

duties at Spike TV’s

Video Game Awards

on Dec. 14 in Santa

Monica, Calif.

BY JOSE ANTONIO VARGAS

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON

T
he Game — aka Jayceon Taylor — isn’t a star. Not
yet, at least. But it helps that big-shot producer Dr.
Dre is on his side, working on
a few cuts on the Game’s

debut album, set to drop in mid-Janu-
ary.

To break into the sardine-can
hip-hop scene, the Game needs to
tour, hit the FM waves, make the
rounds on MTV.

One more thing: “It’d be really, real-
ly hot to get on Madden,” the
25-year-old MC says from a record-
ing studio in California’s San Fernan-
do Valley.

He’s talking about the most lucra-
tive franchise in the multibillion-dol-
lar video game industry, selling more
than 40 million units since its launch
in 1989. “Madden NFL 2004” was last
year’s top-selling game, and “Mad-
den NFL 2005” is poised to be near
the top again this year.

The competition to get onto the
game’s soundtrack — a lineup of
thumping, furious, go-play-ball songs
— is fierce. Last year, record labels
sent more than 2,500 songs to vie for
the game’s 21 tracks, which included
Hoobastank’s “Same Direction,” New
Found Glory’s “This Disaster” and
Yung Wun’s “Yung Wun Anthem.”

In the past three years, particularly this year, the link be-
tween the music industry and the video-game industry —
the former in a revenue slump, the latter on a revenue high
— has gotten only closer.

For example, the rock-punk band Incubus wrote music
for “Halo 2,” and Snoop Dogg’s cover of the Doors classic
“Riders on the Storm” made its debut on “Need for Speed
Underground 2.” Both games were released last month.

For artists as established as Green Day, whose “Ameri-
can Idiot” has just been nominated for a Grammy as
record of the year, winning a spot on a Madden soundtrack
is like having a 20-second commercial on “Monday Night

Football” or “Desperate Housewives.” For an
up-and-comer such as the Game, it’s an even bigger deal,
the kind of break that brings instant celebrity. For both, it’s
a new route to an old audience, as sure a bet as any when it
comes to grabbing a prized demographic:
18-to-34-year-old males, 75 percent of whom play video

games, according to Nielsen Interac-
tive Entertainment.

“I play Madden, like, 30 hours or
40 hours a week, easy,” said Nick
Schwartz, 24. The Washington soft-
ware technician says he first heard
the song “American Idiot” on “Mad-
den NFL 2005,” not on the radio or
MTV. The song is also the title of
Green Day’s latest album, which
scored six Grammy nominations.

Justin Yu, a friend of Schwartz’s,
interrupts. The 27-year-old Web de-
signer, a “huge basketball fanatic,”
says he discovered the rapper Fab-
olous two years ago, on “NBA Live
2003.” With his busy work schedule,
“playing basketball means taking out
the PlayStation.”

In the past five years, that 18-to-34
male demographic has been increas-
ingly turning on the television not to
watch a show but to play video
games, says Michael Dowling, gener-
al manager of Nielsen Interactive.

“Music in video game soundtracks
has become a place for retro-clas-
sics, to hear new artists and for excit-
ing artists to stretch and do different

kinds of material,” said Casey Patterson of the MTV
spinoff Spike TV, the self-described first network for men.

On Nov. 30 Spike TV, with Artemis Records, released a
compilation CD, “Hits Vol. 1: Best of Video Game Music,”
and recently held its second annual Video Game Awards.
Snoop Dogg, a big gamer himself, hosted.

The convergence of music and video games is inevitable
to Cary Sherman, president of the Recording Industry As-
sociation of America.

“There’s been more of an effort in the past year by video
game companies and record companies to find a match
and create a game that’s bigger than the sum of its parts.
It’s great for the video game. It’s great for the artist,” he
said.

No research for this investigator

When Louise Lombard landed a role as the new
crime-scene investigator on “CSI,” a producer suggested
she prepare by visiting a morgue.

“I turned to her and said, ‘That’s where the acting
comes in,’ ” Lombard said. “There’s no way I’m going to
see a corpse just in the name of research. I’m dedicated,
but not THAT dedicated.”

Lombard became a household name in the United King-
dom on the BBC series “The House of Elliott.” She had a
costarring role in the movie “Hidalgo.”

On “CSI,” Lombard plays a crime scene investigator de-
moted to work on the graveyard shift with star William
Petersen.

“She’s not a scientist by instinct,” Lombard, 34, told TV
Guide for its Dec. 26 issue. “She’s a cop. Her interest is in
justice.”

Still, Lombard hasn’t been able to avoid the grimier
tasks of her pseudo-job. In her first scene, she inspects a
pool of vomit, and it didn’t get any better.

“The next shot was me putting my hand down a toilet,”
she said. “I’ve waited my whole career to do that.”

Bulking up for big roles

Renee Zellweger isn’t the only actress packing on the
pounds for plum roles these days.

Sarah Steele, the 16-year-old ac-
tress who plays the overweight
daughter of Adam Sandler and Tea
Leoni in the comedy-drama “Span-
glish,” had to gain between 15 and
17 pounds for the role.

“And then I had my fat suit. It was
cotton and spandex. It was pretty un-
comfortable,” the 5-foot-tall Steele
told the Los Angeles Times for Sun-
day’s editions.

Steele normally fluctuates be-
tween a size 1 and 2. She said she did
not use a special diet to gain the
weight because the food on the set

was so good.
“I was the only actress who could eat it,” she said.

Drug companies dodging Moore

Some pharmaceutical companies are telling their em-
ployees to look out for the scruffy guy in the baseball cap.

The Houston Chronicle reported Saturday that at least
six drug companies have released internal communica-
tions telling employees to be wary of filmmaker Michael
Moore.

Moore’s targets have included General Motors (“Roger
& Me”), the gun lobby (the
Oscar-winning “Bowling for Colum-
bine”) and President Bush (“Fahren-
heit 9/11”).

Moore, normally seen sporting a
beard and a ball cap, has now set his
sights on the health care industry, in-
cluding insurance companies,
HMOs, the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and drug companies.

“We ran a story in our online news-
paper saying Moore is embarking on
a documentary and if you see a
scruffy guy in a baseball cap, you’ll
know who it is,” said Stephen Leder-
er, a spokesman for Pfizer Global Research and Develop-
ment.

In September and October, Wyeth, AstraZeneca and
GlaxoSmithKline, the second-largest in retail sales, sent
out Moore alerts, instructing employees that questions
posed by the media or filmmakers should be handled by
corporate communications.

Former Raider back in trouble

Former pro football center Barret Robbins was arrest-
ed on battery and drunk and disorderly conduct charges

after he allegedly hit a night club se-
curity guard, authorities said.

The former Oakland Raider and
Pro Bowler allegedly struck a guard
after he was told the bar he was try-
ing to enter was closed, according to
the San Francisco Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. He was arrested around Fri-
day morning.

The All-Pro center is best remem-
bered for his infamous disappear-
ance the night before the 2003 Super
Bowl in San Diego. He spent Super
Bowl Sunday in a hospital and later
acknowledged he stopped taking his

medicine for depression and bipolar disorder.

From The Associated Press

AP photos

Jayceon Taylor, aka the Game, has his
sites set on getting one of his songs
on the next installment of the Madden
football franchise.

Moore

Zellweger

Robbins

FACES

It’s all about
getting in

THE GAME
Video games become crucial medium for musical success
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Tips for return success
The Associated Press

The nation’s annual Trek to
the Return Counter exercise is
nearly here.

ConsumerReports.org, the on-
line site of the popular consum-
er magazine, has a few tips to in-
crease your chance of a happy
resolution.

� Arrive armed with a sales
receipt. This is the swiftest meth-
od of slicing through initial con-
fusion and smoothing the trans-
action.

� Don’t assume a clerk’s no is
the final word on the matter.

Take the issue to another em-
ployee, who may understand the
store’s return rules better (or
worse) than the initial clerk. If
all else fails, speak to the manag-
er.

� Don’t discard tags or other
product packaging until you’re
positive you’ll keep the item.
With some electronic items,
doing so can result in a hefty re-
stocking fee.

� Above all: Be polite. Store
clerks see the worst of humans’
dealings with each other, so a
smile and beneficent attitude
can go a long way toward a satis-
fying experience.

EXCHANGE RATES

Military rates
Euro costs ........................................ $1.3881
Dollar buys ...................................... €0.7204
British pound ...................................... $1.97
Japanese yen (Dec. 29) .................... 101.00
South Korean won (Dec. 28) ......... 1,021.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ................................. 0.37699
British pound ................................... $1.9144
Canada (Dollar) .................................. 1.2442
Denmark (Krone) .................................. 5.19
Egypt (Pound) ..................................... 6.2224
Euro ........................................ $1.3381/0.7473
Hong Kong (Dollar) ........................... 7.7812
Hungary (Forint) ............................... 181.36
Iceland (Krona) .................................... 60.37
Israel (Shekel) ................................... 4.3365
Japan (Yen) ....................................... 104.08
Kuwait (Dinar) ................................. 0.29461
Norway (Krone) ...................................... 5.78
Philippines (Peso) ............................... 56.08
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) .............................. 3.59
Singapore (Dollar) ............................. 1.6396
South Korea (Won) ....................... 1,053.50
Switzerland (Franc) .............................. 1.08
Thailand (Baht) ................................... 39.03
Turkey (Lira) ............................ 1,358,000.00
(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS

London as of Friday (closed for holiday)
Gold .................................................... $440.30
Silver .................................................... $6.803

INTEREST RATES

Prime rate .............................................. 5.25
Discount rate ........................................ 3.25
Federal funds market rate .................. 2.25
3-month bill ........................................... 2.20
30-year bond ......................................... 4.83
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

Karzai holds first
Cabinet meeting BY JAMAL HALABY

The Associated Press

AMMAN, Jordan — Jordan’s
military court on Monday acquit-
ted 13 Muslim militants — includ-
ing three Saudi fugitives — of con-
spiring to commit terror attacks
against U.S. targets in Jordan, but
sentenced 11 of them to prison
terms ranging from six to 15
years for possessing explosives.

Two defendants — Jordanian
Saud al-Khalayleh and Isam
al-Barqawi — were acquitted for
lack of evidence in charges that
they possessed explosives and
plotted attacks.

The prosecution charged the
13-member cell — including

three Saudi fugitives and 10 Jorda-
nians in police custody — of pos-
sessing and intending to use explo-
sives and conspiring to carry out
terror attacks. The prosecution
charged the 13 men with target-
ing the U.S. Embassy in Amman
and Jordanian military bases near
the Iraqi border where the mili-
tants believed American troops
were stationed.

The verdicts can be appealed.
No attacks had been carried out

when police uncovered the plot in
December 2002.

Only one of the defendants, Zu-
hair Shdeifat, has confessed to
plotting terrorist attacks.

The other nine Jordanians in
custody had pleaded innocent and

said they were coerced into sign-
ing guilty confessions.

None of the accused are suspect-
ed of belonging to al-Qaida, Jorda-
nian security officials said, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity.

BY ALEKSANDAR VASOVIC

The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Opposition leader Vik-
tor Yushchenko celebrated his apparently
decisive triumph in Ukraine’s protracted
presidential context Monday, thanking
protesters who spent weeks camped out
in the capital’s frigid streets for securing
his electoral victory and the nation’s free-
dom.

Three exit polls gave Yushchenko a 15
to 20 percentage point lead over Prime
Minister Viktor Yanukovych.

But the official vote count gave Yush-
chenko a narrower lead: With ballots from
98.49 percent of precincts counted by 1
p.m., Yushchenko was leading with 52.29
percent compared to Yanukovych’s 43.92
percent.

“Now, today, the Ukrainian people have
won. I congratulate you,” the West-
ern-leaning Yushchenko told a jubilant
crowd in Kiev’s Independence Square,
the center of massive protests following
the Nov. 21 runoff that was annulled after
allegations of fraud.

“We have been independent for 14
years but we were not free,” he said.
“Now we can say this is a thing of the past.
Now we are facing an independent and
free Ukraine.”

But Yanukovych had not conceded de-
feat and Nestor Shufrych, a lawmaker and
Yanukovych ally, told reporters the prime
minister’s campaign would appeal.

Results were trickling in from two re-
gions in pro-Yanukovych territory in east-
ern Ukraine. Central Election Commis-
sion chairman Yaroslav Davydovych
urged election workers to do their jobs.
“Put political issues aside. The state is

waiting for results,” he said.
Georgian President Mikhail Saakash-

vili, whose own rise to power on a wave of
peaceful protests in November 2003 in-
spired Ukraine’s opposition, congratulat-
ed Yushchenko in a Ukrainian-language

message delivered over Ukrainian televi-
sion. Saakashvili, who attended law school
in then-Soviet Ukraine, apparently is first
foreign leader to publicly recognize Yush-
chenko’s victory.

Poland’s former President Lech Walesa
told the Polish news agency PAP that
Yushchenko’s victory meant that
“Ukraine on its road to freedom and de-
mocracy made a small move towards Eu-
rope.”

Yushchenko was not taking chances.
He called his supporters back out onto In-
dependence Square on Monday afternoon
to defend the election victory, if neces-
sary, and asked for their help in what he
called the main task facing the nation:
forming a trustworthy government.

Sure of victory, Yushchenko backers ap-
peared to be taking a rest after weeks
camped out in Kiev. About 5,000 gathered
in Independence Square on Sunday night
to hear his victory speech, setting off fire-
works in celebration.

Earlier, Yushchenko said at his cam-
paign headquarters that Ukraine was be-
ginning “a new political life.”

“I am convinced that it is fashionable to
be a citizen of Ukraine. It is stylish. It is
beautiful. Three or four months ago, few
people knew where Ukraine was,” he
said. “Today, almost the whole world
starts its day from thinking about what is
happening in Ukraine.”

BY PAUL HAVEN

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Af-
ghan President Hamid Karzai
held his first Cabinet meeting
on Monday, urging his ministers
to avoid political intrigue and
work together for the future of
this war-battered country.

Karzai swore in the new Cabi-
net last week, brushing aside
several warlords in favor of pro-
fessionals with university de-
grees.

He left Yunus Qanooni, his
prime opponent in October elec-
tions, out of the government, say-
ing he did so in order to allow
Qanooni to start an opposition
party.

The president said he would
support the creation of an oppo-
sition, saying it was in the inter-
est of Afghanistan’s fledgling de-
mocracy. But on Monday, he
made clear that no member of
his government should wade
into political waters.

“I hope all of our ministers in
the Cabinet, if they have any
link with political parties, they
should resign from those par-
ties,” Karzai said ahead of the
meeting at the presidential pal-
ace. “If they do, then the people
of Afghanistan will trust our
Cabinet and be confident that it
will work for them.” Karzai’s
new justice minister, Sarwar
Danish, left his political party
on Monday ahead of the Cabinet
session.

Karzai also stressed transpar-
ency and accountability, saying
all Cabinet ministers must make

public their personal holdings in
order to guard against corrup-
tion.

The president stressed im-
provements to the economy, edu-
cation and security as goals of
his government, and said he
would dispatch ministers to
every province in the far-flung
country so that the people got to
know them.

“I want a Cabinet that is at the
service of the people, and which
participates in the reconstruc-
tion of the country,” said Karzai,
who was sworn in earlier this
month as Afghanistan’s first
democratically-elected presi-
dent.

Afghanistan is still recovering
from more than a quarter-centu-
ry of warfare. Most of its infra-
structure is in tatters and its
army is struggling to cope with
a stubborn Taliban insurgency.
Its economy, which is largely re-
liant on foreign aid, risks being
swamped by a booming drug
trade that has flooded the world
with cheap heroin.

Karzai, who recently declared
a “holy war” against drug traf-
ficking, said fighting the trade
would be a hallmark of his ad-
ministration.

“We don’t want to be known
in the world as drug traffick-
ers,” Karzai said.

Karzai gave the ministers a
week to report back to him on
their long and short term plans.

“Security and prosperity is
the basis of our work,” Karzai
said. “We have a big responsibil-
ity on our shoulders and we
must fulfill the promises we
have made to our people.”

Yushchenko claims Ukraine presidency

Mixed results in Jordan terror trial

AP

Opposition presidential candidate Viktor Yushchenko greets his supporters during a

massive rally at Independence Square in Kiev early Monday. Yushchenko claimed victory

in Ukraine’s fiercely contested presidential election.
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 45 39
Bahrain 75 57
Beijing 52 21
Beirut 63 51
Bermuda 68 61
Caracas 79 66
Helsinki 34 28
Hong Kong 74 63
Lisbon 57 48

HI LO
Manila 86 72
Mexico City 74 45
Montreal 42 31
Riyadh 76 55
Rio de. Jan 82 72
Seoul  53 36
Sofia  52 34
Sydney 83 63
Tokyo 57 47

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 78 63
Dakar  77 64
Freetown 89 71
Kinshasa 89 72

HI LO
Mogadishu 91 73
Nairobi 75 57
Rabat   69 47
Tripoli 66 50

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 62 46 Cldy
Akron,Ohio 34 29 Cldy
Albany,N.Y. 29 27 Cldy
Albuquerque 54 33 PCldy
Allentown,Pa. 33 24 PCldy
Amarillo 60 34 PCldy
Anchorage 25 8 PCldy
Asheville 47 26 Clr
Atlanta 50 34 Clr
Atlantic City 35 27 PCldy
Austin 66 50 Cldy
Baltimore 37 29 PCldy
Baton Rouge 66 42 Clr
Billings 43 25 Clr
Birmingham 55 34 PCldy
Bismarck 36 14 PCldy
Boise 43 31 PCldy
Boston 31 27 PCldy
Bridgeport 31 27 PCldy
Brownsville 74 58 PCldy
Buffalo 34 29 Cldy
Burlington,Vt. 30 23 PCldy
Caribou,Maine 11 7 Clr
Casper 42 27 Clr
Charleston,S.C. 54 32 Clr
Charleston,W.Va. 47 32 PCldy
Charlotte,N.C. 47 30 Clr
Chattanooga 51 31 Clr
Cheyenne 48 27 PCldy
Chicago 38 29 Cldy
Cincinnati 38 31 PCldy

Cleveland 35 31 Cldy
Colorado Springs 52 27 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 50 27 Clr
Columbus,Ga. 58 34 Clr
Columbus,Ohio 37 31 PCldy
Concord,N.H. 27 23 PCldy
Corpus Christi 72 56 Cldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 61 52 PCldy
Dayton 35 31 PCldy
Daytona Beach 64 52 Cldy
Denver 56 27 Clr
Des Moines 44 25 PCldy
Detroit 33 32 Cldy
Duluth 27 12 Rain
El Paso 63 40 PCldy
Elkins 44 24 PCldy
Erie 34 30 Cldy
Eugene 46 35 PCldy
Evansville 42 31 Clr
Fairbanks 5 -24 PCldy
Fargo 28 12 PCldy
Flagstaff 42 31 Cldy
Flint 32 30 Cldy
Fort Smith 56 43 PCldy
Fort Wayne 34 29 PCldy
Fresno 53 43 Rain
Goodland 58 27 Clr
Grand Junction 45 26 Cldy
Grand Rapids 33 28 Snow
Great Falls 41 22 Clr
Green Bay 32 21 Rain
Greensboro,N.C. 45 30 Clr

Harrisburg 33 26 PCldy
Hartford Spgfld 33 23 PCldy
Helena 35 16 PCldy
Houston 66 53 PCldy
Huntsville 51 34 Clr
Indianapolis 38 29 PCldy
Jackson,Miss. 60 42 PCldy
Jacksonville 60 42 PCldy
Juneau 31 25 Snow
Kansas City 53 36 PCldy
Key West 72 64 Cldy
Knoxville 46 30 Clr
Lake Charles 65 50 Clr
Lansing 33 28 Snow
Las Vegas 51 43 Rain
Lexington 48 35 PCldy
Lincoln 51 27 PCldy
Little Rock 55 43 PCldy
Los Angeles 60 48 Rain
Louisville 47 35 PCldy
Lubbock 61 37 PCldy
Macon 57 33 Clr
Madison 34 23 Cldy
Medford 47 34 Cldy
Memphis 56 44 Clr
Miami Beach 72 62 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 63 41 PCldy
Milwaukee 38 30 Cldy
Mpls-St Paul 34 22 Cldy
Mobile 62 44 Clr
Montgomery 58 32 PCldy
Nashville 50 37 PCldy

New Orleans 65 47 Clr
New York City 34 33 PCldy
Newark 34 28 PCldy
Norfolk,Va. 37 30 Clr
North Platte 52 24 PCldy
Oklahoma City 61 44 Cldy
Omaha 49 28 PCldy
Orlando 68 50 PCldy
Paducah 45 34 Clr
Pendleton 38 31 PCldy
Peoria 42 33 PCldy
Philadelphia 34 31 PCldy
Phoenix 63 53 PCldy
Pittsburgh 34 29 PCldy
Pocatello 38 21 Cldy
Portland,Maine 26 23 Clr
Portland,Ore. 48 37 PCldy
Providence 32 27 PCldy
Pueblo 56 23 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 45 28 Clr
Rapid City 47 23 PCldy
Reno 46 27 Cldy
Richmond 39 27 PCldy
Roanoke 42 30 Clr
Rochester 34 30 Cldy
Rockford 38 29 Cldy
Sacramento 52 46 Rain
St Louis 54 41 PCldy
St Thomas 84 73 Clr
Salem,Ore. 48 35 PCldy
Salt Lake City 42 30 Cldy
San Angelo 63 46 Cldy

San Antonio 67 52 Cldy
San Diego 61 54 Rain
San Francisco 56 45 Rain
San Jose 56 43 Rain
San Juan,P.R. 83 73 PCldy
Santa Fe 50 27 PCldy
St Ste Marie 29 23 Snow
Savannah 55 33 Clr
Seattle 47 37 PCldy
Shreveport 59 44 PCldy
Sioux City 43 23 PCldy
Sioux Falls 40 18 PCldy
South Bend 34 30 Cldy
Spokane 35 28 PCldy
Springfield,Ill. 43 34 PCldy
Springfield,Mo. 56 38 PCldy
Syracuse 31 25 Cldy
Tallahassee 62 36 Clr
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 71 52 PCldy
Toledo 35 30 PCldy
Topeka 54 31 PCldy
Tucson 68 50 Cldy
Tulsa 59 46 PCldy
Tupelo 59 42 Clr
Waco 63 54 Cldy
Washington,D.C. 37 30 PCldy
W.Palm Beach 70 61 PCldy
Wichita 60 35 PCldy
Wichita Falls 64 46 Cldy
Wilkes-Barre 30 24 Cldy
Wilmington,Del. 34 27 PCldy
Yakima 38 27 PCldy

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY

EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/

•
POLAND

CZECH REP. SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY

FRANCE

SWEDEN

NORWAY

SWITZ.

ITALY

GERMANY

RUSSIA

BELARUS

UKRAINE

NETH.

BELG..

BOSNIA

CRETESICILY

TUNISIAALGERIAMOROCCO

SPAIN

PORTUGAL

CORSICA

SARDINIA

SLOVENIA CROATIA

IRELAND

BRITAIN

DENMARK

TURKEY

MOLDOVA

ROMANIA

ALBANIA

BULGARIA

GREECE

SERBIA

MACEDONIA

LITHUANIA

LATVIA

ESTONIA

Munich
37/29
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•
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•

•
•

•

•

•

•
•
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•

•
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•
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Moscow
36/25

St. Petersburg
25/23

Kiev
46/34

Bucharest
50/32

Warsaw
42/30

Oslo
32/21

Berlin
33/30

Frankfurt
37/30

Stuttgart
32/25

Prague
34/28

Budapest
40/27

Copenhagen
37/33

Reykjavik
33/29

Dublin
48/39

Ramstein
34/28

Vienna
39/34

Geneva
35/24

Brussels
39/32

Istanbul
60/44

Athens
70/54

Souda Bay
72/54

Sigonella
66/50

Naples
54/44

Rome
54/48

Belgrade
50/27

Sarajevo
45/28

Tirana
58/37

Pristina
45/32

Tuzla
48/28

Aviano
43/34

Pisa
52/43

Paris
43/34

Nice
52/38

Barcelona
57/41

Madrid
52/37

Morón
54/39

Rota
59/46

Lisbon
59/49

Izmir
57/41

London
48//37

Lakenheath
46/38

Stockholm
32/26

Benelux: Cloudy with rain/snow
showers. Highs are in the upper 30s
to lower 40s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers, Highs are in the low to
upper 40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Cloudy with
rainshowers and isolated thunder-
storms and strong winds. Highs are
in the mid to upper 40s.

France: Mostly cloudy with rainshow-
ers. Highs in the lower 30s to lower
40s to the north and in the lower 50s
to the south.

Northern Germany: Cloudy with
rain/snow showers. Highs in the
lower 30s to upper 30s.

Southern Germany: Cloudy with
rain/snow showers. Highs are in the
30s.

Hungary: Cloudy rain/snow showers.
Highs are in the upper 30s to low
40s.

Northern Italy: Cloudy with rainshow-
ers and isolated thunderstorms.
Highs are in the low 40s to low 50s.

Southern Italy: Cloudy with rain
showers, isolated thunderstorms and
strong winds. Highs are in the mid to
upper 50s.

Kosovo: Cloudy with rainshowers,
isolated thunderstorms and strong
winds. Highs are in the 40s.

Norway: Cloudy with snow to the
north and rain to the south. Highs
are in the low 30s to low 40s.

Portugal, Spain: Mostly cloudy to
cloudy with rainshowers. Highs are
in the 50s.

Turkey: Mostly cloudy with rainshow-
ers. Highs will be in the mid 50s to
low 60s.

European forecast for 28 December 2004 

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
A1C Rick Olson

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN
IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
61/42

Baghdad
62/38

Kuwait CIty
65/48

Dhahran
59/40

Dubai
65/48

Zahedan
63/40

Karachi
81/59 Bombay

69/47

New Delhi
69/47

Kandahar
53/41

Kabul
43/29

Islamabad
67/39

Mazar-e-Sharif
43/15

Ashgabat
90/69

Tehran
46/26

Hyderabad
87/54

Tel Aviv
69/49

Cairo
74/52

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
• •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 7:06AM 7:06AM
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 8:24AM 8:24AM
Sunset (Baghdad) 5:04PM 5:05PM
Sunset (Frankfurt) 4:31PM 4:31PM

Skopje
48/31•

•Stavanger
43/37

Lajes
62/57

New moon
10 Jan 05

First qtr.
17 Jan 05

Full moon
25 Jan 05

Last qtr.
03 Jan 05

H

L

L
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Venus runs out ahead of Mercury,
and our hearts take the lead over
our logical brain. So if you already
know you have a tendency
to be a fool for love, this is
the time to ask friends what
they honestly think —
before you make any rash
decisions. On the brighter
side, if you’ve been finding it
hard to forgive someone,
compassion wins out.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 28). You’ve
got head-turning style this
year — that, along with your
creativity and hard work, will
get you rave reviews. Don’t
let it go to your head, however,
particularly in April, when opportunity
springs from humility. Your larg-
er-than-life intensity attracts love that
is the same in June. Be thrifty, and
you’ll have a good deal to spend in
September.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Sweet harmony guides your day as
you reach an accord with your wife,
your mother or a maternal figure and
go to your neutral corners. Now, you
can be super-productive and whip
through that to-do list.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Have a chat with the gardener, the
hairdresser or someone else who
grooms you or your home — but
wait until after noon. You’ll be better
able to articulate your needs, and
that person will be more receptive to
your suggestions.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Every song on the radio will seem to
speak directly to you. This is a
prolific time for Gemini poets, song-
writers and romantics. Words of love
roll easily off the tongue — or out of
the pen if you prefer.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
There is a light at the end of this
tunnel! You feel a surge of confi-
dence as you glimpse it. Any unfin-
ished business can be completed.
Messes can be cleaned up. You’re
capable of more than you previously
thought.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The
drama increases on your life stage,
and you may feel as if you’re flying

without a net. Rest assured that a
stabilizing force will protect you from
any rough landings. The universe
has got your back.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You’re liable to feel a bit irked by

someone, particularly if
that person throws your
daily routine out of
whack. Stall for time. If
you still feel the same
way in a couple of hours,
share your concerns.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Use your
natural sense of fair play
to mediate a discussion
between folks taking pro
and con positions. You’ll
come out looking like a
hero as long as you stay

neutral. Another Libra helps.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Others are drawn to you by your
passion and mystery, but be careful
of their motives. Your intuition is in
high gear right now, so if something
feels fishy, make a call to your gut,
and go with whatever it has to say.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Passion is on the menu, as is
a taste for telling it like it is. You
express your affection with flair and
vim. Teachers, lawyers and politi-
cians can win over the other side by
making their case with enthusiasm.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Your family is your strength,
and you are theirs. Reminiscing
about the past fills your heart with
tenderness and love. A nice dinner
can do wonders for your spirit.
Include at least two of your favorite
comfort foods.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Social butterfly that you are, you’re
probably spreading yourself too thin.
You’re torn between focusing on
your own needs and keeping a
commitment you made to a friend.
Sleep in late tomorrow if you possi-
bly can.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
The focus is still on your relation-
ship, but now, the perspective has
shifted from your partner to you.
You’re a natural-born negotiator, so
say what you really feel, and try to
find common ground. It’s closer than
you realize.

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

Holiday Mathis

Tuesday, December 28, 2004 · STARS AND STRIPES · MIDEAST EDITION · PAGE 21



G
a
rf

ie
ld

H
a
g
a
r

D
il
b
e
rt

B
lo

n
d
ie

S
p
id

e
r 

M
a
n

B
a
b
y 

B
lu

e
s

B
.C

.
F
o
xt

ro
t

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across
1 Chatters away

5 Unclear image

9 Clothing

protector

12 Jai —

13 Croupier’s prop

14 A Gabor sister

15 Bought with 

borrowed money

17 Doggy doc

18 Collections

19 Skin

21 Mails

24 Needy

25 Notion

26 1977 movie hit

30 Thanksgiving

abbr.

31 Knew how to

32 Eviscerate

33 Glitch makers

35 Gambling

game

36 Bar

37 Tailor further

38 Open area in a 

forest

40 China-Russia 

border river

42 Throw your hat

into the ring

43 Raven’s call

48 Easy as —

49 Hambletonian

gait

50 Pedestal occupant

51 Spell-down

52 Logical

53 Abound

Down
1 Guy’s partner

2 Stout relative

3 Munich’s st.

4 Nap

5 Pesky kid

6 Trails the pack

7 Guitar’s kin

8 “Quiz Show” 

director

9 Drinks

10 Currier’s 

partner

11 Business loss

16 Thing, in law

20 Despondent

21 Ricochet sound

22 Stench

23 Fired person’s 

pay

24 Cronies

26 Earth

27 Wine cask

28 Mysterious

character

29 Pack away

31 Attorney’s hirers

34 Frenzied

35 Miss Piggy’s 

love

37 Capek drama

38 Snatch

39 Garage job

40 Revlon rival

41 Apportion

44 Mound stat

45 Praiseful work

46 Caviar

47 Shade source

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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Dear Annie: I have
been married for 25 years
and love my husband
dearly. Three months ago,
“Nelson” was offered a
good job in Maryland.
However, it meant we had
to move five hours from
my children and grand-
children, and it is tearing
me apart. I thought I
would be able to handle
the distance, but I can’t.

My daughter is now
separated from her hus-
band, and I feel I should be there
for her and the children. My
husband has said that if I am so
unhappy, he will give up the job
and we will move back. But,
Annie, I know that he is enjoying
his new position, and I don’t want
to make him move.

I am depressed. I cry a lot. I
have gotten a job in a large office,
but I still am lonely for my family
and friends. I said I would give it
a year, but it is so much harder
than I thought.

— My Heart is in New York
Dear N.Y.: Of course it’s hard

to move away from the home
you’ve known and the family you

cherish. Moving is
highly stressful under
the best of circumstanc-
es. However, you need
to give Maryland a
chance.

Maryland is not that
far away from New
York. Can you save up
mileage so you can
visit your daughter
perhaps one weekend
a month (more often if
you can afford it)?
Have you joined a

church or synagogue where you
can become involved in its activi-
ties? Does your new apartment,
condo or neighborhood have a
social committee? These efforts
will provide a distraction from
your unhappiness and allow you
to make new friends. Please
hang in there a little longer be-
fore giving up.

Dear Annie: I was raised not
to make noise when I eat. I don’t
smack, crunch or chew with my
mouth open.

I realize some foods make
noise, like crackers or cucum-
bers, but in my group of friends,

there is a woman who crunches
the ice in her drink. This is like
nails on a blackboard to the rest
of us. The subject has been
brought to her attention, but she
told us in no uncertain terms that
she liked to crunch ice and
doesn’t plan to stop.

We realize this is not an earth-
shaking problem, just an annoy-
ing one. Now what do we do,
other than dissolve the group
get-together, which we really
don’t want to do? Ear plugs?

— Deafened in South Carolina
Dear S.C.: Your friend may

have an iron deficiency. One of
the symptoms is the desire to
crunch ice. Really. Tell her you
are worried about her health and
suggest she talk to her doctor.
Beyond that, there’s not much
you can do to dissuade her from
crunching. If she is too inconsid-
erate to stop when asked, you
might want to avoid including
her in these outings.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: In reply to the

letter from “Offended in the
South,” regarding hospital
gowns, I understand a person’s
need for modesty. However, I
am a health-care provider, and I
see the other side of the picture.
As a paramedic, we are
constantly disrobing
patients (including cut-
ting clothing off) to gain
access to areas that need
examination and treat-
ment. Hospital gowns
give us access to IV
lines, EKG monitoring,
and defibrillation and
other medical equip-
ment.

I am always conscious
of my patients’ need for
privacy and re-cover
them after I have examined
them. Hospitals do provide
robes for patients that will cover
their backsides.

I encourage all hospital pa-
tients to request a robe besides
the hospital gown they receive
upon admission.

— Khrysten, Port Edwards, Wis.
Dear Khrysten: I’m sure many

readers will be interested to
know that such garments are
available upon request. Read

on:

Dear Abby: Some

years back, I was in a
hospital that offered a
unique hospital gown.
It was extremely large
and had three sleeves.
The patient put the left
sleeve over the left
arm, the right sleeve
over the right arm, and
then the gown was
passed around the
back, and the third
sleeve placed over the
left arm again. I re-

member my entire body was

covered and I was very comfort-

able. I wish I could recall the

name of that hospital.

— H.E. in Florida

Dear H.E.: It’s nice to know

that such a garment exists, but

how practical can it be for exam-
inations or other emergency

procedures?

Dear Abby: Five years ago, I

had the same complaint as “Of-
fended.” I am 6 feet tall and
weigh 225 pounds. For years I
complained to the doctors about
the fact that the gowns were so
short. Finally, I went to the
fabric store and bought two
yards of fabric and a pattern for
a wrap-around sundress. The
total cost was $12.95. I made it
long — about 8 inches below my
knee — and carried it with me
in a tote bag.

— Marce in Houston

Dear Marce: That’s a practi-
cal solution for a person who’s
handy with a needle — the sew-
ing kind, that is.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

Little privacy in hospital gowns

Move stressful, but give it a chance

Dear Abby
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AFN TV & Radio
Tuesday

AFN-Atlantic and Radio, 3 a.m.—NFL: Phila-
delphia at St. Louis.

AFN-Sports, 3 a.m.—Figure skating: GP of
Figure Skating Final (dld).

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—NBA: New York at Or-
lando (dld).

AFN-Pacific, 11 a.m.—NFL: Philadelphia at
St. Louis (dld).

AFN-Sports, 1 p.m.—College football:
Motor City Bowl, Toledo vs. Connecticut
(dld).

AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.—NFL: Philadelphia at
St. Louis (dld).

Wednesday
AFN-Sports, 12:30 a.m.—College football:

Independence Bowl, Iowa St. vs. Miami
(Ohio).

AFN-Atlantic, 1 a.m.—College basketball:
Oklahoma vs. Tulsa.

AFN-Atlantic, 3 a.m.—College basketball:
Oklahoma St. vs. Gonzaga.

AFN-Sports and Radio, 3:45 a.m.—College
football: Insight Bowl, Oregon St. vs. Notre
Dame.

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—College basketball:
Oklahoma vs. Tulsa (dld).

AFN-Sports, 11 a.m.—College basketball:
Oklahoma St. vs. Gonzaga (dld).

AFN-Sports, 2 and 7 p.m.—College football:
Insight Bowl, Oregon St. vs. Notre Dame
(both dld).

AFN-Sports, 10:30 p.m.—College football:
Houston Bowl, Colorado vs. Texas-El Paso.

All Times Central European Time; dld indi-
cates delayed broadcast. All listings are sub-
ject to change. Visit www.myafn.net for
more information.

College football
Bowl glance

Tuesday, Dec. 14
New Orleans Bowl
Payout: $750,000

Southern Mississippi 31, North Texas 10
Tuesday, Dec. 21

Champs Sports Bowl
At Orlando, Fla.

Payout: $850,000
Georgia Tech 51, Syracuse 14

Wednesday, Dec. 22
GMAC Bowl
Mobile, Ala.

Payout: $750,000
Bowling Green 52, Memphis 35

Thursday, Dec. 23
Fort Worth (Texas) Bowl

Payout: $750,000
Cincinnati 32, Marshall 14

Las Vegas Bowl
Payout: $575,000

Wyoming 24, UCLA 21
Friday, Dec. 24
Hawaii Bowl
At Honolulu

Payout: $750,000
Hawaii 59, UAB 40

Monday, Dec. 27
MPC Computers Bowl

At Boise, Idaho
Payout: $750,000

Fresno State (8-3) vs. Virginia (8-3)
Motor City Bowl

At Detroit
Payout: $750,000

Toledo (9-3) vs. Connecticut (7-4)
Tuesday, Dec. 28

Independence Bowl
At Shreveport, La.

Payout: $1.2 million
Iowa State (6-5) vs. Miami (Ohio) (8-4)

Insight Bowl
At Phoenix

Payout: $750,000
Oregon State (6-5) vs. Notre Dame (6-5)

Wednesday, Dec. 29
Houston Bowl

Payout: $1.1 million
Texas-El Paso (8-3) vs. Colorado (7-5)

Alamo Bowl
At San Antonio

Payout: $1.55 million
Ohio State (7-4) vs. Oklahoma State (7-4)

Thursday, Dec. 30
Continental Tire Bowl

At Charlotte, N.C.
Payout: $750,000

Boston College (8-3) vs. North Carolina
(6-5)

Emerald Bowl
At San Francisco
Payout: $750,000

New Mexico (7-4) vs. Navy (9-2)
Holiday Bowl
At San Diego

Payout: $2 million
California (10-1) vs. Texas Tech (7-4)

Silicon Valley Classic
At San Jose, Calif.
Payout: $750,000

Troy (7-4) vs. Northern Illinois (8-3)
Friday, Dec. 31

Music City Bowl
At Nashville, Tenn.
Payout: $780,000

Alabama (6-5) vs. Minnesota (6-5)
Sun Bowl

At El Paso, Texas
Payout: $1.5 million

Purdue (7-4) vs. Arizona State (8-3)
Liberty Bowl

At Memphis, Tenn.
Payout: $1.35 million

Boise State (11-0) vs. Louisville (10-1)
Peach Bowl
At Atlanta

Payout: $2.2 million
Miami (8-3) vs. Florida (7-4)

Saturday, Jan. 1
Cotton Bowl

At Dallas
Payout: $3 million

Tennessee (9-3) vs. Texas A&M (7-4)
Outback Bowl
At Tampa, Fla.

Payout: $2.75 million
Wisconsin (9-2) vs. Georgia (9-2)

Gator Bowl
At Jacksonville, Fla.
Payout: $1.6 million

Florida State (8-3) vs. West Virginia (8-3)
Capital One Bowl
At Orlando, Fla.

Payout: $5.187 million
Iowa (9-2) vs. LSU (9-2)

Rose Bowl
At Pasadena, Calif.

Payout: $14.5 million
Michigan (9-2) vs. Texas (10-1)

Fiesta Bowl
At Tempe, Ariz.

Payout: $11-14 million
Utah (11-0) vs. Pittsburgh (8-3)

Monday, Jan. 3
Sugar Bowl

At New Orleans
Payout: $11-14 million

Auburn (12-0) vs. Virginia Tech (10-2)
Tuesday, Jan. 4

Orange Bowl
At Miami

Payout: $11-14 million
Southern Cal (12-0) vs. Oklahoma (12-0)

Saturday, Jan. 15
Gridiron Classic

At The Villages, Fla.
North vs. South

East-West Shrine Classic
At San Francisco

East vs. West
Saturday, Jan. 22

Hula Bowl
At Maui, Hawaii

Aina vs. Kai 7
Saturday, Jan. 29

Senior Bowl
At Mobile, Ala.

North vs. South

Pro baseball
Remaining free agents

NEW YORK — The 105 remaining free
agents (a-rejected arbitration and may nego-
tiate with former team through Jan. 8):

AMERICAN LEAGUE
ANAHEIM (2) — Shane Halter, 3b; Aaron

Sele, rhp.
BALTIMORE (4) — Marty Cordova, dh;

Omar Daal, lhp; Buddy Groom, lhp; David
Segui, dh.

BOSTON (10) — Terry Adams, rhp; a-Pedro
Astacio, rhp; Ellis Burks, dh; Ricky Gutierrez,
2b; Curtis Leskanic, rhp; a-Derek Lowe, rhp;
a-Dave McCarty, 1b; Ramiro Mendoza, rhp;
a-Pokey Reese, 2b; Scott Williamson, rhp.

CHICAGO (2) — Roberto Alomar, 2b; Mag-
glio Ordonez, of.

CLEVELAND (1) — Rick White, rhp.
DETROIT (1) — Alan Levine, rhp.
KANSAS CITY (2) — Juan Gonzalez, of; Desi

Relaford, 3b.
NEW YORK (8) — Miguel Cairo, 2b; Tony

Clark, 1b; Travis Lee, 1b; Esteban Loaiza,
rhp; C.J. Nitkowski, lhp; John Olerud, 1b;
a-Ruben Sierra, dh; Enrique Wilson, 2b.

OAKLAND (3) — Chris Hammond, lhp; Jim
Mecir, rhp; Mark McLemore, 2b.

SEATTLE (1) — Edgar Martinez, dh.
TAMPA BAY (4) — Brook Fordyce, c; Tino

Martinez, 1b; Todd Ritchie, rhp; Rey
Sanchez, 2b.

TEXAS (8) — Andy Fox, 3b; Brad Fullmer,
dh; Rusty Greer, of; Brian Jordan, of; Jeff Nel-
son, rhp; Herbert Perry, dh; Jay Powell, rhp;
Jeff Zimmerman, rhp.

TORONTO (5) — Dave Berg, of; Valerio De
Los Santos, lhp; Carlos Delgado, 1b; Pat Hent-
gen, rhp; a-Gregg Zaun, c.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
ARIZONA (6) — Carlos Baerga, 1b; Danny

Bautista, of; Mike Fetters, rhp; Shane Rey-
nolds, rhp; Scott Service, rhp; Steve Sparks,
rhp.

ATLANTA (1) — a-Jaret Wright, rhp.
CHICAGO (7) — Moises Alou, of; Paul Bako,

c; Tom Goodwin, of; Ben Grieve, of; Mark
Grudzielanek, 2b; a-Todd Hollandsworth, of;
Ramon Martinez, ss.

CINCINNATI (4) — Darren Bragg, of; Barry
Larkin, ss; Todd Van Poppel, rhp; Gabe
White, lhp.

COLORADO (3) — Jeromy Burnitz, of;
Shawn Estes, lhp; Steve Reed, rhp.

FLORIDA (4) — Chad Fox, rhp; Josias Man-
zanillo, rhp; Mike Mordecai, 3b; a-Ismael Val-
dez, rhp.

HOUSTON (3) — a-Carlos Beltran, of; Dan
Miceli, rhp; Darren Oliver, lhp.

LOS ANGELES (7) — Elmer Dessens, rhp;
Todd Hundley, c; a-Brent Mayne, c; Hideo
Nomo, rhp; a-Odalis Perez, lhp; Paul Shuey,
rhp; Robin Ventura, 1b.

MONTREAL (1) — Tony Batista, 3b.
NEW YORK (4) — Ricky Bottalico, rhp; John

Franco, lhp; Mo Vaughn, 1b; Todd Zeile, 1b.
PHILADELPHIA (4) — a-Doug Glanville, of;

Roberto Hernandez, rhp; Kevin Millwood,
rhp; Eric Milton, lhp.

PITTSBURGH (1) — Brian Boehringer, rhp.
ST. LOUIS (1) — Ray Lankford, of.
SAN DIEGO (6) — Andy Ashby, rhp; Rich Au-

rilia, ss; Robert Fick, dh; Alex Gonzalez, ss;
Dave Hansen, 1b; Antonio Osuna, rhp.

SAN FRANCISCO (2) — Dave Burba, rhp;
Robb Nen, rhp.

Free-agent signings
NEW YORK — The 102 free agents who

have signed, with name, position, former
club if different, and contract. The contract
information was obtained by The Associat-
ed Press from player and management
sources:

AMERICAN LEAGUE
ANAHEIM (4) — Signed Steve Finley, of, Los

Angeles, to a $14 million, two-year contract;
signed Esteban Yan, rhp, Detroit, to a $2.25
million, two-year contract; signed Paul Byrd,
rhp, Atlanta, to a $4.5 million, one-year con-
tract; signed Orlando Cabrera, ss, Boston, to
a $32 million, four-year contract.

BALTIMORE (3) — Re-signed B.J. Surhoff,
of, to a $1.1 million, one-year contract;
signed Chris Gomez, ss, Toronto, to a minor
league contract ($825,000); signed Steve
Kline, lhp, St. Louis, to a $5.5 million,
two-year contract.

BOSTON (7) — Re-signed Doug Mirabelli, c,
to a $3 million, two-year contract; signed
Matt Mantei, rhp, Arizona, to a $750,000,
one-year contract; signed David Wells, lhp,
San Diego, to an $8 million, two-year con-
tract; signed John Halama, lhp, Tampa Bay,
to a $1 million, one-year contract; signed
Edgar Renteria, ss, St. Louis, to a $40 million,
four-year contract; signed Matt Clement,
rhp, Chicago Cubs, to a $25.5 million,
three-year contract; re-signed Jason
Varitek, c, to a $40 million, four-year con-
tract.

CHICAGO (3) — Signed Dustin Hermanson,
rhp, San Francisco, to a $5.5 million,
two-year contract; signed Jermaine Dye, of,
Oakland, to a $10.15 million, two-year con-
tract; signed Orlando Hernandez, rhp, New
York Yankees, to an $8 million, two-year con-
tract.

CLEVELAND (2) — Re-signed Bob Wick-
man, rhp, to a $2.75 million, one-year con-
tract; signed Jose Hernandez, 2b, Los Ange-
les, to a $1.8 million, one-year contract.

DETROIT (1) — Signed Troy Percival, rhp,
Anaheim, to a $12 million, two-year con-
tract.

KANSAS CITY (2) — Re-signed Kevin Appi-
er, rhp, to a minor league contract
($500,000); signed Jose Lima, rhp, Los Ange-
les, to a one-year contract.

MINNESOTA (4) — Signed Juan Castro, 3b,
Cincinnati, to a $2.05 million, two-year con-
tract; signed Mike Redmond, c, Florida, to a
$1.8 million, two-year contract; re-signed
Brad Radke, rhp, to an $18 million, two-year
contract; re-signed Terry Mulholland, lhp, to
a minor league contract ($750,000).

NEW YORK (3) — Re-signed John Flaherty,
c, to an $800,000, one-year contract; signed
Tony Womack, 2b, St. Louis, to a $4 million,
two-year contract; signed Carl Pavano, rhp,
Florida, to a $39.95 million, four-year con-
tract.

SEATTLE (4) — Re-signed Dan Wilson, c, to
a $1.75 million, one-year contract; signed
Richie Sexson, 1b, Arizona, to a $50 million,
four-year contract; signed Adrian Beltre, 3b,
Los Angeles, to a $64 million, five-year con-
tract; announced Ron Villone, lhp, accepted
salary arbitration.

TEXAS (7) — Re-signed Doug Brocail, rhp,
to a $1 million, one-year contract; signed
Sandy Alomar Jr., c, Chicago White Sox, to a
$550,000, one-year contract; re-signed
Manny Alexander, 2b, to a minor league con-
tract ($385,000); re-signed John Wasdin, rhp,
to a minor league contract ($555,000);
signed Richard Hidalgo, of, New York Mets,
to a $5 million, one-year contract; signed
Greg Colbrunn, 1b, Arizona, to a minor
league contract ($650,000); re-signed David
Dellucci, of, to a $1.8 million, two-year con-
tract.

TORONTO (2) — Re-signed Greg Myers, c,
to a minor league contract ($700,000);
signed Corey Koskie, 3b, Minnesota, to a $17
million, three-year contract.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
ARIZONA (6) — Re-signed Quinton Mc-

Cracken, of, to a minor league contract
($750,000); signed Troy Glaus, 3b, Anaheim,
to a $45 million, four-year contract; signed
Russ Ortiz, rhp, Atlanta, to a $33 million,
two-year contract; signed Kelly Stinnett, c,
Kansas City, to a minor league contract;
signed Royce Clayton, ss, Colorado, to a
$1.35 million, one-year contract; signed
Craig Counsell, ss, Milwaukee, to a $3.1 mil-
lion, two-year contract.

ATLANTA (1) — Re-signed Julio Franco, 1b,
Atlanta, to a $1 million, one-year contract.

CHICAGO (4) — Re-signed Glendon Rusch,
lhp, to a $4 million, two-year contract;
re-signed Nomar Garciaparra, ss, to an $8
million, one-year contract; re-signed Todd
Walker, 2b, to a $2.5 million, one-year con-
tract; signed Henry Blanco, c, Minnesota, to
a $2.7 milion, two-year contract.

CINCINNATI (4) — Re-signed Paul Wilson,
rhp, to an $8.2 million, two-year contract;
signed David Weathers, rhp, Florida, to a
$1.35 million, one-year contract; signed Kent
Mercker, lhp, Chicago Cubs, to a $2.6 million,
two-year contract; signed Joe Randa, 3b, to
a $2.15 million, one-year contract.

COLORADO (2) — Re-signed Todd Greene,
c, to a $750,000, one-year contract; re-signed
Jamey Wright, rhp, to a $550,000, one-year
contract.

FLORIDA (5) — Re-signed Damion Easley,
2b, to a $750,000, one-year contract;
re-signed Lenny Harris, to a minor league
contract ($425,000); signed Al Leiter, lhp,
New York Mets, to an $8 million, one-year
contract; signed Todd Jones, rhp, Philadel-
phia, to a $1.1 million, one-year contract;
signed Antonio Alfonseca, rhp, Atlanta, to a
$300,000, one-year contract.

HOUSTON (4) — Re-signed Jose Vizcaino,
ss, to a $1.25 million, one-year contract;
re-signed Orlando Palmeiro, of, to an
$800,000, one-year contract; re-signed Russ
Springer, rhp, to a minor league contract
($550,000); announced Roger Clemens, rhp,
accepted salary arbitration.

LOS ANGELES (5) — Signed Ricky Ledee, of,
San Francisco, to a $2.5 million, two-year
contract; signed Jeff Kent, 2b, Houston, to a
$17 million, two-year contract; re-signed Wil-
son Alvarez, lhp, to a $4 million, two-year
contract; signed Jose Valentin, 3b, Chicago
White Sox, to a $3.5 million, one-year con-
tract; signed J.D. Drew, of, Atlanta, to a $55
million, five-year contract.

MILWAUKEE (1) — Signed Damian Miller, c,
Oakland, to an $8.75 million, three-year con-
tract.

MONTREAL (3) — Signed Cristian Guzman,
ss, Minnesota, to a $16.8 million, four-year
contract; signed Vinny Castilla, 3b, Colo-
rado, to a $6.2 million, two-year contract;
signed Wil Cordero, of, Florida, to a $600,000,
one-year contract.

NEW YORK (4) — Re-signed Kris Benson,
rhp, to a $22.5 million, three-year contract;
re-signed Mike DeJean, rhp, to a $1.15 mil-
lion, one-year contract; signed Pedro Martin-
ez, rhp, Boston, to a $53 million, four-year
contract; signed Andres Galarraga, 1b, Ana-
heim, to a minor league contract ($600,000).

PHILADELPHIA (5) — Re-signed Cory Lidle,
rhp, to a $6.3 million, two-year contract;
signed Todd Pratt, c, to a $750,000, one-year
contract; re-signed Rheal Cormier, lhp, to a
$5.25 million, two-year contract; signed Jon
Lieber, rhp, New York Yankees, to a $21 mil-
lion, three-year contract; announced Placi-
do Polanco, 2b, accepted salary arbitration.

ST. LOUIS (5) — Re-signed Cal Eldred, rhp,
to a $600,000, one-year contract; re-signed
John Mabry, of, to a $725,000, one-year con-
tract; re-signed Matt Morris, rhp, to a $2.5
million, one-year contract; signed Einar
Diaz, c, Montreal, to a $600,000, one-year con-
tract; signed Mike Myers, lhp, Boston, to a
$600,000, one-year contract.

SAN DIEGO (5) — Signed Rudy Seanez, rhp,
Florida, to a $550,000, one-year contract;
signed Dennys Reyes, lhp, Kansas City, to a
$550,000, one-year contract; signed Woody
Williams, rhp, St. Louis, to a $3.5 million,
one-year contract; signed Eric Young, of,
Texas, to a $1 million, one-year contract;
signed Mark Sweeney, of, Colorado, to a
$575,000, one-year contract.

SAN FRANCISCO (5) — Signed Omar
Vizquel, ss, Cleveland, to a $12.25 million,
three-year contract; signed Armando Beni-
tez, rhp, Florida, to a $21.5 million,
three-year contract; signed Mike Matheny,
c, St. Louis, to a $10.5 million, three-year con-
tract; signed Jeff Fassero, lhp, Arizona, to a
minor league contract; re-signed Jason
Christianson, lhp, to a $1.15 million,
one-year contract.

JAPANESE CENTRAL LEAGUE
YOMIURI (1) — Signed Gabe Kapler, of, Bos-

ton, to a one-year contract

College basketball
Men’s AP Top 25 fared

Week of Dec. 19-25
1. Illinois (11-0) beat Missouri 70-64.
2. Kansas (8-0) beat Wisconsin-Milwaukee

73-62.
3. Oklahoma State (9-0) beat Northwest-

ern Oklahoma 92-35.
4. North Carolina (9-1) beat Vermont 93-65.
5. Wake Forest (10-1) beat New Mexico

81-64.
6. Duke (8-0) did not play.
7. Syracuse (11-1) beat Cornell 82-69; beat

Rice 88-72.
8. Kentucky (8-1) beat William & Mary

92-47.
9. Georgia Tech (8-1) beat Charleston

Southern 90-48.
10. Pittsburgh (9-0) beat Richmond 69-60.
11. Connecticut (6-1) beat Central Connect-

icut State 87-59.
12. Washington (10-1) beat Sacred Heart

114-53; beat Houston 110-63.
13. Gonzaga (9-1) beat Eastern Washing-

ton 83-70.
14. Arizona (8-2) beat Manhattan 105-75.
15. Texas (8-2) beat Centenary 97-52.
16. North Carolina State (9-1) beat

Brigham Young 72-61.
17. Iowa (10-1) beat Texas Tech 83-53.
18. Louisville (8-2) beat Indiana-Purdue-In-

dianapolis 80-60; beat Austin Peay 77-49.
19. Alabama (10-1) beat Texas A&M-Cor-

pus Christi 76-54.
20. George Washington (8-1) beat Florida

International 81-71.
21. Mississippi State (11-2) beat Florida

A&M 104-80; beat Jacksonville State 95-53.

22. Cincinnati (9-0) beat Jackson State
95-43; beat La Salle 84-63.

23. Michigan State (7-2) beat UCLA 76-64.
24. Maryland (7-2) beat American 82-61.
25. Virginia (8-1) beat Loyola Marymount

79-77, OT.

Women’s AP Top 25 fared
Week of Dec. 19-25

1. LSU (11-0) beat UC Santa Barbara 72-52.
2. Stanford (8-1) lost to No. 9 Tennessee

70-67.
3. Duke (11-1) beat Ball State 81-31.
4. Texas (6-2) beat Texas-Arlington 69-24.
5. Baylor (9-1) did not play.
6. North Carolina (9-1) did not play.
7. Notre Dame (10-1) did not play.
8. Connecticut (5-2) lost to Arizona State

61-50; beat Colorado State 63-44.
9. Tennessee (8-2) beat No. 2 Stanford

70-67.
10. Ohio State (11-1) beat No. 20 UCLA

83-60.
11. Michigan State (10-1) beat Vermont

85-57.
12. Texas Tech (7-2) beat Penn State 79-65.
13. Minnesota (9-2) beat Drake 74-57.
14. Boston College (8-1) defeated Saint Jo-

seph’s 65-41.
15. Georgia (9-3) beat Marist 79-62.
16. Vanderbilt (9-1) beat BYU 86-47; beat

Pepperdine 78-46.
17. Maryland (8-1) beat Coppin State 83-51.
18. Iowa (10-0) beat Western Illinois 76-69.
19. DePaul (8-2) beat St. Peter’s 86-61.
20. UCLA (6-3) lost to No. 10 Ohio State

83-60.
21. Purdue (6-3) did not play.
22. Houston (9-2) lost to Long Beach State

54-52.
23. Kansas State (6-2) did not play.
24. Rutgers (6-2) did not play.
25. Utah (8-3) lost to Oklahoma 72-54.

Hockey
World Junior Championships

Group A
Team GP W D L GF GA Pts
Czech Republic 1 1 0 0 7 2 2
Switzerland 1 1 0 0 5 0 2
United States 1 1 0 0 5 4 2
Russia 1 0 0 1 4 5 0
Belarus 2 0 0 2 2 12 0

Group B
Canada 1 1 0 0 7 3 2
Finland 1 1 0 0 4 1 2
Sweden 1 1 0 0 6 0 2
Slovakia 1 0 0 1 3 7 0
Germany 2 0 0 2 1 10 0

Saturday, Dec. 25
At Grand Forks, N.D.

Canada 7, Slovakia 3
United States 5, Russia 4

At Thief River Falls, Minn.
Czech Republic 7, Belarus 2
Finland 4, Germany 1

Sunday, Dec. 26
At Grand Forks, N.D.

Switzerland 5, Belarus 0
At Thief River Falls, Minn.

Sweden 6, Germany 0
Monday, Dec. 27

At Grand Forks, N.D.
Canada vs. Sweden
United States vs. Switzerland

At Thief River Falls, Minn.
Czech Republic vs. Russia
Finland vs. Slovakia

Tuesday, Dec. 28
At Grand Forks, N.D.

Germany vs. Canada
At Thief River Falls, Minn.

Russia vs. Belarus
Wednesday, Dec. 29
At Grand Forks, N.D.

Czech Republic vs. Switzerland
Belarus vs. United States

At Thief River Falls, Minn.
Finland vs. Sweden
Slovakia vs. Germany

Thursday, Dec. 30
At Grand Forks, N.D.

Canada vs. Finland
United States vs. Czech Republic

At Thief River Falls, Minn.
Switzerland vs. Russia
Sweden vs. Slovakia

Saturday, Jan. 1
At Grand Forks, N.D.

Relegation
Group A fourth-place vs. Group B

fifth-place
Quarterfinal 1

Group A runner-up vs. Group B third-place
Quarterfinal 2

Group B runner-up vs. Group A third-place

Deals
Weekend transactions

BASEBALL
American League

KANSAS CITY ROYALS—Agreed to terms
with RHP Jose Lima on a one-year contract.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS—Placed F-C Scott
Williams on the injured list. Activated F-C
Robert Traylor from the injured list.

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS—Placed G Luis
Flores on the injured list. Activated G Derek
Fisher from the injured list.

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS—Signed G Kirk
Penney.

NEW YORK KNICKS—Placed G Jamal Craw-
ford on the injured list. Activated G Jamison
Brewer from the injured list.

WASHINGTON WIZARDS—Placed G Laron
Profit on the injured list. Activated G Steve
Blake from the injured list.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

MIAMI DOLPHINS—Named Nick Saban
coach and agreed to terms on a five-year
contract.

NEW YORK GIANTS—Placed DT Norman
Hand on injured reserve. Signed OL Morgan
Pears from the practice squad.

COLLEGE
TULSA—Announced the resignation of

John Phillips, men’s basketball coach.
Named Alvin Williamson men’s interim bas-
ketball coach.

SCOREBOARD

TANK MCNAMARA
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The Associated Press

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — Car-
los Beltran was impressed by
George Steinbrenner after meet-
ing with the New York Yankees
owner earlier in the week, and
told a newspaper in Puerto Rico
that he would not be intimidated
by playing in New York.

The free-agent All-Star center
fielder who led the Houston As-
tros within one victory of their

first World Se-
ries berth,
talked with
Steinbrenner in
Tampa, Fla., on
Tuesday.

“The meeting
with Steinbrenner was very
good,” Beltran said in a story pub-
lished in Friday’s edition of Prim-
era Hora newspaper.

“He is a professional person,
super-educated. I’ve let them
know my interest, and they have
interest, too, about me joining
their team.”

The Yankees — and Astros —
clearly will have some competi-
tion in the race for the prized out-
fielder. Beltran said the New
York Mets, Detroit Tigers and
Chicago Cubs have also shown in-
terest.

“The Mets have been very ag-
gressive,” he said. “So far, they
haven’t made any offers. I think
we’ll have a meeting very soon to
talk personally.”

No meeting with the Mets is
scheduled, but one will probably
take place the week of Jan. 3.

Beltran thinks he would be pre-
pared to play in a high-profile
baseball environment, such as
New York.

“In all the places, when you do
something good, the people ap-
plaud you. When you do some-
thing bad, they boo you,” he said.

“That happens in all the big
league parks.”

The All-Star outfielder batted
.417 in the NL championship se-
ries for the Astros with four home
runs, five RBIs and four stolen
bases after hitting .455 with four
homers and nine RBIs in the divi-
sion series. If Houston doesn’t
reach an agreement by Jan. 8, the
Astros would be ineligible to
re-sign him until May 1.

Orioles’ Ponson detained

ORANJESTAD, Aruba — Balti-
more pitcher Sidney Ponson has
been detained on suspicion of as-
saulting a judge at a beach on
Christmas, police said Sunday.

Ponson, who was born in
Aruba, was expected to be ar-
raigned Monday on assault and
battery charges, police spokes-
man Edwin Comenencia said.

Ponson’s lawyer, Chris Lejuez,
didn’t return calls seeking com-
ment.

On Saturday at a beach in Boca
Catalina, several people confront-
ed Ponson, accusing him of ha-
rassing them with his personal
watercraft and operating it reck-
lessly, police said.

The 28-year-old right-hander al-
legedly struck one of the men in
the group several times, police
said. The man was later identified
as a judge, Comenencia said.

The judge was hospitalized but
his condition was not known, au-
thorities said. Ponson left the
scene but police detained him
late Saturday, police said. He was
being held at a jail in the commu-
nity of San Nicolas.

Ponson went 11-15 with a 5.30
ERA in 33 starts last season. He
has a 69-80 career record in
seven seasons with a 4.67 ERA
and 802 strikeouts.

In 2003, he was decorated in
his homeland as a Knight in the
Order of the Dutch Royal House.

Millwood, Tribe near deal?

CLEVELAND — Free agent
right-hander Kevin Millwood is
working toward agreement on a
one-year contract with the Cleve-
land Indians, baseball sources
told the Associated Press on Sun-
day night.

Millwood was to arrive in Cleve-
land on Monday for a physical,
the sources said on condition of
anonymity.

There were still several details
to work through before a contract
can be finalized. “This is still a
50-50 proposition, at best,” one of
the sources said.

The sides are still negotiating
the eventual structure of the con-
tract, which is believed to be
around $7 million.

Millwood, 30, went 9-6 with a
4.86 ERA in 25 starts for Philadel-
phia last season. However, he

made only two starts in Septem-
ber after spraining a ligament
and tendon in his pitching elbow.
Millwood’s injury appears to be
the main reason why teams have
not pursued the eight-year veter-
an more aggressively this winter.

Perez, Mets to meet

SANTO DOMINGO, Domini-
can Republic — Free-agent pitch-
er Odalis Perez will meet with
New York Mets general manager
Omar Minaya later this week, the
lefty said Monday.

Perez said they’ll get together
here Tuesday or Wednesday.

“My agent, Fernando Cuza, in-
formed me that Minaya is coming
to the Dominican Republic to talk
to me personally. After that con-
versation, I will have a more clear
picture about my immediate fu-
ture in the major leagues,” Perez
told The Associated Press.

Perez, 27, was 7-6 with a 3.25
ERA in 31 starts for Los Angeles
last season. He is 45-43 with a
4.00 ERA in six season with the
Atlanta Braves and Los Angeles.

Ex-Blue Jay Ault dies at 54

TORONTO — Doug Ault, who
hit two home runs in the first
game in Toronto Blue Jays histo-
ry in 1977, has died at 54.

He died at his home in Tarpon
Springs, Fla., a few miles from
the Blue Jays’ spring training
quarters in Dunedin, the team
said Monday. The club provided
no further details about his death.

With a snow storm in Toronto
and a cold wind blowing off Lake
Ontario, Ault homered twice off
Chicago’s Ken Brett in the Blue
Jays’ 9-4 victory over the White
Sox on April 7, 1977.

Ault, a first baseman, hit 17
homers during his four years in
the majors. His career average
was .236 in 256 games.

Sidney Ponson

Beltran, Steinbrenner have a chatSwiss defeat
Belarus 5-0
in Jr. hockey

The Associated Press

GRAND FORKS, N.D. — Kevin
Romy scored twice and Michael
Tobler made 19 saves to help Swit-
zerland defeat Belarus 5-0 on Sun-
day in its opening game of the
World Junior Hockey Champion-
ship.

Tobler made four difficult
saves in the first five minutes as
Belarus controlled play, but Swit-
zerland took a 1-0 lead in the first
period on Roman Wick’s wrap-
around goal.

“Getting the lead was very im-
portant because they (Belarus)
had already played a game and
you usually have the most difficul-
ty in your first game,” Switzer-
land coach Jakob Kolliker said.
“Our goalie had good positioning
and he stayed cool.”

In the second period, Romy
scored a short-handed goal, and
Victor Stancescu and Marco
Kaser also scored to give Switzer-
land a 4-0 lead.

Romy’s second goal was the
only score of the third period.

Stepan Goryachevskikh made
32 saves for Belarus (0-2).

“We would never think that we
could have such a bad game,” Be-
larus assistant coach Aliaksei
Shcheblanow said.

Switzerland plays the United
States (1-0) on Monday.

Linus Persson and Johannes
Salmonsson scored two goals
each as Sweden opened the tour-
nament with a 6-0 win over Ger-
many in Thief River Falls, Minn.

Carl Soderberg and Elias
Granat also scored, and Christo-
pher Heino-Lindberg made 25
saves for Sweden. Thomas Greiss
made 31 saves for Germany (0-2).

Texas plans to boost Brown’s salary
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — With Texas
preparing for its first Rose Bowl
appearance, university officials
are working up a new contract
with a raise for coach Mack
Brown.

“We like what we’ve got,”
Texas athletic director DeLoss
Dodds told the Associated Press
on Monday. “He’s done a wonder-
ful job with the program.”

Dodds said details would be an-
nounced later in the week but
Brown would get a raise on a sala-
ry that currently pays him slight-
ly more than $2 million per year.
He is one of the highest-paid
coaches in college football.
Brown’s assistants also could get
raises.

Texas (10-1) has won at least 10
games each of the last four sea-
sons.

Armstrong chosen AP Male
Athlete of the Year

AUSTIN, Texas — Already rec-
ognized as one of the truly inspir-
ing athletes of his generation for
his comeback against cancer,
Lance Armstrong took his cycling
legacy a step further when he
won a record-breaking sixth con-
secutive Tour de France in July.

And for his accomplishment,
he was selected Monday as The
Associated Press Male Athlete of
the Year for the third straight
year.

Armstrong and Michael Jordan
(1991-93) are the only athletes se-
lected by sports writers and
broadcasters three straight times
since the honor was first awarded
in 1931.

Indianapolis Colts quarterback
Peyton Manning was second in
the voting.

Miller, Rahlves 2-3

BORMIO, Italy — Overall
World Cup leader Bode Miller
and U.S. teammate Daron Rahl-
ves finished second and third
Monday during downhill training
on a course that will host the
world championships.

Olympic gold medalist Fritz
Strobl of Austria was fastest in
the first training session for
Wednesday’s World Cup race. He
covered the 1.8-mile Stelvio lay-
out, which was softened by recent
snow, in 1 minute, 53.22 seconds.
Miller was 1.19 seconds behind
and Rahlves was 1.23 back.

Miller holds an 858-546 points
lead on Austria’s Benjamin Raich
in the overall standings. He also
leads the downhill rankings and
is aiming for his third downhill
victory this season. Austria’s Her-
mann Maier, third overall, was
21st Monday and Raich was 35th.

The worlds will be held at Bor-
mio — and nearby Santa Caterina
for the women’s events — from
Jan. 28 to Feb. 13.

Ex-Pats TE Coates hired

SALISBURY, N.C. — Ben
Coates, a Pro Bowl tight end with
the New England Patriots, has
been hired as football coach at his
alma mater, tiny Livingstone Col-
lege in North Carolina.

Coates played in two Super
Bowls in his NFL career — losing
with the Patriots in 1996 and win-
ning with Baltimore in 2001.

He succeeds George Johnson
Jr., who went 8-22 in three sea-
sons, including 2-8 in 2004.
Coates had been an assistant at
Livingstone, a historically black
college in Salisbury, N.C., since
2001.

Coates had coaching intern-
ships with the Dallas Cowboys
and the Frankfurt Galaxy of NFL
Europe.
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The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Steve Nash is fitting in
perfectly with his new Phoenix team-
mates.

Nash became the first NBA player to as-
sist on 10 or more baskets in 11 consecu-
tive victories, finishing with 13 in the Suns’
106-94 victory over Toronto on Sunday
night. Nash broke the mark of 10 games,
set twice by Magic Johnson in the 1986-87
season.

“It is kind of embarrassing in a way,”
said Nash, who scored 18 points. “He’s one
of the greatest players ever to play the
game, and to be mentioned with him is a
big thrill and honor. But in no stretch am I
Magic.”

Nash, who left Dallas during the offsea-
son to sign with the Suns, had three assists
and Amare Stoudemire scored six of his 33
points during a 12-0 fourth-quarter run
after the Raptors had erased a 20-point
lead.

“We kind of took it easy for a couple of
minutes,” Stoudemire said. “We can’t do
that. But we were able to close it out.”

The Suns have won 20 of their last 21
games to improve to 24-3.

After falling behind 59-39 early in the
third, Toronto fought back with some help
from its reserves. Jalen Rose, Lamond
Murray and Matt Bonner had key baskets
to help the Raptors tie it 80-80 with 8:38
left.

“We always play hard when we get down
20,” Toronto coach Sam Mitchell said.
“You can’t keep getting down 20 points.
You’ve got to play like you’re getting em-
barrassed to start the game. For whatever
reason, we get down 20, our pride is chal-
lenged and we play hard.”

During the Suns’ latest winning streak —
they won nine in a row earlier this season
— they have scored at least 100 points in

every game, with Sun-
day’s 106 points their
lowest total during the
stretch. The last time
Phoenix won 11
straight was March

20-April 10, 1997. The 11 consecutive victo-
ries ties Miami for the longest streak this
season.

Warriors 98, Kings 94: At Sacramento,
Calif., Jason Richardson scored all 26 of
his points in the second half to lead Golden
State past Sacramento.

The Warriors snapped an 11-game los-
ing streak in Sacramento and won for only
the second time in 22 games there, dating
back to April 9, 1998.

Troy Murphy had 19 points and 13 re-
bounds for the Warriors, who had lost four
of five games and are 3-10 on the road this
season.

Cliff Robinson added 11 points and
Speedy Claxton had 10 points and nine as-
sists.

Chris Webber scored 28 points for Sacra-
mento, which experienced a horrible home-
stand by its standards, finishing 2-3. Peja
Stojakovic had 18 points, Mike Bibby 14
and Doug Christie and Maurice Evans 13
each.

The Kings scored seven straight points
in the fourth quarter to cut a 10-point defi-
cit to 91-88, but Richardson responded
with a long jumper and two free throws,
putting Golden State ahead 95-89 with 22
seconds left.

Webber made two three-pointers in the
final minute, the second one pulling the
Kings within 97-94 with 8.1 seconds left. Ri-
chardson followed with a free throw with
7.1 seconds left and the Kings missed a
three-pointer as time expired.

Cavaliers 100, Hornets 91: At Cleve-
land, LeBron James had 22 points, 14 as-

sists and nine rebounds for the Cavaliers.
Drew Gooden had 18 points and 18 re-
bounds and Jeff McInnis added 16 points
and 10 assists to help Cleveland improve to
11-2 at home.

Lee Nailon scored 18 points for New Or-
leans.

Spurs 107, Celtics 90: At San Antonio,
Tony Parker scored a season-high 27
points and Tim Duncan had 14 points and
11 rebounds for the Spurs.

Ricky Davis led Boston with 21 points on
8-for-11 shooting.

Mavericks 102, Nuggets 88: At Den-
ver, Dirk Nowitzki scored 23 of his 36
points in the second half to help Dallas
rally past Denver.

Denver was without leading scorer Car-
melo Anthony for the fourth straight game
because of a sprained ankle. Andre Miller
led the Nuggets with 18 points.

Knicks 91, Bobcats 82: At New York,
Tim Thomas scored 20 points to lead five
New York starters in double figures.
Emeka Okafor had 23 points and 15 re-
bounds for the Bobcats for his 15th straight
double-double.

Rockets 96, Clippers 79: At Houston,
Tracy McGrady and Jim Jackson each
scored 21 points to help Houston win for
the seventh time in 10 games.

Yao Ming had 20 points and 11 rebounds
for his third straight double-double and
team-high 11th of the season. Corey Mag-
gette scored 23 points for the Clippers.

Timberwolves109, Wizards 74: At Min-
neapolis, Wally Szczerbiak scored 23
points to lead Minnesota. Gilbert Arenas
scored 21 points for Washington.

Bucks 99, Bulls 92: At Milwaukee,
Michael Redd scored 20 of his season-high
39 points in the first quarter and the Bucks
snapped a five-game losing streak. Ben
Gordon had 19 points for Chicago.

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
New York 14 13 .519 —
Boston 12 14 .462 1½
Philadelphia 11 14 .440 2
New Jersey 9 16 .360 4
Toronto 10 19 .345 5

Southeast Division
Miami 22 7 .759 —
Orlando 15 10 .600 5
Washington 14 11 .560 6
Charlotte 7 16 .304 12
Atlanta 5 20 .200 15

Central Division
Cleveland 16 11 .593 —
Detroit 13 12 .520 2
Indiana 12 13 .480 3
Chicago 9 16 .360 6
Milwaukee 7 16 .304 7

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 22 6 .786 —
Dallas 18 10 .643 4
Houston 13 14 .481 8½
Memphis 12 17 .414 10½
New Orleans 2 24 .077 19

Northwest Division
Seattle 19 5 .792 —
Minnesota 16 10 .615 4
Portland 13 12 .520 6½
Denver 13 14 .481 7½
Utah 11 16 .407 9½

Pacific Division
Phoenix 24 3 .889 —
Sacramento 17 9 .654 6½
L.A. Lakers 14 12 .538 9½
L.A. Clippers 12 13 .480 11
Golden State 9 18 .333 15

Saturday’s games
Detroit 98, Indiana 93
Miami 104, L.A. Lakers 102, OT

Sunday’s games
New York 91, Charlotte 82
Milwaukee 99, Chicago 92
San Antonio 107, Boston 90
Cleveland 100, New Orleans 91
Phoenix 106, Toronto 94
Minnesota 109, Washington 74
Houston 96, L.A. Clippers 79
Dallas 102, Denver 88
Golden State 98, Sacramento 94

Monday’s games
New York at Orlando
Charlotte at Washington
New Orleans at Indiana
Atlanta at Miami
New Jersey at Detroit

L.A. Clippers at Memphis
Seattle at Utah
Philadelphia at Portland
Denver at Golden State

Tuesday’s games
Cleveland at Atlanta
Houston at Milwaukee
Phoenix at San Antonio
New Jersey at Chicago
Boston at Dallas
Philadelphia at Seattle
Toronto at L.A. Lakers

Sunday
Knicks 91, Bobcats 82

CHARLOTTE — Okafor 7-14 9-12 23, Wal-
lace 5-9 1-2 11, Brezec 7-10 2-3 16, Bogans
3-13 0-0 7, Knight 4-11 0-0 8, Kapono 2-7 0-0 4,
Hart 0-4 0-0 0, Sampson 2-4 1-3 5, Ely 1-5 0-0 2,
T.Smith 0-2 0-0 0, S.Smith 2-9 0-0 6. Totals
33-88 13-20 82.

NEW YORK — K.Thomas 5-11 0-0 10, T.Tho-
mas 7-11 5-6 20, Mohammed 8-13 0-0 16,
Houston 5-10 4-4 16, Marbury 3-11 7-7 14, Nor-
ris 1-4 0-0 2, Sweetney 2-4 2-2 6, Ariza 2-5 1-2
5, Williams 0-0 2-2 2. Totals 33-69 21-23 91.

Charlotte 28 14 18 22—82
New York 24 23 25 19—91
Three-Point Goals—Charlotte 3-13

(S.Smith 2-7, Bogans 1-4, Knight 0-1, T.Smith
0-1), New York 4-11 (Houston 2-5, T.Thomas
1-2, Marbury 1-4). Fouled out—None. Re-
bounds—Charlotte 54 (Okafor 15), New York
46 (Mohammed 9). Assists—Charlotte 14
(Hart 6), New York 19 (Marbury 6). Total
fouls—Charlotte 20, New York 18. Techni-
cals—Knight, Charlotte coach Bickerstaff.
A—19,763 (19,763).

Bucks 99, Bulls 92
CHICAGO — Davis 6-8 0-0 12, Deng 3-10

2-2 9, Curry 5-12 5-6 15, Duhon 1-4 1-1 3, Hin-
rich 6-14 3-3 18, Chandler 2-6 0-0 4, Gordon
7-16 3-4 19, Piatkowski 0-0 0-0 0, Nocioni 0-3
0-0 0, Harrington 5-5 2-2 12. Totals 35-78
16-18 92.

MILWAUKEE — Mason 5-12 3-4 13, J.Smith
9-12 3-4 21, Gadzuric 0-0 0-0 0, Redd 15-27 8-8
39, M.Williams 1-6 1-2 3, Pachulia 4-10 3-3 11,
Fizer 2-6 0-0 4, James 3-8 0-0 6, Gill 1-3 0-0 2.
Totals 40-84 18-21 99.

Chicago 24 28 21 19—92
Milwaukee 36 25 15 23—99
Three-Point Goals—Chicago 6-17 (Hinrich

3-6, Gordon 2-4, Deng 1-3, Nocioni 0-1, Duhon
0-3), Milwaukee 1-4 (Redd 1-3, Gill 0-1).
Fouled out—None. Rebounds—Chicago 43
(Chandler 8), Milwaukee 49 (J.Smith, Pa-
chulia 9). Assists—Chicago 26 (Duhon 7), Mil-
waukee 27 (James 8). Total fouls—Chicago

23, Milwaukee 19. Technicals—Chicago De-
fensive Three Second. A—15,838 (18,717).

Spurs 107, Celtics 90
BOSTON — Welsch 4-6 0-3 10, LaFrentz

4-7 0-0 10, Blount 3-7 0-0 6, Payton 5-11 0-0 10,
Pierce 5-13 5-5 16, Jefferson 2-6 0-0 4, Davis
8-11 4-5 21, Perkins 0-1 0-2 0, Banks 3-6 3-4 9,
McCarty 1-5 0-0 2, Allen 1-2 0-0 2, Reed 0-0 0-0
0. Totals 36-75 12-19 90.

SAN ANTONIO — Bowen 6-13 0-0 15, Dun-
can 6-13 2-4 14, Nesterovic 2-3 0-0 4, Ginobili
4-8 3-3 11, Parker 11-17 3-4 27, D.Brown 5-11
3-3 17, Rose 1-3 2-2 4, Udrih 0-2 1-2 1, Barry
3-5 0-0 6, Horry 4-5 0-0 8, Wilks 0-0 0-0 0. To-
tals 42-80 14-18 107.

Boston 18 25 23 24— 90
San Antonio 25 25 31 26—107
Three-Point Goals—Boston 6-14 (LaFrentz

2-2, Welsch 2-3, Pierce 1-2, Davis 1-2, Banks
0-1, McCarty 0-2, Payton 0-2), San Antonio
9-22 (D.Brown 4-5, Bowen 3-8, Parker 2-3,
Horry 0-1, Udrih 0-1, Ginobili 0-2, Barry 0-2).
Fouled out—None. Rebounds—Boston 40
(Pierce, LaFrentz, Welsch, Davis 5), San Anto-
nio 48 (Duncan 11). Assists—Boston 19
(Davis, Payton 5), San Antonio 27 (Parker 6).

Total fouls—Boston 16, San Antonio 18.
Technicals—Boston Defensive Three Sec-
ond, LaFrentz. A—17,541 (18,500).

Cavaliers 100, Hornets 91
NEW ORLEANS — Nailon 7-14 4-4 18, Freije

5-16 0-0 12, Brown 5-9 3-7 13, Dickau 3-10 4-4
11, Wesley 4-16 5-6 14, Davis 5-11 0-0 14, Ed-
wards 1-4 5-6 7, Smith 0-4 2-2 2. Totals 30-84
23-29 91.

CLEVELAND — James 7-16 8-9 22, Gooden
7-10 4-7 18, Ilgauskas 4-7 3-4 11, McInnis 5-12
3-5 16, Newble 3-6 2-2 8, Varejao 2-3 1-4 5,
Snow 2-5 0-0 5, Harris 4-8 1-1 9, Traylor 3-6
0-0 6. Totals 37-73 22-32 100.

New Orleans 22 20 29 20— 91
Cleveland 28 25 20 27—100
Three-Point Goals—New Orleans 8-17

(Davis 4-7, Freije 2-5, Wesley 1-1, Dickau 1-4),
Cleveland 4-8 (McInnis 3-5, Snow 1-1, James
0-1, Harris 0-1). Fouled out—None. Rebound-
s—New Orleans 55 (Freije 11), Cleveland 51
(Gooden 18). Assists—New Orleans 18 (Dick-
au 7), Cleveland 29 (James 14). Total
fouls—New Orleans 24, Cleveland 21. Techni-
cals—New Orleans Defensive Three Second.
A—20,562 (20,562).

Suns 106, Raptors 94
TORONTO — Peterson 2-10 1-1 5, Bosh

9-16 0-2 18, Woods 0-1 0-0 0, Alston 5-11 0-0
13, E.Williams 4-8 0-0 8, Marshall 0-3 0-0 0,

Aa.Williams 0-0 0-0 0, Palacio 2-4 0-0 4, Bon-
ner 6-10 1-1 13, Murray 5-9 0-0 14, Rose 8-12
2-4 19. Totals 41-84 4-8 94.

PHOENIX — Q.Richardson 6-18 2-2 18, Mar-
ion 7-13 0-0 18, Stoudemire 13-18 7-11 33,
Nash 7-9 1-2 18, Johnson 4-16 0-1 10, Hunter
0-1 0-0 0, Barbosa 1-5 0-0 2, Jacobsen 1-2 0-0
3, Outlaw 2-2 0-0 4. Totals 41-84 10-16 106.

Toronto 14 25 30 25— 94
Phoenix 32 24 19 31—106
Three-Point Goals—Toronto 8-20 (Murray

4-6, Alston 3-5, Rose 1-1, Marshall 0-2, E.Will-
iams 0-2, Peterson 0-4), Phoenix 14-31 (Mari-
on 4-7, Q.Richardson 4-11, Nash 3-5, Johnson
2-5, Jacobsen 1-1, Barbosa 0-2). Fouled out-
—None. Rebounds—Toronto 44 (Marshall 9),
Phoenix 52 (Marion 18). Assists—Toronto 11
(Alston 3), Phoenix 24 (Nash 13). Total
fouls—Toronto 22, Phoenix 16. Technicals—
Phoenix Defensive Three Second. A—18,422
(18,422).

T-wolves 109, Wizards 74
WASHINGTON — Jamison 4-10 0-0 8, Jef-

fries 1-4 0-0 2, Haywood 2-6 1-1 5, Hughes
6-11 1-2 13, Arenas 7-13 5-5 21, Brown 1-5 3-6
5, Hayes 3-12 0-0 7, Peeler 0-2 0-0 0, Dixon 3-8
0-0 7, Ruffin 0-1 0-0 0, Blake 2-5 0-0 4, Walker
1-1 0-0 2. Totals 30-78 10-14 74.

MINNESOTA — Szczerbiak 9-15 4-4 23, Gar-
nett 6-12 6-6 18, Olowokandi 4-7 0-0 8,
Sprewell 4-15 2-2 11, Cassell 9-11 4-4 22, Hoi-
berg 2-6 2-2 7, Johnson 0-0 0-0 0, Griffin 3-8
0-0 7, Carter 4-8 0-0 8, Madsen 0-2 3-4 3, Hud-
son 1-5 0-0 2, Hassell 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 42-90
21-22 109.

Washington 16 20 23 15— 74
Minnesota 23 24 31 31—109
Three-Point Goals—Washington 4-17 (Are-

nas 2-5, Dixon 1-4, Hayes 1-4, Hughes 0-1,
Peeler 0-1, Jamison 0-2), Minnesota 4-16
(Sprewell 1-3, Griffin 1-3, Szczerbiak 1-4, Hoi-
berg 1-5, Hudson 0-1). Fouled out—None. Re-
bounds—Washington 45 (Brown, Hughes, Jef-
fries, Jamison 6), Minnesota 56 (Garnett 12).
Assists—Washington 17 (Brown, Hughes 4),
Minnesota 30 (Garnett 8). Total fouls—Wash-
ington 18, Minnesota 18. Technicals—Cas-
sell. A—15,398 (19,006).

Rockets 96, Clippers 79
L.A. CLIPPERS — Brand 5-11 1-4 11, Sim-

mons 3-13 0-0 6, Kaman 2-3 0-0 4, Brunson 3-7
1-1 7, Maggette 7-14 8-9 23, Rebraca 0-2 0-0 0,
Chalmers 2-4 0-0 4, Moore 2-5 4-5 8, Ross 2-6
1-2 5, Wilcox 5-10 1-5 11, Penney 0-0 0-0 0. To-
tals 31-75 16-26 79.

HOUSTON — Jackson 7-13 2-2 21, Howard
5-9 1-1 11, Yao 6-16 8-10 20, Sura 0-4 0-0 0,
McGrady 8-17 4-4 21, Barry 3-6 0-1 7, Taylor
6-9 0-0 12, Mutombo 2-2 0-0 4, Gaines 0-0 0-0
0. Totals 37-76 15-18 96.

L.A. Clippers 20 20 19 20—79
Houston 31 21 19 25—96
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 1-6 (Mag-

gette 1-2, Simmons 0-1, Brunson 0-1, Chalm-
ers 0-2), Houston 7-17 (Jackson 5-11, Barry
1-2, McGrady 1-2, Sura 0-2). Fouled out—Tay-
lor. Rebounds—L.A. Clippers 46 (Maggette
7), Houston 50 (Yao 11). Assists—L.A. Clip-
pers 23 (Maggette 8), Houston 25 (McGrady
9). Total fouls—L.A. Clippers 16, Houston 19.
Technicals—Brand, L.A. Clippers coach Dun-
leavy. A—16,548 (17,982).

Mavericks 102, Nuggets 88
DALLAS — Howard 2-5 0-0 4, Nowitzki

14-25 7-8 36, Dampier 5-8 3-4 13, Finley 7-21
5-5 20, Terry 4-9 2-2 11, Daniels 5-10 2-2 12,
Bradley 0-1 0-0 0, Henderson 2-4 0-0 4, Harris
1-3 0-0 2. Totals 40-86 19-21 102.

DENVER — D.Johnson 2-7 0-0 4, Martin
7-10 1-2 15, Camby 2-9 5-6 9, Buckner 6-12 2-2
15, Miller 6-12 6-6 18, Nene 1-8 0-0 2, Russell
0-0 0-0 0, White 3-9 0-0 7, Boykins 5-14 3-3 16,
Elson 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 33-84 17-19 88.

Dallas 25 18 32 27—102
Denver 24 28 20 16— 88
Three-Point Goals—Dallas 3-15 (Terry 1-2,

Finley 1-6, Nowitzki 1-6, Daniels 0-1), Denver
5-15 (Boykins 3-6, White 1-2, Buckner 1-4,
Nene 0-1, D.Johnson 0-2). Fouled out—None.
Rebounds—Dallas 61 (Dampier 10), Denver
40 (Camby 11). Assists—Dallas 14 (Terry 4),
Denver 25 (Miller 8). Total fouls—Dallas 21,
Denver 17. Technicals—Dallas Defensive
Three Second, Nene. A—19,099 (19,099).

Warriors 98, Kings 94
GOLDEN STATE — Richardson 9-19 8-13

26, Murphy 8-12 2-2 19, Robinson 5-10 0-0 11,
Dunleavy 4-9 0-0 8, Claxton 4-11 2-2 10, Pi-
etrus 2-6 0-2 6, Fisher 4-10 2-2 10, Najera 3-6
0-0 6, Cheaney 1-2 0-0 2, Foyle 0-1 0-0 0. To-
tals 40-86 14-21 98.

SACRAMENTO — Stojakovic 6-16 5-6 18,
Webber 11-24 5-7 28, Miller 2-5 2-3 6, Christie
5-9 2-2 13, Bibby 6-12 1-2 14, Evans 6-11 0-0 13,
Songaila 1-4 0-0 2. Totals 37-81 15-20 94.

Golden State 21 15 37 25—98
Sacramento 18 28 24 24—94
Three-Point Goals—Golden State 4-15 (Pi-

etrus 2-4, Murphy 1-1, Robinson 1-4, Dun-
leavy 0-1, Claxton 0-1, Richardson 0-4), Sacra-
mento 5-14 (Webber 1-1, Evans 1-2, Christie
1-3, Stojakovic 1-4, Bibby 1-4). Fouled out-
—None. Rebounds—Golden State 58 (Mur-
phy 13), Sacramento 44 (Miller 13). As-
sists—Golden State 20 (Claxton 9), Sacra-
mento 23 (Miller 7). Total fouls—Golden
State 21, Sacramento 18. Technicals—Gold-
en State Defensive Three Second. A—17,317
(17,317).

AP

Phoenix Suns guard Steve Nash, right,

brings the ball up the floor as he is guarded

by the Toronto Raptors’ Lamond Murray in

the second quarter Sunday in Phoenix.

Nash had 13 assists, breaking Magic

Johnson’s record with 10 or more in 11

straight victories. The Suns won 106-94.

Nash has double-digit assists in 11th straight win
Suns guard breaks Magic Johnson’s record set in 1986-87 season
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BY LARRY LAGE

The Associated Press

DETROIT — Andre Goodman
didn’t like Detroit’s chances
when a play he defended in the
end zone was reviewed.

“You saw the replay,” Good-
man said. “You would be ner-
vous, too.”

Luckily for the Lions, the call
and review went their way.

Chad Hutchinson appeared to
throw a 43-yard, tying touchdown
pass to Bernard Berrian with 1:26
left, but an incomplete ruling on
the field stood after a review —
despite replays that appeared to
show it should have been over-
turned — giving Detroit a 19-13
victory over the Chicago Bears on
Sunday.

Referee Terry McAulay an-
nounced the ball was moving
when Berrian hit the ground.

“I didn’t see him bobble it,”
said Goodman, who draped Berri-
an. “I actually thought he caught
it fair. I thought he had it, and had
it the whole time.”

Berrian did, too.

“I caught the ball, got two feet
in, hit the ground and that was it,”
Berrian said. “It was a touch-
down. There’s no doubt about it.”

The Lions got a fortunate break
a week after a botched extra point
with 8 seconds left allowed Minne-
sota to beat Detroit 28-27.

Despite winning one more
game than they did last year, the
Lions (6-9) were subdued after
nearly blowing a 16-0 lead late in
the third quarter.

“When you play as poorly as we
did in the second half, it just
doesn’t leave you with a great feel-
ing,” said Joey Harrington, who
was 15-for-30 for 166 yards with
an interception.

Hutchinson was 20-for-35 for
114 yards with a TD and Thomas
Jones ran for 109 yards for the
Bears (5-10), who have dropped
five of six.

Kevin Jones went over the
1,000-yard mark, something only
Barry Sanders and Billy Sims did
as Detroit rookies, with 123 yards
on 25 carries.

BY BARRY WILNER

The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
The New York Jets just don’t mea-
sure up. Of course, not many
teams do when they try using the
New England Patriots as their
proving ground.

With the Jets seeking a victory
that would certify them as a
Super Bowl contender and, not co-
incidentally, clinch a wild-card
playoff berth, it was the Patriots
who showed their championship
qualities. New England dominat-
ed New York 23-7 Sunday, secur-
ing a first-round bye and showing
the Jets (10-5) how far they are
from the elite level of the NFL.

That’s a level the Patriots (13-2)
have been on for most of the last
four seasons. They simply know
how to win the biggest games.

“We were coming off a tough
loss,” Tom Brady said of a
last-minute upset defeat at Miami
in which he threw four intercep-
tions. “It was a short week and

the team was really intent on
going out and playing our best.

“This is a team with a lot of
mental toughness that battles and
has a lot of strong character, and
when you have that, you can feel
proud at the end of the day.”

They also can feel relieved, be-
cause the Patriots are settled in
as the No. 2 seed in the AFC be-
hind Pittsburgh. Not only is next
week’s game against San Fran-
cisco meaningless, but there will
be a week off after that. New En-
gland has a banged-up secondary
and star defensive end Richard
Seymour injured his foot Sunday.

“A point of emphasis this week
was getting a win and getting a
bye,” said safety Eugene Wilson,
who had an interception.

The Jets wish they had such a
luxury. After the Patriots befud-
dled Chad Pennington into yet an-
other mediocre effort in a critical
game, New York must win at St.
Louis in the season-ender to en-
sure it will be in the playoffs.

Since starting 5-0, the Jets are
5-5. All five of the Jets’ defeats this
year have been against teams with
winning records: two to the Patri-
ots and one each against Pitts-
burgh, Baltimore and Buffalo.

That’s why the Jets accentuat-
ed the significance of a victory
over the division-rival Pats — a
win they never came close to get-
ting.

“It’s shocking because you
have the feeling you’re going to
do a lot more,” said wide receiver
Santana Moss, who scored New
York’s touchdown on a 15-yard
pass with 9:32 remaining. “You

know what you can do and you go
in confident. That’s the disap-
pointment that you have as a play-
er when you know what you could
have done, but you didn’t do it.”

There were many reasons the
Jets couldn’t do it, especially line-
backers Tedy Bruschi (eight tack-
les, one interception) and Ted
Johnson and strong safety Rod-
ney Harrison, who held the
league’s leading rusher, Curtis
Martin, to a season-low 33 yards.

Plus Brady (21-for-32 for 264
yards and two touchdowns), wide
receiver Deion Branch (seven
catches for 82 yards and a TD)
and Corey Dillon, who rushed for
89 yards.

“We have guys all over the field
who are capable of getting open
and making plays,” Brady said.
“I’ll take 23 points — and them
with less than 23.”

How about seven? Pennington,
who started a firestorm last week
when he berated reporters for
suggesting that he flops in big
games, struggled again. He threw
two interceptions and lost a fum-
ble while constantly overthrow-
ing or underthrowing receivers.

He did it against an injury-rav-
aged secondary, too.

“You could see frustration set
in,” Harrison said. “They were
looking at our DBs and saying,
‘These are a bunch of replace-
ments and we can’t get it done.’ ”

BY GREG BEACHAM

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — The Buffa-
lo Bills weren’t sure whether Will-
is McGahee could play until the
moment he ran onto the field for
their first huddle.

And that was about the extent
of the suspense in the Bills’ 41-7
victory on Sunday. McGahee’s in-
jured knee held up, the Buffalo de-
fense throttled San Francisco’s of-
fense and the Bills boosted their
playoff chances by handing the
Niners their worst home loss
since 1967.

“You might want to feel sorry
for them, but in this business, you
can’t,” Buffalo safety Lawyer Mil-
loy said.

Coach Mike Mularkey still
won’t say the word “playoffs,” but
with their sixth straight victory,
his Bills (9-6) certainly are show-
ing the determination and desper-
ation necessary to become just
the second team in NFL history to
reach the postseason after start-
ing 0-4.

“It’s just another example of
good team football,” said Drew
Bledsoe, who went 21-for-32 for
172 yards and a touchdown. “We
had good special teams play, our
defense shut them down, and of-
fensively, it took us a quarter to
get going, but we put up a bunch
of points.

“It’s good team football, and it’s
fun to be a part of.”

Mularkey shut off every televi-
sion in the locker room before the
game, ordering the Bills to focus
on the only game with playoff im-
plications they could control.
Though nothing was decided, the
other games went exceptionally
well for the Bills: Fellow contend-
ers Baltimore, Jacksonville and
the New York Jets all lost.

“Some of us know the situa-
tions, but the only thing we could
control is what was right here,”
linebacker Takeo Spikes said.
“We knew the problems [the
49ers] were having, and we want-
ed to beat them with our best
game.”

McGahee rushed for 102 yards
and two touchdowns despite miss-
ing practice earlier in the week,
and Lee Evans caught eight pass-
es for 92 yards and two more
scores as the Bills extended their
longest winning streak since
1990. Buffalo also clinched its
first winning record since 1999.

From Spikes’ menacing tackles
to Evans’ impressive catches, the
Bills haven’t looked much better
this season. Using a no-huddle of-
fense and playing suffocating de-
fense, they jumped to a 17-0 half-
time lead and then they poured it
on, forcing four turnovers and
scoring almost at will.

The Bills also were able to rest
McGahee and Bledsoe in anticipa-
tion of next week’s big game
against Pittsburgh. Backup quar-
terback Shane Matthews played
most of the second half, and
Shaud Williams ran for 93 yards
and a touchdown.

Bills move
step closer
to playoffs

Ball bounces Lions’
way against Bears

Focused Patriots
pummel N.Y. Jets

AP

New England Patriots defensive back Eugene Wilson (26) intercepts a

pass intended for New York Jets wide receiver Wayne Chrebet.
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American Conference
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
x-New England 13 2 0 .867 416 253
N.Y. Jets 10 5 0 .667 304 229
Buffalo 9 6 0 .600 371 255
Miami 4 11 0 .267 252 324

South
x-Indianapolis 12 3 0 .800 508 318
Jacksonville 8 7 0 .533 248 274
Houston 7 8 0 .467 295 317
Tennessee 4 11 0 .267 320 420

North
xy-Pittsburgh 14 1 0 .933 343 227
Baltimore 8 7 0 .533 287 245
Cincinnati 7 8 0 .467 336 362
Cleveland 3 12 0 .200 254 376

West
x-San Diego 11 4 0 .733 422 296
Denver 9 6 0 .600 348 290
Kansas City 7 8 0 .467 466 411
Oakland 5 10 0 .333 314 429

National Conference
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
xy-Philadelphia 13 1 0 .929 369 202
Dallas 6 9 0 .400 269 377
N.Y. Giants 5 10 0 .333 275 323
Washington 5 10 0 .333 219 247

South
x-Atlanta 11 4 0 .733 314 309
Carolina 7 8 0 .467 337 318
New Orleans 7 8 0 .467 327 387
Tampa Bay 5 10 0 .333 294 292

North
x-Green Bay 9 6 0 .600 393 366
Minnesota 8 7 0 .533 387 374
Detroit 6 9 0 .400 277 326
Chicago 5 10 0 .333 217 300

West
z-Seattle 8 7 0 .533 343 347
St. Louis 6 8 0 .429 267 356
Arizona 5 10 0 .333 272 315
San Francisco 2 13 0 .133 252 431

x-clinched division
y-clinched conference
z-clinched playoff spot

Friday’s games
Green Bay 34, Minnesota 31

Saturday’s games
Kansas City 31, Oakland 30
Denver 37, Tennessee 16

Sunday’s games
Detroit 19, Chicago 13
Indianapolis 34, San Diego 31, OT
Pittsburgh 20, Baltimore 7
Houston 21, Jacksonville 0
New Orleans 26, Atlanta 13
Cincinnati 23, N.Y. Giants 22
Buffalo 41, San Francisco 7
New England 23, N.Y. Jets 7
Seattle 24, Arizona 21
Dallas 13, Washington 10
Carolina 37, Tampa Bay 20
Miami 10, Cleveland 7

Monday’s game
Philadelphia at St. Louis

Sunday, Jan. 2
Detroit at Tennessee
Miami at Baltimore
Green Bay at Chicago
N.Y. Jets at St. Louis
Cleveland at Houston
Minnesota at Washington
Pittsburgh at Buffalo
New Orleans at Carolina
San Francisco at New England
Cincinnati at Philadelphia
Atlanta at Seattle
Tampa Bay at Arizona
Kansas City at San Diego
Indianapolis at Denver
Jacksonville at Oakland
Dallas at N.Y. Giants
End Regular Season

Sunday
Lions 19, Bears 13

Chicago 0 0 6 7—13
Detroit 3 13 0 3—19

First Quarter
Det—FG Hanson 31, 3:06.

Second Quarter
Det—Jones 1 run (Hanson kick), 11:30.
Det—FG Hanson 39, 5:50.
Det—FG Hanson 34, :00.

Third Quarter
Chi—Briggs 38 interception return (pass

failed), 3:40.
Fourth Quarter

Det—FG Hanson 40, 11:29.
Chi—McKie 15 pass from Hutchinson

(Edinger kick), 7:04.
A—61,924.
 Chi Det

First downs 16 17
Total Net Yards 229 314
Rushes-yards 25-124 32-158
Passing 105 156
Punt Returns 2-11 5-18
Kickoff Returns 3-51 3-87
Interceptions Ret. 1-38 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 20-35-0 15-30-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-9 2-10
Punts 8-43.4 6-41.5
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 1-0
Penalties-Yards 8-55 6-47
Time of Possession 28:38 31:22

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Chicago, Jones 22-109, Wade

1-11, Peterson 2-4. Detroit, Jones 25-123, Har-
rington 5-26, Bryson 2-9.

Passing—Chicago, Hutchinson 20-35-0-114.
Detroit, Harrington 15-30-1-166.

Receiving—Chicago, McKie 5-21, Jones
4-34, Wade 4-27, Clark 2-12, Terrell 2-10,
Lyman 1-7, Berrian 1-3, Peterson 1-0. Detroit,
Bryson 4-24, Williams 3-33, Swinton 2-42,
Hakim 2-16, Fitzsimmons 1-27, Alexander
1-13, Jones 1-8, Streets 1-3.

Missed field goals—None.

Colts 34, Chargers 31 (OT)
San Diego 7 10 7 7 0—31
Indianapolis 0 9 7 15 3—34

First Quarter
SD—Tomlinson 74 pass from Brees (Kaed-

ing kick), 4:48.
Second Quarter

Ind—FG Vanderjagt 36, 14:18.
SD—FG Kaeding 50, 12:46.
SD—Parker 19 pass from Brees (Kaeding

kick), 7:09.
Ind—FG Vanderjagt 26, 4:33.
Ind—FG Vanderjagt 23, :18.

Third Quarter
SD—Gates 4 pass from Brees (Kaeding

kick), 9:24.
Ind—Mungro 3 pass from Manning

(Vanderjagt kick), 6:11.
Fourth Quarter

SD—Tomlinson 16 run (Kaeding kick),
14:55.

Ind—Rhodes 88 kickoff return (Vanderjagt
kick), 14:42.

Ind—Stokley 21 pass from Manning
(James run), :56.

Overtime
Ind—FG Vanderjagt 30, 12:13.
A—57,330.
 SD Ind

First downs 22 30
Total Net Yards 374 464
Rushes-yards 29-93 25-104
Passing 281 360
Punt Returns 2-26 1-7
Kickoff Returns 6-122 7-252
Interceptions Ret. 1-4 1-17
Comp-Att-Int 21-31-1 27-44-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-9 4-23
Punts 4-49.8 2-49.0
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 3-0
Penalties-Yards 7-63 10-70
Time of Possession 31:13 31:34

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—San Diego, Tomlinson 21-81,

Brees 6-12, Chatman 2-0. Indianapolis,
James 22-86, Rhodes 2-19, Manning 1-(minus
1).

Passing—San Diego, Brees 21-31-1-290. In-
dianapolis, Manning 27-44-1-383.

Receiving—San Diego, Parker 7-103, Gates
7-49, Tomlinson 5-95, Osgood 2-43. Indianapo-
lis, Stokley 7-123, Harrison 6-111, James 5-41,
Wayne 3-61, Clark 3-23, Hartsock 2-21, Mun-
gro 1-3.

Missed field goal—Indianapolis, Vander-
jagt 47 (WL).

Steelers 20, Ravens 7
Baltimore 7 0 0 0— 7
Pittsburgh 7 3 7 3—20

First Quarter
Pit—Burress 36 pass from Roethlisberger

(Reed kick), 10:24.
Bal—J.Lewis 5 run (Stover kick), 4:27.

Second Quarter
Pit—FG Reed 23, 13:02.

Third Quarter
Pit—Tuman 2 pass from Roethlisberger

(Reed kick), 6:26.
Fourth Quarter

Pit—FG Reed 40, 12:53.
A—64,227.
 Bal Pit

First downs 16 20
Total Net Yards 248 404
Rushes-yards 21-71 42-183
Passing 177 221
Punt Returns 0-0 0-0
Kickoff Returns 4-82 2-35
Interceptions Ret. 1-0 1-3
Comp-Att-Int 18-32-1 15-20-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 0-0
Punts 3-38.3 0-0.0
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-1
Penalties-Yards 3-30 3-25
Time of Possession 26:07 33:53

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Baltimore, Boller 4-28, J.Lewis

14-26, C.Taylor 3-17. Pittsburgh, Bettis
27-117, Haynes 8-61, Roethlisberger 2-11,
Maddox 4-(minus 1), Ward 1-(minus 5).

Passing—Baltimore, Boller 18-32-1-177.
Pittsburgh, Roethlisberger 14-19-1-221, Mad-
dox 1-1-0-0.

Receiving—Baltimore, Hymes 4-55, Heap
3-34, Jones 3-24, J.Lewis 2-16, C.Taylor 2-16,
Ricard 2-13, K.Johnson 1-14, Dinkins 1-5. Pitts-
burgh, Burress 3-97, Randle El 3-55, Ward
3-21, Tuman 2-26, Bettis 2-13, Kreider 1-9,
Haynes 1-0.

Missed field goal—Baltimore, Stover 44
(WR).

Texans 21, Jaguars 0
Houston 7 7 0 7—21
Jacksonville 0 0 0 0— 0

First Quarter
Hou—D.Davis 1 run (K.Brown kick), 8:33.

Second Quarter
Hou—A.Johnson 10 pass from Carr

(K.Brown kick), 6:46.
Fourth Quarter

Hou—Peek 66 fumble return (K.Brown
kick), 3:11.

A—66,227.
 Hou Jac

First downs 19 6
Total Net Yards 333 126
Rushes-yards 43-211 20-95
Passing 122 31
Punt Returns 3-4 2-21
Kickoff Returns 1-27 3-64
Interceptions Ret. 1-0 2-4
Comp-Att-Int 14-20-2 10-21-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 4-17 3-23
Punts 5-44.2 7-45.3
Fumbles-Lost 2-0 3-2
Penalties-Yards 6-50 5-45
Time of Possession 38:58 21:02

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Houston, D.Davis 30-150, Wells

5-34, Carr 8-27. Jacksonville, G.Jones 9-38,
Fuamatu-Ma'afala 4-25, Leftwich 4-19, Toe-
field 3-13.

Passing—Houston, Carr 14-20-2-139. Jack-
sonville, Leftwich 6-14-1-35, Garrard 4-7-0-19.

Receiving—Houston, D.Davis 5-39,
A.Johnson 4-46, Gaffney 3-39, Armstrong 1-8,
Miller 1-7. Jacksonville, T.Edwards 3-24,
J.Smith 2-17, Toefield 2-(minus 5), Wilford
1-9, Allen 1-5, Brady 1-4.

Missed field goals—Houston, K.Brown 34
(BL). Jacksonville, Scobee 31 (WR).

Saints 26, Falcons 13
Atlanta 0 6 7 0—13
New Orleans 5 7 14 0—26

First Quarter
NO—Safety, Bryant tackled Schaub in end

zone, 6:00.
NO—FG Carney 22, :11.

Second Quarter
Atl—FG Feely 25, 13:18.
Atl—FG Feely 20, 9:40.
NO—Aa.Brooks 1 run (Carney kick), 3:25.

Third Quarter
NO—Stallworth 39 pass from Aa.Brooks

(Carney kick), 11:52.
Atl—Dunn 16 run (Feely kick), 5:45.
NO—Lewis 96 kickoff return (Carney kick),

5:32.
A—64,900.
 Atl NO

First downs 15 17
Total Net Yards 267 369
Rushes-yards 24-93 40-160
Passing 174 209
Punt Returns 1-10 5-40
Kickoff Returns 5-110 4-144
Interceptions Ret. 2-27 2-0
Comp-Att-Int 17-41-2 12-24-2
Sacked-Yards Lost 3-14 4-18
Punts 6-43.2 7-43.7
Fumbles-Lost 2-1 0-0
Penalties-Yards 6-35 10-73
Time of Possession 26:55 33:05

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Atlanta, Dunn 18-52, Schaub

4-21, Layne 1-12, Wright 1-8. New Orleans,
McAllister 29-128, Stecker 5-20, Aa.Brooks
5-12, Stallworth 1-0.

Passing—Atlanta, Schaub 17-41-2-188.
New Orleans, Aa.Brooks 12-24-2-227.

Receiving—Atlanta, Dunn 6-87, Price 6-49,
Finneran 3-38, Blakley 1-12, White 1-2. New
Orleans, Horn 5-76, Pathon 3-49, Stallworth
2-62, Williams 1-21, Conwell 1-19.

Missed field goals—None.

Bengals 23, Giants 22
N.Y. Giants 0 13 3 6—22
Cincinnati 7 3 7 6—23

First Quarter
Cin—C.Johnson 5 pass from Kitna (Graham

kick), 5:26.
Second Quarter

NY—Barber 1 run (Christie kick), 12:49.
Cin—FG Graham 42, 9:46.
NY—FG Christie 31, 5:22.
NY—FG Christie 36, :00.

Third Quarter
NY—FG Christie 44, 7:36.
Cin—R.Johnson 1 run (Graham kick), 1:21.

Fourth Quarter
NY—FG Christie 41, 12:38.
NY—FG Christie 28, 5:15.
Cin—C.Johnson 4 pass from Kitna (pass

failed), :44.
A—64,606.
 NY Cin

First downs 18 16
Total Net Yards 326 233
Rushes-yards 28-142 25-63
Passing 184 170
Punt Returns 2-3 3-61
Kickoff Returns 5-121 6-132
Interceptions Ret. 1-10 1-(-2)
Comp-Att-Int 19-37-1 20-32-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-17 3-16
Punts 4-38.0 3-46.7
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 3-1
Penalties-Yards 9-85 3-20
Time of Possession 30:46 29:14

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—New York, Barber 22-109, Dayne

6-33. Cincinnati, R.Johnson 19-31, Kitna 2-14,
Watson 2-7, Houshmandzadeh 1-7,
J.Johnson 1-4.

Passing—New York, Manning 19-37-1-201.
Cincinnati, Kitna 20-32-1-186.

Receiving—New York, Shockey 6-64, Hill-
iard 4-46, Toomer 3-35, Tyree 2-35, Barber
2-14, Finn 2-7. Cincinnati, C.Johnson 8-46,
Houshmandzadeh 5-64, R.Johnson 2-13, Wat-
son 1-21, Schobel 1-13, Washington 1-13,
Walter 1-10, J.Johnson 1-6.

Missed field goals—None.

Bills 41, 49ers 7
Buffalo 0 17 10 14—41
San Francisco 0 0 0 7— 7

Second Quarter
Buf—McGahee 3 run (Lindell kick), 11:19.
Buf—FG Lindell 23, 6:47.
Buf—Evans 8 pass from Bledsoe (Lindell

kick), :25.
Third Quarter

Buf—FG Lindell 31, 12:02.
Buf—McGahee 1 run (Lindell kick), 4:20.

Fourth Quarter
Buf—Evans 33 pass from Matthews (Lin-

dell kick), 13:26.
Buf—S.Williams 27 run (Lindell kick), 12:39.
SF—Barlow 1 run (T.Peterson kick), 6:19.
A—63,248.
 Buf SF

First downs 27 12
Total Net Yards 441 189
Rushes-yards 36-226 28-98
Passing 215 91
Punt Returns 4-61 0-0
Kickoff Returns 2-64 8-106
Interceptions Ret. 3-9 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 23-36-0 9-23-3
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-1 3-18
Punts 1-36.0 5-43.0
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 2-1
Penalties-Yards 5-46 4-30
Time of Possession 34:57 25:03

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Buffalo, McGahee 15-102, S.Will-

iams 17-93, Evans 1-21, Bledsoe 2-9, Moulds
1-1. San Francisco, Barlow 15-72, Jackson
2-11, Hicks 10-10, Pickett 1-5.

Passing—Buffalo, Bledsoe 21-32-0-172, Mat-
thews 2-3-0-44, Moorman 0-1-0-0. San Fran-
cisco, Pickett 4-10-2-55, Dorsey 5-10-1-54.

Receiving—Buffalo, Evans 8-92, Moulds
8-81, Reed 2-11, McGahee 1-14, J.Smith 1-11,
Trafford 1-5, Shelton 1-3, S.Williams
1-(minus 1). San Francisco, Lloyd 2-25,
Johnson 2-17, Wilson 1-18, Woods 1-17, Hicks
1-15, Conway 1-12, Jackson 1-5.

Missed field goals—None.

Patriots 23, Jets 7
New England 0 13 3 7—23
N.Y. Jets 0 0 0 7— 7

Second Quarter
NE—FG Vinatieri 28, 7:47.
NE—Graham 16 pass from Brady (Vinatieri

kick), 1:50.
NE—FG Vinatieri 29, :07.

Third Quarter
NE—FG Vinatieri 26, :37.

Fourth Quarter
NE—Branch 6 pass from Brady (Vinatieri

kick), 12:36.
NY—Moss 15 pass from Pennington (Brien

kick), 9:32.
A—77,975.
 NE NY

First downs 21 17
Total Net Yards 372 279
Rushes-yards 38-114 18-46
Passing 258 233
Punt Returns 3-23 3-18
Kickoff Returns 2-38 5-97
Interceptions Ret. 2-60 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 21-32-0 22-36-2
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-6 3-19
Punts 4-36.8 5-31.4
Fumbles-Lost 2-0 2-1
Penalties-Yards 3-25 4-20
Time of Possession 35:48 24:12

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—New England, Dillon 29-89, Pass

4-17, Abdullah 1-5, Brady 4-3. New York, Mar-
tin 13-33, Pennington 3-7, Jordan 2-6.

Passing—New England, Brady 21-32-0-264.
New York, Pennington 22-36-2-252.

Receiving—New England, Branch 7-82,
Pass 5-32, Fauria 3-44, Givens 2-64, Graham
2-30, Dillon 2-12. New York, McCareins 5-76,
Martin 5-44, Chrebet 4-51, Jordan 3-16, Moss
2-32, Sowell 2-15, Cotchery 1-18.

Missed field goal—New England, Vinatieri
50 (WL).

Seahawks 24, Cardinals 21
Arizona 7 0 0 14—21
Seattle 0 10 7 7—24

First Quarter
Ari—Boldin 31 pass from McCown (Rack-

ers kick), 4:23.
Second Quarter

Sea—Alexander 1 run (J.Brown kick), 4:44.
Sea—FG J.Brown 34, :00.

Third Quarter
Sea—Alexander 17 run (J.Brown kick), 3:06.

Fourth Quarter
Sea—Alexander 23 run (J.Brown kick),

14:50.
Ari—Fitzgerald 29 pass from McCown

(Rackers kick), 11:32.
Ari—Fitzgerald 29 pass from McCown

(Rackers kick), 2:30.
A—65,825.
 Ari Sea

First downs 18 16
Total Net Yards 317 301
Rushes-yards 30-97 36-175
Passing 220 126
Punt Returns 4-29 4-64
Kickoff Returns 4-106 3-63
Interceptions Ret. 1-0 2-6
Comp-Att-Int 21-33-2 10-26-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 4-28 1-2
Punts 7-39.4 8-36.9
Fumbles-Lost 4-0 2-0
Penalties-Yards 4-25 6-51
Time of Possession 32:32 27:28

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Arizona, E.Smith 23-65, Fitzger-

ald 2-10, McCown 2-10, Ayanbadejo 2-9, Bold-
in 1-3. Seattle, Alexander 30-154, Morris 1-10,
Strong 1-7, Dilfer 4-4.

Passing—Arizona, McCown 21-33-2-248. Se-
attle, Dilfer 10-26-1-128.

Receiving—Arizona, Boldin 7-107, Fitzger-
ald 4-70, B.Johnson 4-41, Ayanbadejo 4-34,
Jones 1-5, Scobey 1-(minus 9). Seattle, Jack-
son 6-101, Hannam 1-18, Engram 1-3, Morris
1-3, Stevens 1-3.

Missed field goal—Arizona, Rackers 52
(WL).

Cowboys 13, Redskins 10
Washington 3 0 0 7—10
Dallas 0 6 0 7—13

First Quarter
Was—FG Chandler 25, 3:01.

Second Quarter
Dal—FG Cundiff 26, 9:51.
Dal—FG Cundiff 23 Yd, :00.

Fourth Quarter
Was—Royal 5 pass from Ramsey (Chan-

dler kick), 6:44.
Dal—Crayton 39 pass from Testaverde

(Cundiff kick), :30.
A—63,705.
 Was Dal

First downs 15 21
Total Net Yards 233 306
Rushes-yards 25-84 30-89
Passing 149 217
Punt Returns 4-59 3-20
Kickoff Returns 3-58 3-45
Interceptions Ret. 1-38 2-1
Comp-Att-Int 19-29-2 23-39-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-9 5-17
Punts 5-44.0 5-47.0
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 1-1
Penalties-Yards 8-67 1-13
Time of Possession 27:18 32:42

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Washington, Betts 13-43, Portis

10-32, Coles 1-7, Ramsey 1-2. Dallas, J.Jones
22-57, Testaverde 3-14, George 3-6, Anderson
2-12.

Passing—Washington, Ramsey
19-29-2-158. Dallas, Testaverde 23-39-1-234.

Receiving—Washington, Coles 7-53, Gard-
ner 5-31, Cooley 3-24, Jacobs 2-37, Kozlowski
1-8, Royal 1-5. Dallas, K.Johnson 9-84, Witten
6-50, Crayton 2-54, Barnes 2-22, J.Jones 2-10,
R.Anderson 1-7, Morgan 1-7.

Missed field goal—Washington, Chandler
57 (SH).

NFL scoreboard

Panthers 37, Buccaneers 20
Carolina 7 10 7 13—37
Tampa Bay 7 0 7 6—20

First Quarter
Car—Muhammad 15 pass from Delhomme

(Kasay kick), 7:19.
TB—Clayton 22 pass from Griese (Taylor

kick), 1:48.
Second Quarter

Car—Muhammad 6 pass from Delhomme
(Kasay kick), 11:13.

Car—FG Kasay 26, :00.
Third Quarter

Car—Colbert 4 pass from Delhomme
(Kasay kick), 9:05.

TB—Clayton 6 pass from Griese(Taylor
kick), 6:25.

Fourth Quarter
Car—Seidman 2 pass from Delhomme

(kick failed), 12:14.
TB—Galloway 14 pass from Griese (pass

failed), 8:17.
Car—Moorehead 17 interception return

(Kasay kick), 4:41.
A—65,380.
 Car TB

First downs 22 22
Total Net Yards 348 345
Rushes-yards 36-141 13-46
Passing 207 299
Punt Returns 0-0 0-0
Kickoff Returns 4-90 6-120
Interceptions Ret. 2-17 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 19-24-0 30-41-2
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-7 2-22
Punts 5-44.6 4-33.0
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 2-1
Penalties-Yards 5-52 10-77
Time of Possession 35:34 24:26

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Carolina, Goings 33-127, Delhom-

me 1-12, Hoover 1-3, Muhammad 1-(minus
1). Tampa Bay, Pittman 10-41, Griese 2-3, Als-
tott 1-2.

Passing—Carolina, Delhomme 19-24-0-214.
Tampa Bay, Griese 30-41-2-321.

Receiving—Carolina, Muhammad 8-115,
Goings 4-39, Mangum 2-25, Seidman 2-16,
Hoover 1-9, Proehl 1-6, Colbert 1-4. Tampa
Bay, Galloway 9-98, Jurevicius 6-66, Clayton
4-66, Alstott 3-37, Dilger 3-23, Pittman 3-13,
Moore 1-10, Brown 1-8.

Missed field goals—None.

Dolphins 10, Browns 7
Cleveland 7 0 0 0— 7
Miami 7 0 0 3—10

First Quarter
Mia—D.Thompson 18 pass from Feeley

(Mare kick), 9:00.
Cle—Northcutt 58 pass from McCown

(P.Dawson kick), 7:32.
Fourth Quarter

Mia—FG Mare 51, :07.
A—73,169.
 Cle Mia

First downs 14 19
Total Net Yards 285 280
Rushes-yards 40-142 25-116
Passing 143 164
Punt Returns 3-48 3-37
Kickoff Returns 3-51 2-48
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 2-0
Comp-Att-Int 9-16-2 25-44-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-18 2-12
Punts 6-42.3 9-37.2
Fumbles-Lost 4-2 3-2
Penalties-Yards 5-25 7-35
Time of Possession 30:26 29:34

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Cleveland, Suggs 38-143, Mc-

Cown 2-(minus 1). Miami, Morris 17-69,
Minor 6-30, C.Chambers 1-16, V.King 1-1.

Passing—Cleveland, McCown 9-16-2-161.
Miami, Feeley 25-43-0-176, Rosenfels 0-1-0-0.

Receiving—Cleveland, Northcutt 4-114, Bry-
ant 2-15, Heiden 1-27, Suggs 1-4, Heinrich 1-1.
D. Thompson 2-34, Minor 2-4, Gilmore 1-13,
Martin 1-5.

Missed field goal—Cleveland, P.Dawson 43
(WR).

AP

Miami Dolphins kicker Olindo

Mare (10) and holder Matt Turk

watch as Mare makes a 51-yard

field goal during the closing sec-

onds against the Cleveland

Browns in Miami on Sunday. The

Dolphins beat the Browns 10-7.
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BY JOE KAY

The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — Something’s
not right with the New York Gi-
ants.

Maybe it’s the chemistry.
Maybe it’s the coaching. Maybe
it’s the rookie quarterback’s
growing pains.

Or, maybe it’s a little bit of all
three, coupled with some plain
old bad luck.

The Giants walked off the
field numbed by the cold and
their eighth straight loss Sun-
day, one that was the most im-
probable of all in a dismal sea-
son. Jon Kitna’s 4-yard touch-
down pass to Chad Johnson
with 44 seconds left gave the
Cincinnati Bengals a 23-22 victo-
ry over a team that’s at a loss to
explain itself.

“We’ve got to get some things
solved in the locker room,” cor-
nerback Will Peterson said.
“There has to be a problem, if
we keep losing close games like
this. There’s got to be something
about the mentality and the atti-
tude, something innate.”

The Giants (5-10) haven’t won
since Oct. 31, a slide that has
something to do with the switch
to rookie Eli Manning at quarter-
back. The first overall pick in
the draft struggled in his first
four starts, but has started get-
ting it together in the last two.

He had the best game of his
career in a 33-30 loss to Pitts-
burgh, then avoided the
game-turning mistake until his
final pass against the Bengals.
Needing to go about 20 yards to
get in range for a field-goal at-
tempt by Steve Christie, Man-
ning tried to thread a pass to
tight end Jeremy Shockey.

Robert Geathers got his hand
on the ball and deflected it to fel-
low lineman Carl Powell for the
clinching interception.

“There’s no way you can
blame anyone on that,” said
Manning, who was 19-for-37 for
a career-high 201 yards. “It’s
just their guy having his hand in
the right spot.”

In the last two minutes, the
Bengals (7-8) had everything go
their way.

New York led 22-17 after
Christie’s fifth field goal with
5:15 remaining. The Giants got
the ball back with a chance to
drain the clock, but managed
only one first down and had to
punt.

Keiwan Ratliff had a lot of
room, and ran it back 42 yards
to the Giants’ 24-yard line. The
play turned the momentum.

“I just looked at them once
and knew I was going to have
some room after I made the
catch,” Ratliff said.

Jon Kitna had another
up-and-down day filling in for
the injured Carson Palmer.
After Ratliff’s return, Kitna
missed badly on his first three
passes, leaving the Bengals in a
4th-and-10. Seeing no one open,
he lobbed a pass for T.J. Housh-
mandzadeh to go up and get.

The receiver outjumped two
defenders and held on at the
5-yard line. One play later,
Kitna put the Bengals ahead
with his second touchdown pass
to Johnson.

“That is one of the most bi-
zarre games I’ve ever seen in
my life,” coach Tom Coughlin
said. “I have no explanation for
why, play after play after play
with opportunities, we can’t
make a play.”

Giants at a loss after
streak grows to eight

BY ALAN ROBINSON

The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Tommy Mad-
dox could start the Pittsburgh
Steelers’ first and last regular-sea-
son games. What Ben Roethlis-
berger did in between guarantees
they won’t leave home during the
AFC playoffs as long as they keep
winning.

Roethlisberger didn’t play a
full game for the first time since
becoming a starter, but threw two
touchdown passes in a 20-7 victo-
ry Sunday over Baltimore that
left the Steelers on the brink of
the best regular season in fran-
chise history.

Roethlisberger was pulled for
precautionary reasons with an un-
specified rib injury early in the
fourth quarter, not long after Ter-
rell Suggs slammed him to the
turf during a 2-yard touchdown
pass to Jerame Tuman.

The injury didn’t appear seri-
ous — Roethlisberger completed
two passes on Pittsburgh’s next
possession before Maddox took
over.

Because the Steelers (14-1)
won’t play another meaningful
game for three weeks, it seems un-
likely they would risk playing Ro-
ethlisberger on Sunday in Buffalo
(9-6).

His teammates are certain he
will be ready for their first play-
off game Jan. 15 or 16.

“Ben is a tough guy,” Jerome
Bettis said. “I am not worried
about the guy. He wanted to keep
going — I really think they
stopped him from going on. He’s
a competitor.”

What the Steelers find remark-
able is they secured home-field
advantage before Week 17 during
one of the most competitive AFC
seasons ever. No rookie quarter-
back has taken his team to the

Super Bowl, yet it wouldn’t sur-
prise the Steelers if Roethlisberg-
er — 13-0 as an NFL starter —
does exactly that.

“He’s just a lot more comfort-
able,” offensive coordinator Ken
Whisenhunt said after Roethlis-
berger went 14-for-19 for 221
yards and one interception. “The
timing of his throws is much bet-
ter, and that only helps the run-
ning game.”

The Ravens (8-7), their own
playoff hopes now all but gone,
never did figure out what the
Steelers were doing.

“It’s tough, it really is,” said
quarterback Kyle Boller, who
drove the Ravens to the Steelers
35 three times without coming
away with any points. “It’s los-
ing.”

Roethlisberger was 3-for-3 as
the Steelers needed only five
plays to drive 80 yards on an open-
ing possession finished off by his
36-yard touchdown pass to Plaxi-
co Burress, who was coming off a
four-game injury layoff.

But Roethlisberger threw only
twice during a 14-play, 71-yard
drive to open the second half,
with Jerome Bettis and Verron
Haynes combining for 12 consecu-
tive runs ahead of the rookie’s
scoring pass to Tuman that made
it 17-7. Bettis gained 117 yards in
his sixth 100-yard game in six
starts for the injured Duce Staley
(hamstring).

Suggs was penalized for rough-
ing Roethlisberger but, despite
the acrimony that often exists be-
tween the two AFC North rivals,
there were no incidents the rest
of the game. Maybe it’s because
the Steelers were in such control
they didn’t want to risk motivat-
ing an opponent that seemed
worn down and beaten following
the 8½-minute drive.

The Ravens talked of taking a
playoff-like intensity into the
game, but it didn’t show up.

“You’ve got to respond better
than that in those circumstanc-
es,” coach Brian Billick said.

Steelers clinch home field

AP

Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlisberger (7) gets off a pass

under pressure from Baltimore Ravens’ Terrell Suggs (55) on Sunday.

BY MARK LONG

The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The Jacksonville Jag-
uars spent the week talking about their huge win in
Green Bay, getting to the playoffs and needing some
help from Pittsburgh against Baltimore.

Maybe they should have focused more on Hous-
ton.

Domanick Davis ran for a career-high 150 yards
and a touchdown and the Texans crippled Jackson-
ville’s postseason hopes with a 21-0 victory Sunday.

Several Houston players said they felt slighted by
the lack of attention from the Jags, and it gave a
team with little to play for a reason to rally.

“They’re sitting there worried about Baltimore
and Pittsburgh. They should have been worried a lit-
tle bit about us,” Texans defensive end Gary Walker
said.

The Jaguars looked nothing like a team with so
much to play for in the final after upsetting the Pack-
ers and pulling even with Baltimore, Denver and
Buffalo in the AFC wild-card race.

Jacksonville had some excuses, though. Running
back Fred Taylor missed the game with a sprained
left knee, ending his streak of consecutive starts at
46 games, and quarterback Byron Leftwich sus-
tained a mild concussion in the first quarter.

The shutout was the first in team history for Hous-
ton and marked the first time the Jaguars have been
blanked since a 44-0 drubbing at Detroit on Dec. 17,
1995.

Because Baltimore lost at Pittsburgh, the Jaguars
(8-7) could have taken control of the final AFC
wild-card spot with a victory against Houston (7-8).
Instead, they will need to win next week at Oakland
and have the Ravens, Broncos and Bill lose to return
to the postseason for the first time since 1999.

“I knew we had a good chance coming in here, but
for some reason these guys don’t respect us and they
came out and played like it,” Texans defensive tack-
le Seth Payne said after Houston held the Jaguars to
a franchise-low 126 yards.

The Jags have no one to blame but themselves —
because they did little on offense and couldn’t stop
Davis all afternoon.

“We just didn’t show up,” Pro Bowl defensive tack-
le Marcus Stroud said. “But maybe we can still slide
into the playoffs.”

Leftwich struggled from the start. He misfired on
his first three passes and fumbled early. He picked
up the loose ball and then took a shot to the head
when sacked by Robaire Smith.

He missed a play before returning on the next se-
ries. But he wasn’t the same. He overthrew receiv-
ers and looked lost in the pocket at times. Coach
Jack Del Rio benched him with 4:04 to play, replac-
ing him with David Garrard.

Leftwich finished 6-for-14 for 35 yards with an in-
terception.

The Texans, meanwhile, moved the ball with
ease. They finished with 333 yards, much of it
thanks to Davis. His previous career high was 129
yards, set last season against the New York Jets and
tied last month against Tennessee.

Texans cripple Jags’ playoff hopes
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“Reggie White was a gentle
warrior who will be remembered
as one of the greatest defensive
players in NFL history. Equally
as impressive as his achieve-
ments on the field was the posi-
tive impact he made off the field
and the way he served as a posi-
tive influence on so many young
people.” — NFL Commissioner
Paul Tagliabue.

Football’s reaction to Reggie White’s death:

“He was just a wonderful play-
er, first of all. Then, as a person,
he was just the best. He was one
of the leaders, along with Brett
Favre, of our football team in
Green Bay. I’m a better person
for having been around Reggie
White.” — Seattle Seahawks
coach Mike Holmgren, who
coached White at Green Bay.

BY CLIFF CHRISTL

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

GREEN BAY, Wis.

T
here is no higher honor in professional football
than induction into the Pro Football Hall of Fame.
But there has been a small pantheon of players in
the 85-year history of the NFL that has transcend-

ed even that special company.
Reggie White was among them. He was one of the great-

est of the great.
White, who died Sunday at age 43, played 15 years in the

NFL, including six with the Green Bay Packers, and fin-
ished his career with 198 sacks, now second on the career
list. He was elected to a record 13 straight Pro Bowls. He
was twice the NFL’s defensive player of the year.

He was selected to the NFL’s all-decade teams for the
1980s and 1990s. And he was one of three defensive ends
named to the league’s 75th anniversary team in 1994, six
years before he retired.

White is all but a cinch to be inducted into the Hall of
Fame when he becomes eligible a year from now, if not be-
fore if the selection committee decides to waive its
five-year waiting period.

The other defensive ends honored with White on the
75th anniversary team were David “Deacon” Jones
and Gino Marchetti.

Willie Davis, one of 12 defensive ends in the Hall of
Fame, played during the same period as Jones and
Marchetti. As one of the great Packers of the Vince
Lombardi era and a current member of the fran-
chise’s board of directors, Davis also closely fol-
lowed White’s career.

Davis categorized Jones and Marchetti as great
pass rushers. To this day, Davis said Marchetti
was the best he had ever seen at that aspect of
the game. But Davis said he probably would
rank White as the most complete defensive
end of them all.

“Reggie could very well have been that
one player,” said Davis.

“His ability to play end with almost tack-
le skills and, ultimately getting outside and
playing as a typical defensive end would
play it today; when you take those two
things and hook them together, Reggie
could very well be the guy.”

Jones and Marchetti played before sacks
were kept as an unofficial statistic. When
White retired following the 2000 season, he
held the record. Bruce Smith broke it last
year, finishing his career with 200.

Smith played four more years than White.
Jones, who played 14 seasons mostly with

the Los Angeles Rams, said he’d rank himself
No. 1, but that White might be next on his list.

“There are two ends on every team,” said
Jones. “We were the No. 1 and No. 2 choices
on the all-time team. But I would never say
anybody who ever played the position was
better than me. You could hold me to a fire
and I’d never say that.”

After two seasons with the Memphis
Showboats of the United State Football
League, White signed with the Philadel-
phia Eagles on Sept. 20, 1985. He played
in only 13 games that season but had an
instant impact. He registered 13 sacks
and was named the NFC’s defensive
rookie of the year.

In eight seasons with the Eagles,
White totaled 124 sacks, an average of
15½. In the strike-shortened 1987
season, he recorded a league-high
21 in 12 games.

White played with the Pack-
ers from 1993-‘98. He added

76½ sacks to his total and was the cornerstone of a defense
that ranked No. 1 in the league when the Packers won
Super Bowl XXXI.

White finished his career with the Carolina Panthers in
2000.

Jim Hanifan, offensive line coach of the St. Louis Rams,
is in his 31st season in the NFL. Included was a stint as
line coach of the Washington Redskins’ famed “Hogs,”
when White was playing for division rival Philadelphia.

No defensive end ever caused him more fits than White,
Hanifan said.

“He was absolutely awesome,” he said, “not only when
he played defensive end, but when he was with Buddy
[Ryan] and the Eagles, they’d line up with him over cen-
ter. My gosh! We did everything we could think of to mini-
mize the havoc he would cause. But he created that any-
way. He could not only come off the edge with speed. But,
oh my goodness, he came off with power.”

In comparing White to other defensive ends over the
past three decades, Hanifan made the same distinction as
Davis when he compared White to the players of yester-

year. What separated White from the others was his abili-
ty to play the run and the pass.

“He was a very similar threat as Lawrence Taylor was
at linebacker,” Hanifan said. “The other guy I would put
up in that top three would be Bruce Smith. But Bruce was
going to go after that quarterback and you could run the
ball there, at times. Reggie was solid, all the way around.”

A case could even be made that White was more than
just a great defensive end. Along with Taylor, he might
also be on a short list of the greatest defensive players of
the modern era.

“I’m going to use that Bum Phillips’ line: I don’t know if
he’s the best, but it wouldn’t take time to call the roll,” said
Ron Wolf, who as general manager of the Packers brought
White to Green Bay. “You’re talking about defensive
greats who ever played the game. He’s right up there.

“Deion Sanders revolutionized the game. Ted Hen-
dricks. They were great players. But [White] would be in
that group.”

Against the run, White not only possessed the strength
and leverage to hold the point of attack, but he also had the
instincts and quickness to squeeze gaps, and the speed to
chase plays down from the backside.

His signature as a pass rusher was a combination of
what they call in the business club, rip

or hump moves. Essentially, White
would charge up-field, catch the
tackle shifting his weight, and
sweep him aside if not completely
knock him off his feet.

“He was tremendous. He had
great strength. He had great
speed,” said Dale Haupt, a native of
Manitowoc who served as White’s
defensive line coach for seven of his
eight seasons in Philadelphia. “He’d

set them up with [the club], fake with
it, almost like a boxer. But he also

could play off that: Fake the club and
go back to the rip.”

Bob Oates, a writer for the Los Ange-
les Times and the only charter member
remaining on the Hall of Fame selection

committee, said that the five-year rule
had never been waived in the 41-year
history of the voting.

Oates said that he expected some-
one on the committee to propose in
the weeks ahead that an exception
be made for White.

In 1973, voters conducted a spe-
cial election and named Roberto
Clemente to the Baseball Hall
of Fame shortly after his
death.

Clemente was killed in a
plane crash three months
after his final season with the
Pittsburgh Pirates.

But Oates said he didn’t be-
lieve a proposal to exempt
White from the customary
wait would pass.

“It’s the first thing that oc-
curs to you,” said Oates.
“My guess is that it would
not stand much of a
chance. The rules the
Hall of Fame people
have put in have with-
stood many challenges
and they’ve never
changed anything.”

But Oates said he
was certain that White
would be elected in
February, 2006, at the
latest, and take his
rightful place among

the greats of the game.

“He was one of the greatest
players who ever put on a uni-
form at his position. I once re-
ferred to him as the Tony Dorsett
of defensive linemen. There’s
never been a better one.” —
Johnny Majors, White’s coach at
Tennessee.

“Everyone thought the last
place he would sign was Green
Bay and it was monumental be-
cause not only did he sign but he
recruited for Green Bay ... He
sent a message to the rest of the
NFL that Green Bay was a great
place to play.” — Green BayPres-
ident Bob Harlan. White was the
first major black player to sign
with the Packers as a free agent.

White was one of NFL’s greatest

“At times, you would get a little
frustrated with Reggie because
he was always goofing around on
the practice field. He goofed
around all the time. He loved the
game and rarely got serious. Now
on Sundays, he’d get serious and
he would have fun.” — Tennes-
see Titans coach Jeff Fisher, who
was with White for five seasons
in Philadelphia.

Reggie White, who died Sunday at

43, played 15 NFL seasons for the

Philadelphia Eagles, Green Bay

Packers and Carolina Panthers. He

ranks second on the career sacks

list with 198.
AP
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Quarterbacks
� Peyton Manning, Colts, threw his
49th TD pass of the season to break Dan
Marino’s 1984 record. Manning finished
27-for-44 for 383 yards and 2 TDs in the
Colts’ 34-31 overtime victory over the
San Diego Chargers.

Running backs
Shaun Alexander, Seahawks, rushed

30 times for 154 yards as Seattle clinched
a playoff berth with a 24-21 victory over
the Arizona Cardinals.

� Domanick Davis, Texans, rushed for
a career-high 150 yards and a touch-
down as Houston crippled the Jackson-
ville Jaguars’ playoff hopes with a 21-0
victory.

Receivers
� Joey Galloway, Buccaneers, had nine
receptions for 98 yards and a touchdown
in a 37-20 loss to the Carolina Panthers. It

was Galloway’s sixth TD in the past four
games.

� Brandon Stokley, Colts, caught Pey-
ton Manning’s record-breaking 49th TD
pass, one of his seven receptions for 123
yards and a TD. Stokley’s TD also gave
the Colts the first receiving trio (Stokley,
Marvin Harrison, Reggie Wayne) with 10
TDs and 1,000 yards apiece in the same
season.

� Antonio Gates, Chargers, caught his
13th TD pass of the season, an NFL
record for a tight end, in the Chargers’
34-31 loss to the Indianapolis Colts.

Defense
� The Houston Texans got their first
shutout in franchise history in a 21-0 vic-
tory over the Jacksonville Jaguars.

Special Teams
� Keiwan Ratliff, Bengals, returned a
punt 42 yards to set up Jon Kitna’s 4-yard
touchdown pass to Chad Johnson with
44 seconds left as the Bengals rallied for
a 23-22 victory over the New York Giants.

AP photo

MANNING, FROM BACK PAGE

“We wanted to confuse him a
little bit,” linebacker Donnie Ed-
wards said.

“But when we had to make
plays, we came up short.”

The biggest play came on
fourth-and-4 from the Indianap-
olis 25 with the Colts down
31-23 with 2:07 left in regula-
tion. Manning waved off the
punt team, then found Reggie
Wayne for a game-saving
19-yard completion.

The Chargers were stunned.

“He’s the one who told the
coach they were going for it,”
Edwards said. “It was pretty
amazing because if we stopped
them there, we pretty much win
the game.”

Before the Chargers could re-
cover, Manning hooked up with
Dallas Clark twice, Harrison for
18 yards and the 21-yard line
drive to a wide-open Stokley in
the end zone — for the
record-breaker.

“It was right on me, which is
probably a good thing because if
I had too much time to think
about it, I probably would have
dropped it,” Stokley said.

But there was no time to
dance as cameras flashed in the
crowd.

Instead, Manning quickly di-
rected his teammates to the line,
and handed off to James for the
tying 2-point conversion.

San Diego didn’t get another
chance. After winning the coin
toss to start overtime, Manning
connected with Stokley on a
23-yard pass, then hit Reggie
Wayne for a 35-yard catch and

run. James then ran to the mid-
dle of the field to set up Vander-
jagt’s kick.

Besides Manning’s record,
the Colts became the first team
with three receivers each with
1,000 yards and 10 TD recep-
tions. No team has had three
1,000 yard receivers since the
1995 Atlanta Falcons.

San Diego also had
record-breaking performances.

Drew Brees’ 4-yard shovel
pass to Antonio Gates for a 24-9
lead early in the second half,
was Gates’ 13th TD of the sea-
son. That gave Gates the NFL
mark for TD receptions by a
tight end, breaking a tie with
four other players. Brees was
21-for-31 for 290 yards with
three touchdowns.

And when LaDainian Tomlin-
son scored on the first play of
the fourth quarter, running 16
yards for a 31-16 lead, it was his
12th straight game with a rush-
ing TD. That broke the sin-
gle-season record he shared
with Dallas’ Emmitt Smith and
Kansas City’s Priest Holmes.
Washington’s John Riggins and
George Rogers both ran for
touchdowns in 13 straight
games, but they needed two sea-
sons to do it.

“These awards are terrific on
both sides,” Chargers coach
Marty Schottenheimer said.
“But the bottom line is we want
to win.”

So did the Colts, especially
Manning.

“It was an individual thing,”
he said. “But the nice thing is,
we kind of turned it into a team
thing here.”

Manning: QB kept cool
on game-tying drive

The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — The Carolina
Panthers are one step closer to
overcoming their horrendous
start.

Jake Delhomme threw for 214
yards and four touchdowns Sun-
day, helping the defending NFC
champions beat the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers 37-20 and move with-
in a victory of clinching a playoff
berth.

The Panthers (7-8) won for the
sixth time in seven games after a
1-7 start, and they can earn a
wild-card spot by beating New Or-
leans at home next Sunday.

The Saints, also 7-8, stayed in
the race by beating Atlanta 26-13,
a victory that eliminated Tampa
Bay from contention earlier in
the day.

Four of the six games the Pan-
thers and Bucs have played
against each other since the NFC
South was formed in 2002 have
been decided by seven points or
less, including a 21-14 Carolina
victory on Nov. 28.

Delhomme threw TD passes of
15 and 6 yards to Muhsin Muham-
mad and the Panthers blocked a
punt to set up a field goal as the
first half expired to build a 17-7
lead. Carolina marched 70 yards
after the second half kickoff to go
up 24-7 on Delhomme’s 4-yard
TD throw to Keary Colbert.

The Bucs (5-10) lost for the
third straight time since routing
the NFC South champion Falcons

27-0 in a game
they hoped
would be a
springboard
for a strong
stretch run

that would carry them to the play-
offs after an 0-4 start.

Instead, Tampa Bay is assured
its worst finish since 1996. A loss
at Arizona in the season finale
would give the Bucs 11 defeats
for the first time since 1993.

Seahawks 24, Cardinals 21:
At Seattle, Shaun Alexander
rushed 30 times for 154 yards
with three touchdowns and Dar-
rell Jackson caught six passes for
101 yards as Seattle clinched a
playoff berth.

The Seahawks (8-7) will clinch
the NFC West if Philadelphia
beats St. Louis on Monday night.
It’s the first time Seattle has
made the playoffs in consecutive
years since 1983-84.

Josh McCown threw a pair of
29-yard TD strikes to Larry
Fitzgerald in the fourth quarter,
pulling the Cardinals (5-10) to
24-21 with 2:30 to play. He also
found Fitzgerald for a score with
11:32 remaining.

Cowboys 13, Redskins 10: At
Irving, Texas, Vinny Testaverde
silenced the boos from fans who
wanted him benched with a
39-yard touchdown to Patrick
Crayton with 30 seconds left that
gave the Dallas its fourth straight
victory over Washington and 14th

in 15 games.
Dallas (6-9) fell behind 10-6

with 6:44 left on a 5-yard touch-
down pass from Patrick Ramsey
to Robert Royal.

Dallas took over at its 25 with
1:25 left and threw three straight
incompletions, then hit Crayton
for 15 yards on fourth-and-10.

Testaverde hit Jason Witten for
14 yards and Richie Anderson for
7 more. Facing third-and-3, he
threw deep to Crayton down the
right sideline and the sev-
enth-round pick caught it in
stride for his first career touch-
down. The Redskins are 5-10.

Dolphins 10, Browns 7: At
Miami, Olindo Mare kicked a
51-yard field goal with 7 seconds
left, and the Dolphins edged
Cleveland, prompting a big cheer
from the 20,000 fans who re-
mained until the finish.

Jim Bates won in the matchup
of interim coaches against Terry
Robiskie. Bates improved to 3-3
since Dave Wannstedt resigned,
but he’ll be replaced after the sea-
son by LSU coach Nick Saban,
who accepted the Miami job Sat-
urday.

The Dolphins (4-11) made it
two wins in a row for the first
time this season.

Lee Suggs broke Jim Brown’s
45-year-old Cleveland franchise
record for carries with 38 for 143
yards, but the Browns (3-12) still
lost their ninth straight game. Ro-
biskie fell to 0-4 since replacing
Butch Davis.

�

Sunday’s NFL stars:

The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — NFL
great Reggie White may have
died because of a respiratory dis-
ease combined with other health
problems, a preliminary autopsy
report said Monday.

White most likely had a condi-
tion that affected the amount of
air his lungs could hold, resulting
in “fatal cardiac arrhythmia,”
said Dr. Mike Sullivan, the medi-
cal examiner for Mecklenburg
County and a forensic patholo-
gist.

The report issued by Sullivan’s

office also said sleep apnea may
have been a factor.

The report is a preliminary
one; determining a final cause of
death could take up to three
months, Sullivan’s office said.

White died Sunday at Presbyte-
rian Hospital in Huntersville
after being taken there from his
home in nearby Cornelius. His
wife, Sara, called 911.

White had the disease, known
as sarcoidosis, for several years,
family spokesman Keith Johnson
said Sunday. He described it as a
respiratory ailment that affected
his sleep.

On its Web site, the American
Lung Association describes sar-
coidosis as a disease character-
ized by the presence of small
areas of inflamed cells that can at-
tack any organ of the body but is
most frequently found in the
lungs.

The cause of the disease, which
is most common among blacks
and white northern Europeans, is
not known.

Sleep apnea causes people to
stop breathing repeatedly — in
some cases, hundreds of times —
during their sleep.

Preliminary report says White died
from lung ailment, other problems

Panthers get within one win
of playoffs after starting 1-7
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BY MICHAEL MAROT

The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Peyton
Manning was too busy trying to
beat the San Diego Chargers to
celebrate his record-breaking
touchdown pass.

The Indianapolis star broke
Dan Marino’s season record with
56 seconds left in regulation, hit-
ting Brandon Stokley on a
21-yard post pattern, but still had
a lot of work to do in the Colts’
34-31 overtime victory Sunday.

Edgerrin James ran for the
tying 2-point conversion on a play
Manning called at the line, and
the Colts won on Mike Vander-
jagt’s 30-yard field goal on the
first possession of overtime.

It was only then that Manning,
finally, let go by pumping his fist
in the air, giving high-fives to
teammates and hugging six-time
Pro Bowl receiver Marvin Harri-
son.

“At the time I threw it, there
wasn’t a lot of emotion for me, be-
cause if we don’t get the 2-point
conversion, this is a down locker
room right now,” Manning said.
“The fact that it happened, we
won the game. ... it sure made for
an exciting day.”

For three weeks, Manning
downplayed the significance of
Marino’s record, football’s equiva-
lent of baseball’s home-run mark,
saying all he wanted to do was
win.

In the closing minutes Sunday,
Manning delivered.

Indianapolis (12-3) scored on
its final two possessions to win its
eighth straight and wrap up the
No. 3 seed in the AFC playoffs.

“The way it happened on that
drive, I think Johnny Unitas
would have been proud,” Man-
ning said.

The AFC West champion
Chargers (11-4) tried to prevent
the high-scoring Colts from torch-
ing their poor pass defense. They

blitzed, used extra defensive
backs and changed their looks to
confuse Manning.

It worked effectively for three
quarters.

Manning, who had been sacked
just nine times in the first 14
games, went down four times
against the Chargers. He fumbled
twice, threw an interception and
appeared to be pressing as he
overthrew receivers, mistimed
throws and ran out of trouble.

Then he reverted to his usual
form, finishing 27-for-44 for 383
yards and the TDs. He has 49
touchdown passes this season,
one more than Marino had in
1984, and remained on pace to
shatter Steve Young’s NFL
record for passer rating next
week in Denver. Manning is at
121.4, Young finished at 112.8 in
1994.

SEE MANNING ON PAGE 31

Manning eclipses Marino
SPORTSSPORTS

AP

Indianapolis Colts quarterback Peyton Manning led his team to a 34-31 overtime victory over the San Diego

Chargers and broke a record that many thought could not be broken. He’s still on pace to shatter Steve

Young’s NFL record for season passer rating (112.8) next week in Denver.

Colts QB’s 49th TD pass of season
breaks record that stood since ’84

AP

Indianapolis Colts fans celebrate

after quarterback Peyton Manning

threw his 49th touchdown of the

season, breaking the record held

by Dan Marino, in the fourth quar-

ter against the San Diego Charg-

ers in Indianapolis on Sunday.

White’s legacy
as one of NFL’s
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pass rushers sure
to earn him

posthumous trip
to NFL Hall
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Patriots rebound
from last week’s
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secure first-round
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